DRAFT
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Meeting held at 7.30pm on 15TH September 2026
 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover (Vice Chair and Interim RFO), J Smith (interim Clerk), S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart, 2 members of the public

	

	15/9/1



15/9/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business:   None


	

	15/9/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	15/9/4
	Public Speaking:    2 members of the public spoke about the disposal of weeds and vegetation following roadside clearing.  They had met with representatives of the DDDC to discuss the way forward.  DDDC agreed to 4 collections per year of weeds in bags to be collected from the car park – 30 bags.  It was agreed that the Council would pay for 2 further green garden waste bins per annum to facilitate any extra weed removal. 

Resolved:  Council to pay for 2 further green garden waste bins.  Clerk/RFO

	

	15/9/5
	Chairs Announcements:  The Chair announced that, following the recruitment process, Councillor J Smith, was being appointed as the Clerk/RFO from 1st October 2026.  There would be a transitional period of handover in relation to the RFO role.  The parish councillors recorded their thanks to Cllrs. R Grover and J Smith for carrying out these roles for the past 12 months, unpaid, thereby saving the council around £12,000 is salary payments.




	

	15/9/6
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 21st July 2026


Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda


i) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease.  Awaiting response from Fisher German   CB
ii) Notice Board repairs – The Slaley board has been removed for restoration
iii) Car park signs Change signs so legible and current – Ongoing   RG
iv) Purchase and affixing of ‘no parking’ signs - RG       Ongoing
v) BT box at the Barley Mow – The lengthsmen will clear the verge around the box and planters will be sourced for the verge.  The inside of the box will be cleared and cleaned, and any restoration work will be undertaken if required.  Suggestions are being sought from village residents as to its future use.
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VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  
1) To discuss developments - Awaiting response from Cllr. Hunter.  The Severn Trent member of staff who had agreed to a meeting with Councillors to discuss flooding issues has now left the role but has handed our details to the person taking their place.  
2) Flood sacks - The container in Yeoman Street is fully stocked with flood sacks.  
3) Flood Warden Scheme - Two residents, along with Councillors, are attending Flood Warden training at Matlock Town Hall on 24/9/26.  The clerk will advertise out to recruit more volunteers.


b)  Park:  Report on - 

1. Tress Update – The ash die back trees adjacent to the roadside in the park were removed before the annual Carnival.  The felling licence has not been granted, and the area does not qualify for grant funding.  The trees highlighted as requiring removal this year have been felled but more work will be required in the future.  It was agreed that tree spray paint, as used by Highways, would be utilised to identify the next phase of trees to be felled.

2. Dog fouling - Complaints were still being received in relation to dog fouling, both in the toddler play area and on the park field. The new extra signs were still in situ. Cllr. Barry will check the locking system on the 2 gates to the toddler playground to restore/renew them if necessary.  There are 3 bins in this area for the disposal of dog poo bags. Several village residents have suggested the installation of a dog poo bin and a receptacle for dog poo bags on the field.  The bins cost around £150 without a fixing post, and the poo bag holders are around £50 without a fixing post, and the bags would need to be purchased. The Clerk has enquired with DDDC to establish if they would empty the extra bin and if so, would there be a charge.  A response has not yet been received.  The Council agreed that they were in favour of this suggestion but would await the outcome of the query to DDDC.  Agenda item for next meeting.

3. Fencing:  Following the July meeting, the councillors met on the park on 24th July 2026 to examine the damage being caused to the bank, a risk highlighted by the external risk assessor. It was agreed to obtain 3 quotes for fencing along the lower path.  One quote has been received, and 2 further ones are awaited. The new fencing will be paid for out of council funds.

4. Swing Chains – The junior swing chains will be replaced, and a grant has been applied for to fund this.  If the grant is unsuccessful the chains will be funded from the monies allocated to the playground.


c) Website:    No issues reported     


d) Quarrying:  No issues reported

e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  See public speaking item 15/9/4


f) Lengthsmen Update: The grit bins will be stocked, and further grit will be ordered.  The Clerk will report any DCC bins which need re filling to the relevant DCC department.

Resolved:  Further stocks of grit to be ordered.  Cllr. Grover (RFO)


g) The Cross:  

1) Report on ongoing restoration situation.  Restoration will commence within the coming weeks
.
2) To discuss future protection of the Cross from lorry damage – Highways have still not replied to our County Councillor in response to his email supporting the parish council and the DCC Heritage Office in requesting the lorry signs at the entrance to the village be reviewed to protect our ancient monument from large lorry damage.  The Clerk will write to Highways and if there is no response a petition will be raised in the village and an awareness of this issue will be highlighted elsewhere. The alternative to signage change would be protective bollards around the Cross, on the highway.  The parish council and Heritage Officer are not in favour of this solution recognising that it would reduce parking in the area although it was noted that parking at the memorial was a causation factor in both recent collisions.

h) Policies:  To report on any updates and adoptions 

1) Standing Orders – New Standing Orders adopted
2) Finance Policy – New Finance Policy adopted in line with Standing Orders
3) War Memorial Policy – New War Memorial policy adopted

Resolved:  All 3 policies adopted


i) Churchyard – to report on any issues.

