DRAFT
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tues 21st July
 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover (Vice Chair and Interim RFO), J Smith (interim Clerk), S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart,  C Binns

	

	21/7/1



21/7/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business:   None


	

	21/7/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	21/7/4
	Public Speaking:    None

	

	21/7/5
	Chairs Announcements:  None

	

	21/7/6
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 16th June 2026

Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda


i) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease.  Awaiting response from Fisher German   CB
ii) Notice Board repairs –   A new back board is to be fitted to the Slaley board
iii) Car park sign – Ongoing   RG
iv) Repair steps between playgrounds – Completed  AS
v) Purchase and affixing of ‘no parking’ signs  - RG  Ongoing
vi) BT boxes in the Parish – All 3 boxes in the village are adopted, 2 by the council and the one at The Cross by a charity to house the defibrillator. The Council hold no documentation in relation to the adoption which occurred in 2009 but can obtain them once digitalised in around 4 weeks’ time.  In relation to the Grade II listed one at the Barley Mow it was agreed that the outside would be cleared of weeds and growth and the box cleaned to enable a decision to be made on any renovation work required.  Specific paint needs to be used but this is easily sourced and is not expensive.  Once renovated the residents will be asked to contribute ideas for its future use.
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VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  Awaiting response from Cllr. Hunter.  There are stocks of flood sacks.  The Clerk has corresponded with the environment agency flood resilience team, and a response is awaited in relation to the Flood Warden Scheme.  A response was received offering a visit to the village by a community flooding officer for Severn Trent and Councillors will supply dates of availability to facilitate this visit.



b)  Park:

1. Felling Licence – JP from A6 trees has applied for the felling licence on our behalf which has been refused on the grounds of plans for re-planting.  JS has already liaised with Alex of the Woodland Trust in relation to this and a plan is already in place for re-planting once the ash die-back trees are removed. JS will liaise with A6 trees.  The Council voted unanimously for the ash dieback trees identified on the roadside by DCC Highways with a green dot as needing to be felled to be removed prior to Carnival by A6 trees at a cost of £750 + VAT which can be done this week.  CB mentioned that a grant may be available to assist with the felling of ash die-back trees.  JS to progress.
2. Stiles – RG reported that people were having difficulty negotiating one of the stiles adjacent to the bus shelter.  CB stated that he would raise it with the landlord’s agents once Fisher German had made contact
3. Further digging on the bank of the park – further instability was being caused, and a health and safety issue was noted on the lower footpath due to the activity of park users digging sloping paths on the bank eroding the land adjacent to the path.  Councillors agreed to meet on the park on 24th July to determine the necessity of a fence.  (Note – the meeting took place, a temporary fence was erected on the path, and 3 quotes are being sought for a permanent fence to be erected)
4. Hen Racing – JB is unavailable this year to assist with this.  AS agreed to assist this year and JB will liaise with AS.  It was also noted that, as there were no fireworks this year, the cones which were usually placed on the Clatterway and around the park wall at the Dale to prevent parking for the fireworks and the hen racing event, will not be in situ.  These would need to be placed for the hen racing event to allow free flow of traffic into and out of the village.  JS to contact the Barley Mow re this.


c) Website:    No issues reported     


d) Quarrying:  No issues reported

e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  

1) The Clatterway potholes were an ongoing issue. Pounder Lane has been resurfaced and the staff completing the work indicated that the Clatterway was on the list to be done.  JS to make enquiries. Cllr. Hunter has also reported this matter.  JS will establish if he has had a response
2) A wall belonging to a resident on the bend on Bankside has been damaged by a van.  A request to the parish council to consider further signage has been made.  Following a discussion, this is to be placed on the agenda for September for further enquiries to be made.  It was noted that ongoing discussions were currently in place in relation to signage due to The Cross being damaged. 
3) 1 High Street is due to be connected to the main sewer necessitating traffic light control at the junction with the Cross.  JS to circulate the dates and circumstances in Mutterings and on social media to warn the residents of the forthcoming work.  The road will be passable.

f) Lengthsmen Update: JB reported that some of the planters needed looking after.  No one was currently responsible for the one at the War Memorial.  He would ask the lengthsman to cut the bush at the Pig of Lead roadside which was impairing vision for motorists at the junction.  The Council recorded its thanks to the lengthsmen and the church groundsman for their work during the unusually hot weather.  The interim clerk has completed all staff appraisals.



