

DRAFT
Bonsall Parish Council Annual Meeting and Monthly Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Annual and Monthly Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tues 12th
May 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs R Grover (Vice Chair and Interim RFO), J Smith (interim Clerk), S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart, C Binns,   1 member of the public 

	

	12/5/1
	a) Election of Chair for 2026/2027: - Cllr Harris was elected Chair – proposed by Cllr Grover and seconded by Cllr Binns
b) Election of Vice Chair for 2026/2027: - Cllr R Grover was elected Vice Chair – proposed by Cllr. J Smith and seconded by Cllr Binns
c) Confirmation of the following

i   Standing Orders and Financial Regulations - confirmed
ii  Delegations to committee – Park Committee  Cllrs. J Smith, S Smith, Barry, Spowart.  Finance Committee  Cllrs Grover, S Smith and Harris - Personnel Committee  Cllrs J Smith, Grover, Harris
iii  Appointment to Outside Bodies – Quarry Liaison Group Cllr. Grover – Bonsall School Foundation Cllr Harris
iv  Policies – Reviewed and no amendments
v  Banking Arrangements – With Virgin Bank and the signatories are Cllrs. Grover, Harris, J Smith, S Smith
vi  Insurance Arrangements – Currently with Gallagher (Hiscox) and will remain with them for the coming year.
vii  Parish Council Meeting Schedule for 2026/2027 was agreed and will be published on the website.  Of note is the January meeting will move forward by one week and there will be no meeting in December to allow for the Clerk/RFO to work on the audit.

	

	12/5/2



12/5/3
	Apologies for Absence:    Cllr M Harris



Variation to the Order of Business: None




	

	12/5/4
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	12/5/5
	Public Speaking:  A member of the public from the roads, verges and footpath group requested that the Parish Council continue to support the non-spraying in Bonsall as previously.  It was unanimously agreed to do so but again it was made clear that the DCC, Highways were ultimately responsible and could overrule this decision if they chose to do so, although this would be unlikely if the verges were being cleared and there was no road safety issue.  Ultimately that decision lies with them. The Clerk will contact Highways to ensure that the wishes of the group and Council were passed on. The group would discuss the Council’s Volunteer Policy which is on the website

	JS

	12/5/6
	Chairs Announcements:  None

	

	12/5/7
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Vice Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2026

Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda


i) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease JS/CB – Ongoing – CB has contacted the land agents and is awaiting a response.
ii) Notice Board repairs – The Cross one removed to be restored.  The Slaley one needs a new backing which is being purchased
iii) Car park sign – Ongoing
iv) Removal of net ball post – village resident has kindly offered to remove this   AS will help with this
v) Repair steps between playgrounds – ongoing  AS and JB will assist
vi) Councillors to establish sites for ‘no parking’ signs – The clerk wrote to the homeowner regarding the requested sign on Ember Lane which the Council agreed to purchase.  A response has not yet been received.  The one missing from the Well at the War Memorial will be replaced.  Further placement of signs was discussed to be placed on the Clatterway near to the BT box due to parking issues. Cllr Grover will purchase the signs
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VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  Awaiting response from Cllr. Hunter.  There are stocks of flood sacks.  The Clerk will enquire into the Flood Warden Scheme


b)  Park:

· Fixing of Dog and ‘No Camping’ signs: The dog signs have been fixed around the park area.  JB will fit the ‘no camping’ signs
· The bench to be re-sited in the toddler playground  Cllr Barry
· Small section of the fence surrounding the toddler playground to be replaced Cllr. Barry
· The PAT testing of the electrics will be carried out by Steve Baker before the Arts Trail
· WCs – the leak is now repaired


c) Website:  No issues were reported


d) Quarrying:  A report had been received by the Council that blasting had occurred which appeared to be adjacent to the public footpath by Ball Eye Quarry.  Cllr Grover will discuss this during his regular meetings with the Quarry.


e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  The Clatterway potholes were an ongoing issue.  Awaiting feedback from Cllr. Hunter who has reported it.  The request from the roads, verges and footpaths team to install a green material bin on the car park was not granted due to a clause in the lease which does not allow it.  However, the council voted for the lengthsmen to be asked to remove any green material that the DDDC would not take. This arrangement will be reviewed at the end of the year.


