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BONSALL PARISH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN
MAIN AIMS AND OBJECTIVES – MAY 2026 TO APRIL 2027

Background
Bonsall is a village and civil parish within the district of Derbyshire Dales and the County of Derbyshire.  It is a small community.  Local amenities include a recreational park and playground with a woodland area, WCs, car park, church, 2 public houses, tea rooms, garden centre, village hall, junior school and toddler group.  It hosts visitors who can stay at local bed and breakfast premises and holiday let accommodation.  

Aims of the Parish Council
The Parish Council is a small council with 7 members currently, with 1 vacancy. The Parish Council aims to build and sustain a flourishing, healthy and sustainable community, including local businesses, through support, informed and transparent decision making, meeting local needs by providing essential services and resources.
It meets at the Village Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm.  It decides on the amount of local taxes (the precept), comments on planning applications and has responsibility for numerous other issues pertaining to local life.

Purpose of the Strategic Plan
The purpose of the Strategic Plan is to assist the Council to make key decisions which will help it to achieve its aims and objectives which are intended to improve the quality of life for the people it serves in the community of Bonsall. 
The planned activities will help form the basis for setting future budgets. This plan is a guideline to deliver the aspirations of the local community within a planned budget and timeframe. This Plan is a ‘live’ document that will evolve through community engagement and will assist Councillors to make decisions in the best interests of those they serve. As a ‘live’ document this Strategic Plan will be monitored and updated regularly to demonstrate progress. 

Opportunities for Community Involvement Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council has an element for Public Participation. The council meetings are open to the public and time is set aside, prior to the commencement of the meeting, for members of the parish to make comments or to ask questions. 
An Annual Parish meeting is held in May each year giving residents the opportunity to have a say on local issues, find out what the Parish Council has been doing, and residents are given the opportunity to share their opinions on the services delivered by the Council. 
To ensure that this Strategic Plan adequately represents the best interests of the parish, members of the local community are invited to participate in its development.












Bonsall Parish Council Strategic Plan: Main Aims and Objectives – May 2026 to April 2027

	CATEGORY
	AREA
	OBJECTIVE
	ACTIONS
	TIMESCALES
	BUDGET

	Parish Council Governance and Communication
	Website











Village Notice Boards



Chair’s Annual Report





Annual Finance Report





	Platform for informing the public about the activities of the Parish Council.

Ensure monthly village newsletter is published on the website 

Ensure it is compliant with current legislation and regulations

Ensure they are fit for purpose and in good repair.  Monthly agenda and minutes to be displayed

To ensure written annual report is produced for the annual meeting and is accessible on the council website




To ensure an Annual Finance Report is produced and is accessible on the Council website





	Clerk to ensure updated 



Clerk to ensure newsletter published


Clerk to monitor and ensure compliance


Clerk to monitor and display Council matters



Chair to present an annual report at the annual parish meeting

Clerk to upload annual report onto the website



RFO to present an annual finance report at the annual parish meeting

Clerk to upload the finance report onto the website
	Ongoing



Ongoing



Ongoing



Ongoing




Annually in May



Annually in May




Annually in May



Annually in May
	Annual fee paid to provider









Tbc

	Community, Recreation and Services

	Recreation ground

Playground

Woodland area

Car Park

WCs

Churchyard

Grit Bins

	Long term enhancement and protection
	Clerk and Councillors and lengthsmen - survey of areas weekly/annually for possible repairs

Clerk - Liaison with agents of landowner where necessary 

Clerk to ensure tree surveys are carried out and action taken on the result – tree felling necessary due to ash die back – Lime Tree branch cut back approved – improving the woodland area


Clerk to ensure recreation area grass is mowed regularly by contractor

Lengthsmen to ensure paths are cleared



Clerk and contractor to ensure the WC’s are cleaned and in good order

Clerk to ensure the Parish Council grit is ordered in good time and that the grit bins are replenished when necessary.

	Weekly/annually/ongoing





When necessary



Due fixed dates and ongoing tree felling – lime trees to be trimmed









Due fixed dates




When necessary




Weekly clean and check




Yearly in September/October
Ongoing throughout the winter months

	









Costs within the agreed budget







Costs within the agreed budget

Costs within the agreed budget

Costs within the agreed budget

Costs within the agreed budget














	
	Monuments:


War Memorial + light

Fountains

Cross

	
	Continue to monitor condition and repairs

Ensure War Memorial area coned for ceremonies to avoid obstructions Supply funding for light
	Ongoing


Usually November yearly but at other times when necessary



	Tbc


Costs within the agreed budget

	
	Village Events
Eg Carnival

	Support community events and encourage tourism in the local area


	Arrangements for the provision of village Christmas trees

Supply and pay for electricity on the recreation field

	
	Costs within the agreed budget

	
	Community Grants


	Support grants funding to local community 
	Support Mutterings
	Annually
	Costs within the agreed budget

	Flooding

	Flood risk areas in the village
	Continue to press for information and action on flooding issues not responded to


	Ensure that this is an agenda item and is progressed at full council meetings to press for a response

Ensure tree bark supplies for playground are available


Ensure flood sacks are stocked and readily available

	Ongoing
	





Costs within the agreed budget

Costs within the agreed budget

	Planning



	
	Ensure a balanced and overall interest of the village are reflected in comments made on planning applications, being aware which areas are within the conservation area.


	Continue to respond to planning applications, representing the views of the local community
	Ongoing
	