1) Trees – The full Council agreed for the Clerk to obtain 3 quotes for the felling of the trees in the churchyard which have been highlighted on the tree survey as needing to be felled, together with the approved reduction of the lime trees. To report back at the next meeting.


j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  See item 15/9/5 – It was noted by Council that there would be a transitional period for the RFO role as banking arrangements and other details were finalised.


k) Assets:  To arrange a meeting between the interim clerk and interim RFO to discuss and update the Asset List – The Clerk and RFO will fix a meeting for next week

l) Local Bus Route – To report on the progress re: the bus stop in Uppertown – The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Stagecoach, the bus company and DCC Highways Department.  The bus company will not be utilising the stop in Uppertown due to local parking making it difficult for the bus to turn around.  The Clerk has asked Highways to move the stop or put a suspended sign on it. A response to this request is awaited.  This request can be tracked using reference number FS-Case-874195535

m) Parking on the park area for funeral 23 September 2026 – Due to the large number of mourners expected at the funeral of a village resident, parking will be offered on the car park and field on Yeoman Street to alleviate any parking issues in the village.  Cllr. Barry will steward this on the day.

n) Remembrance Day Arrangements – It is unclear as to whether a wreath will be available to the Council via its usual source, but the Council may already have a new one available.  If not, one will be purchased.  Cllr. Barry will represent the Council at the service and ceremony this year.  As usual Cllr. Barry will ensure that the area around the War Memorial is cleared and ready for the ceremony
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	15/9/8 







	FINANCE

External Audit Update

Previously sent out via email to all Councillors.  All documents will be posted on the website prior to 1 October 2026

The Council received the completed Section 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) from the External Auditor.

The Council reviewed and formally noted that the external auditor issued a qualified limited assurance opinion citing five distinct "Except For" matters:

1. Budget & Precept Recording: Failure to explicitly record the formal approval resolutions of the budget and precept within the body of the minutes (Internal Control Objective D).
2. Statutory Publication: Failure to publish the prior financial year's signed Section 3 External Auditor Report and Certificate on the council website (Internal Control Objective N).
3. Approval Sequence: Non-compliance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 by approving and signing Section 2 (Accounting Statements) prior to Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement).
4. Asset Management: Omission of fixed assets purchased during the current and prior financial years from Section 2, Box 9.
5. Cash Accounting Error: Incorrect completion of Section 2, Boxes 3 and 7 due to unbanked cash being improperly recorded within the financial statements.
RESOLVED: That the External Auditor’s Report, Certificate, and the five accompanying "Except For" qualifications be formally received, accepted, and recorded.

Approval of the Governance and Financial Recovery Action Plan
In response to the auditor's findings, the Council debated and approved the following comprehensive, immediate corrective action plan to restore full regulatory compliance, together with the proposed Internal Control Policy and Monthly Compliance Checklist (forward to Councillors prior to the meeting)

· 1. Budget and Precept Protocol: Moving forward, the full budget approval, the agreed total expenditure figure, and the exact precept demand figure will be recorded as distinct, standalone resolutions within the minutes. The approved budget document will be formally signed by the Chairman, appended to the minutes, and published on the website immediately following the meeting.
· 2. Statutory Publication Protocol: The Clerk has immediately uploaded the missing signed 2024/25 Section 3 report to the website. For all future audit cycles, a statutory compliance checklist will be implemented to ensure that Sections 1, 2, and 3, alongside the Notice of Conclusion of Audit, are uploaded as a complete packet before the October 1st deadline.
· 3. Statutory Approval Sequence: The Full Council agenda will be explicitly structured to ensure Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement) is debated, voted upon, and physically signed by the Chairman first as a standalone item. Section 2 (Accounting Statements) will only be introduced and resolved as a subsequent item of business. Explicit minute references and sequential timings will be recorded.
· 4. Asset Register Remediation: The Clerk/RFO will undertake a comprehensive audit of all council property, cross-referencing historic purchase invoices to completely rebuild the official Asset Register at historic purchase cost (net of VAT) with no depreciation.  
· 5. Financial Statement Restatements: The RFO has adjusted the records to reflect the auditor's verified figures of £23,992 for Box 3 and £19,465 for Box 7. Stricter month-end bank reconciliation procedures will be implemented regarding unbanked cash processing.
· 6. Future AGAR Disclosures: The Council acknowledges that on the next AGAR Section 1, it must accurately answer "No" to Assertions 1 and 3 to reflect these historical governance and accounting errors during the period. This formally approved and minuted action plan will be submitted as the supporting narrative to secure a "Yes" for Assertion 7 (remedial action taken).
RESOLVED: That the Governance and Financial Recovery Action Plan be approved and implemented immediately by the Clerk and RFO to ensure absolute compliance with Proper Practices.
The Council reviewed the external auditor’s report highlighting that a councillor had temporarily acted as the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). The Council acknowledged that this arrangement does not align with Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972.
It was RESOLVED that:
1. The external auditor's comment be noted and the temporary arrangement where a councillor acts as RFO be formally terminated.
2. To satisfy Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972, Jacqueline Smith will be formally appointed as the Council's Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) from 1st October 2026.
3. The Council's bank mandates, financial regulations, and internal controls be updated immediately to reflect the new appointment.