f) Lengthsmen Update: The park area will be tidied before the Arts Trail weekend.  JB will liaise with RG in relation to the funding received from Open Gardens.

g) The Cross:  Cllr S Smith reported that the stonemason is due in the following few days to complete the repair and quote for a full refurbishment

h) Policies:  The Council Strategic Plan was adopted

i) Churchyard: No issues were reported

j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs. Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is still ongoing. The clerk and RFO are working together for the completion of the end of year audit.  The Clerk will put together a recruitment package in relation to the Clerk/RFO position for the July 2026 meeting

k) Assets: No response has yet been received from the Planning Department in relation to the Wells’ ownership  

l) Drop Kerb: - Clatterway.  The Clerk has requested the drop kerb at the junction with Study Drive and is awaiting a response

m) ‘Please do not Park Here’ signs placement: -  See item 12/5/7/vi
	


JS





JB

JB
JB

JS







RG 







JB





JB RG


SS






JS  RG





JS


JS


JS





	12/5/9  







	FINANCE

Report from Interim RFO

RFO Report
The RFO reported that the 25/26 accounts had been audited, and a minor adjustment was required to end income on the 31st March rather than 1st April. The RFO signed the revised accounts. The annual budget for 26/27 was re-affirmed and will be published on the website along with the 25/26 accounts.

During April the outstanding payments from DDDC and DCC were received along with the 26/27 precept. The park rent had now been invoiced and paid, and the tree work invoiced and paid. Reserves were adjusted accordingly. 
The VAT claim was being prepared and will be sent before the next meeting.
Payments in the month were approved and countersigned




	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Approved payments in preceding month
	
	Paid out
	Paid in
	 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	02-Apr-26
	HMRC
	Transfer
	-24.88 
	
	 

	 
	02-Apr-26
	MOB, M N & J Biggin, BONSALL PC
	Transfer
	-166.28 
	
	 

	 
	07-Apr-26
	CRD07VM CASHBACK Mastercard
	Unknown
	
	0.02 
	 

	 
	08-Apr-26
	DERBYSHIRE DALES DERBYS DALES DC
	Giro
	
	1,581.00 
	 

	 
	09-Apr-26
	O2
	Direct Debit
	-16.04 
	
	 

	 
	10-Apr-26
	MOB, Philip Askew, Equip Maintain
	Transfer
	-100.00 
	
	 

	 
	13-Apr-26
	Npower
	Direct Debit
	-49.85 
	
	 

	 
	15-Apr-26
	MOB, Defib4Life
	Transfer
	-153.60 
	
	 

	 
	17-Apr-26
	E.On Next Ltd
	Direct Debit
	-22.34 
	
	 

	 
	21-Apr-26
	ATM Deposit MATLOCK
	ATM
	
	50.00 
	 

	 
	21-Apr-26
	ATM Deposit MATLOCK
	ATM
	
	542.00 
	 

	 
	24-Apr-26
	DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
	Transfer
	
	495.00 
	 

	 
	24-Apr-26
	R Allsopp, BONSALL PC
	Transfer
	-120.00 
	
	 

	 
	24-Apr-26
	The Derby Diocesan, Bonsall Recreation
	Transfer
	-1,200.00 
	
	 

	 
	24-Apr-26
	A6 Tree Care, Inv 759
	Giro
	-3,360.00 
	
	 

	 
	29-Apr-26
	CHARGES
	Charges
	-10.70 
	
	 

	 
	30-Apr-26
	DERBYSHIRE DALES DERBYS DALES DC
	Giro
	
	32,100.00 
	 

	 
	
	
	
	-5,223.69 
	34,768.02 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

















	

	12/5/10
	PLANNING

1 Application Number T/26/00081/TCA
28 High Street Bonsall
Fell to the ground 2 x Cherry Trees

There were no objections to this application





	

	12/5/11
	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 16th June at 7.30pm
	



Signature ………………………………………………
Print Name ……………………………………………


Bonsall Parish Council Annual and Monthly Minutes                                                 May 2026	                                                                                            