g) The Cross:  Recent damage and ongoing restoration situation.  The extensive damage caused by the heavy goods vehicle in February has been repaired by a master stone mason following consultation with the DCC Heritage Officer.  The heritage officer has forwarded documentation explaining why all restorative work to ancient monuments needs to comply with the SPAB principles thereby using new materials as would have been used originally and not reclaimed materials, to further inform anyone who has questions in relation to this.  Unfortunately, a further heavy goods vehicle damaged the Cross in June in the same place as the original damage.  The company has admitted liability, but this now raised extreme concerns in relation to the ongoing issue of large unsuitable vehicle attempting to negotiate the ancient monument and parked cars, particularly as there are plans to completely restore the monument due to its current condition.  The Parish Council has been asking Derbyshire County Council Highways Department for clearer signage in relation to heavy goods vehicles at the entrance to the village for a number of years but this request has always been refused.  The heritage officer fully supports this and has also contacted the staff member at Highways with the same request.  He has also been refused.  The alternative would be for safety bollards around part of the Cross on the highway so in effect the vehicle would hit the bollards instead of the monument.  This will obviously impact the width of the road, has a cost implication and it is agreed that the best course of action would be the signage with full support from the entire council, heritage officer and County Councillor.  Cllr. Hunter has written to the staff member concerned but has not had a reply.  The Council intends to pursue this matter.
The master stonemason who repaired the Cross following the February collision has inspected the recent damage and has surveyed the whole monument.  It is in urgent need of restoration as it is unstable.  It has proved difficult to obtain quotes, particularly affordable ones, from other ancient monument expert stonemasons. Out of the five experts contacted for a quote one refused the work, another did not attend for the for their appointment, a third attended but did not forward a quote and a fourth provided a quote costing over 100% more than the chosen contractor and was unable to commence any work until next year. The heritage officer has praised the work of the chosen stonemason’s repair and with his knowledge of the original repair he has been engaged by the Parish Council by a unanimous vote to further repair and restore the monument having considered the following:
The urgency of the work
The specialist constraints make obtaining three quotes impossible after attempts, and affordable within the time frame (previous experience for the initial repair – see above)
The best value for money for the residents (other quote for the repair work far exceeded the quotes for the restoration) and availability to complete the work within the time frame
Past performance of the contractor


h) Policies:  Finance Regulations to be updated – to be placed on the next agenda

i) Churchyard: The tree stump removal is ongoing

j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs. Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is nearly completed.  The job description, person specification and advertisement for a new employee, which was forwarded to all councillors prior to the meeting, was unanimously agreed.  The Interim Clerk will ensure that the website is updated with the recruitment documents, the advert will go into Mutterings and will be forwarded to DALC for inclusion on council recruitment forums.  The interview panel was agreed and Cllr. Harris will take this forward.



k) Assets:  The interim clerk has contacted the owners of Sycamore House who explained that unfortunately the front wall of the house is unstable due to the removal of the sycamore tree.  The top of the well was broken off but is intact and stored.  It is intended to restore the wall and the well over the forthcoming weeks.  The Council recorded its thanks to the resident for the response, and the interim clerk will send a written reply. 

l) Renovation of the WC’s.  It was agreed that these would be inspected and be on the next agenda 
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	FINANCE

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	Approved payments in preceding month 
	 
	Paid out 
	Paid in 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	03-Jun-26 
	CASHBACK 
	Transfer 
	 
	0.21  
	  

	  
	08-Jun-26 
	Lengthsmen wages  
	Transfer 
	-295.80  
	 
	  

	  
	08-Jun-26 
	Lengthsmen wages  
	Transfer 
	-189.36  
	 
	  

	  
	08-Jun-26 
	Lengthsmen wages  
	Transfer 
	-79.17  
	 
	  

	  
	09-Jun-26 
	Direct Debit O2, D13955756 
	D Debit 
	-18.54  
	 
	  

	  
	10-Jun-26 
	JEPSON FUNERALS  H LAND/W GOULD 
	Transfer 
	 
	396.00  
	  

	  
	12-Jun-26 
	DALC Audit fee 
	Transfer 
	-333.00  
	 
	  

	  
	12-Jun-26 
	Bonsall Village Hall Hire 
	Transfer 
	-252.00  
	 
	  

	  
	12-Jun-26 
	Lengthsmen wages  
	Transfer 
	-125.73  
	 
	  

	  
	12-Jun-26 
	Tree work - shredding 
	Transfer 
	-60.00  
	 
	  

	  
	12-Jun-26 
	DALC Training Fee 
	Transfer 
	-35.00  
	 
	  

	  
	15-Jun-26 
	Amazon memory stick 
	Card 
	-6.99  
	 
	  

	  
	17-Jun-26 
	Direct Debit E.On Next Ltd 
	D Debit 
	-18.23  
	 
	  

	  
	19-Jun-26 
	Toilet Cleaning 
	Transfer 
	-120.00  
	 
	  

	  
	23-Jun-26 
	Amazon Copier paper 
	Card 
	-19.99  
	 
	  

	  
	25-Jun-26 
	Charges CHARGES 
	Charges 
	-12.20  
	 
	  

	  
	25-Jun-26 
	Giro JEPSON FUNERALS /L K EDGAR 
	Transfer 
	 
	300.00  
	  

	  
	25-Jun-26 
	Burial fee 
	Cheque 
	 
	30.00  
	  

	  
	25-Jun-26 
	Burial fee 
	Cheque 
	 
	30.00  
	  

	  
	25-Jun-26 
	Burial fee 
	Cheque 
	 
	30.00  
	  

	  
	30-Jun-26 
	Annual DALC fee 
	Transfer 
	-413.92  
	 
	  

	  
	30-Jun-26 
	 R Johnson T/A Land, Bonsall PC 2459 
	Transfer 
	-228.00  
	 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	-2,207.93  
	786.21  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


 


	

	21/7/9
	PLANNING

None
	

	21/7/10
	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 15th September 2026
	



	                                                                                            