OTHER MATTERS WHICH DO NOT AFFECT THE AUDITOR’S OPINION BUT THEY DRAW TO OUR ATTENTION

Councillors noted the External Auditor's "Other Matters" notification drawing attention to the internal control weaknesses identified during the audit process.

Approval of the Internal Audit Action Plan
The Clerk presented a comprehensive Internal Audit Action Plan addressing the four areas of weakness highlighted by the auditors. Following discussion, it was RESOLVED to fully approve the Action Plan and implement the following immediate compliance measures:

1. Standing Orders & Financial Regulations: The Clerk has updated the council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations in line with the latest NALC model templates and they are brought to this meeting for formal adoption.
2. VAT Records: The RFO will undertake a full reconciliation of all VAT records up to the current date and ensure all outstanding Form 126 reclaims are submitted to HMRC.  A digital VAT tracking log will be maintained going forward.
3. Bank Reconciliations: The Finance committee will undertake independent quarterly reviews of the bank reconciliations. The reviewer will physically sign and date the original bank statements and reconciliation sheets, with the outcomes reported back to full Council.
4. Data Backup Processes: The Council approved the immediate migration of financial and administrative data to a secure, automated cloud-based backup system (Microsoft OneDrive to ensure daily off-site data security.)  An up to date copy will be kept on a local back up removable hard drive.  A working paper system will also be in place, and filed safely as an additional back up


Report from Interim RFO 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	Approved payments in July and August 2026 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	 
	Paid out 
	Rec'd 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	03-Jul-26 
	 
	0.09  
	 
	Charges 
	CASHBACK 

	  
	10-Jul-26 
	-18.54  
	 
	 
	Direct Debit 
	Direct Debit O2 

	  
	13-Jul-26 
	-40.11  
	 
	 
	Direct Debit 
	Direct Debit Npower 

	  
	13-Jul-26 
	-101.48  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Lengthsmen wages  

	  
	13-Jul-26 
	-177.57  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, HMRC  

	  
	13-Jul-26 
	-205.61  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Lengthsmen wages  

	  
	13-Jul-26 
	-295.80  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Lengthsmen wages  

	  
	17-Jul-26 
	 
	1,148.00  
	 
	ATM 
	ATM Cash Deposit 

	  
	17-Jul-26 
	-20.09  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Arthur J. Gallagher Insurance 

	  
	20-Jul-26 
	-44.91  
	 
	 
	Direct Debit 
	Direct Debit E.On Next Ltd 

	  
	21-Jul-26 
	-120.00  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, Toilet cleaning  

	  
	27-Jul-26 
	 
	867.00  
	 
	ATM 
	ATM Cash deposit 

	  
	28-Jul-26 
	-12.80  
	 
	 
	Charges 
	Charges  

	  
	03-Aug-26 
	-9.86  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, Expenses 

	  
	06-Aug-26 
	-19.99  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, Sgp Garden Mach 

	  
	06-Aug-26 
	-228.00  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, R Johnson T/A Land 

	  
	06-Aug-26 
	-242.45  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB Equipment Maintain 

	  
	06-Aug-26 
	-900.00  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, A6 Tree Care, Inv 819 

	  
	10-Aug-26 
	-18.54  
	 
	 
	Direct Debit 
	Direct Debit O2 

	  
	12-Aug-26 
	-50.00  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Flowers Lavender Garden 

	  
	12-Aug-26 
	-110.00  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	 Derbyshire Alc 

	  
	13-Aug-26 
	-101.75  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Lengthsmen wages  

	  
	13-Aug-26 
	-142.10  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Lengthsmen wages  

	  
	13-Aug-26 
	-295.80  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Lengthsmen wages  

	  
	18-Aug-26 
	-49.18  
	 
	 
	Direct Debit 
	Direct Debit E.On Next Ltd 

	  
	21-Aug-26 
	 
	276.00  
	 
	ATM 
	ATM Cash deposit 

	  
	21-Aug-26 
	-55.36  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, William Twiggs 

	  
	21-Aug-26 
	-97.92  
	 
	 
	Transfer 
	Transfer MOB, Defib4Life 

	  
	21-Aug-26 
	 
	202.00  
	 
	ATM 
	ATM Deposit Defib donations 

	  
	27-Aug-26 
	-17.66  
	 
	 
	Charges 
	Charges  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	 
	-3,375.52  
	2,493.09  
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	15/9/9
	PLANNING

None
	

	15/9/10
	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 20th October 2026
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