DRAFT
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 17th 
March 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover interim RFO, J Smith interim Clerk, S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart, C Binns, District Councillor Buckler  1 member of the public

	

	17/3/1



17/3/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business: None




	

	17/3/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	17/3/4
	Public Speaking:  

Cllr. Buckler reported that Council Tax was being increased by just under 3% and that the parking permits would be sent to householders with the council tax letters.

There was still time for residents to comment on the proposed council re-organisation


	

	17/3/5
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 17th February 2026


Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda


i) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease JS/CB – Ongoing – CB to make contact
ii) Notice Board repairs CB/AS – Ongoing
iii) WC plumbing issue – Now resolved
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SS

	17/3/6
	Chair’s Announcements:      None




	

	

17/3/7










































































































	

VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  Yeoman Street had been resurfaced, and the water stop tap covers had been covered.  The drains also contain tarmac.  This had been reported by residents and Cllr. S Smith.  The leak at the Queens Head was repaired 


b)  Park:

I.Trees/Land update: 

Quotes had been received for the tree work.  There was a large variance in price between the 3 quotes.  The Council voted unanimously to employ A6 trees.  Planning permission had been sought.  It was agreed that A6 would apply for a felling licence on behalf of the Council for a cost of £150.  The Council had no objections to their application for planning to remove the dead trees.  Cllr J Smith and Cllr. Binns are liaising in relation to the lease and Cllr. Binns will send a letter to Fisher German.
 

II.Playground update:  

The clerk is finalising the paperwork in relation to the grant and will write to Mutterings requesting feedback from the parents of playground users.  A date to be fixed in June 2026 has been earmarked for a celebration of the grant funding for all the recipients and the clerk will complete a folder for the occasion.


III. Car Park Sign:  Wording agreed.  Cllr. Grover will take this forward to have the sign made


IV. WC plumbing update:   See 17/3/5  Cllr. S Smith will fit the soap dispenser

V.  Removal of netball post to facilitate Carnival marquee: It was agreed that the old netball post will be removed.  It was noted that the Carnival Committee Chair had agreed to assist with funding if there was a cost.  Cllr. Barry to carry this forward.

VI.  New signs – dogs.  It was agreed to purchase signs for the park in relation to dogs being kept on leads and picking up after the dog.  This was in light of the recent incidents of dog faeces being found on the park and in the toddler playground.  Clerk to ask Mutterings to put signs in the spare spaces within the publication.

VII.  Request for permission to park a camper van on the car park for 3 weeks.  Denied – not in line with the Council Policy.


c)  Website:  No issues were reported


d) Quarrying:  Cllr. Grover reported that he had met with Roy at Ball Eye Quarry and the meetings would be bi-monthly.  He attended the Quarry Liaison meeting where noise related complaints coming from Slinter Quarry were reported.  However, these were all within the legal limit.



e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  The Clatterway potholes were an ongoing issue.  Awaiting feedback from Cllr. Hunter


f) Lengthsmen Update: Cllr. Barry said that the strimmers were scheduled to be collected post service.  Topsoil and grass seed was available for the mound in the toddler playground.


g) The Cross:  Cllr S Smith reported that a stonemason had been found to repair the collision damage.  He will also quote a price for a full cross repair.


h) Policies:  The Clerk is reviewing all policies as the audit is due.  Cllr. Grover will review the Finance documents


i) Churchyard: The clerk reported that planning permission for the crowning of the lime trees was in place for 2 years.  Therefore, priority will be given to felling the ash trees which were more urgent.  The addition of names on 2 x memorial stones was approved unanimously.  Cllr. Grover asked the clerk to request that future payments for this be made by bank transfer instead of a cheque.


j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is still ongoing.  The clerk will have audit course training via Zoom.  The  clerk and RFO will work together for the completion of the end of year audit.


k) Assets:  Reference the village wells, the council agreed the wording of a letter to be sent to residents with wells attached to or adjacent to their properties to establish ownership in order to update the Council’s asset list.  The clerk will post this, together with copy photographs of the respective wells, to the respective properties and will co-ordinate the responses, following up any non replies.

l) Training:  Cllrs Spowart and Binns will attend new councillor training via Zoom in July 2026.

m) Council’s position on Bonsall’s Design Statement where if affects Council decision making: The council unanimously agreed on the following:                     ‘The position of the parish council, when faced with a planning decision within Bonsall’s conservation area, will be to refer to the Bonsall Village Design statement when necessary.  This does not hold the Council to adhere to the Village Design Statement. Bonsall Parish Council acknowledges that Bonsall is not included in the Derbyshire Dales District Council’s Article 4 Direction, where more stringent controls are imposed within certain conservation areas.’  The clerk was asked to make enquiries with DDDC planning to establish why Bonsall was not included in the Article 4 Direction and if Bonsall did want to be included, would that be possible.
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17/3/8








































































































17/3/9
	

Finance:

The invoices were agreed and signed by the Chair.  The end of year final account will be reported at the May meeting.




 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	Approved payments in preceding month 
	 
	Paid out 
	Paid in 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	02-Feb-26 
	Safety Barrier - park 
	Card  
	34.98  
	 
	  

	  
	03-Feb-26 
	Equip Maintainence  
	Transfer 
	100.00  
	 
	  

	  
	03-Feb-26 
	Charges  
	Charges  
	 
	0.63  
	  

	  
	05-Feb-26 
	Printer inks 
	Transfer 
	71.98  
	 
	  

	  
	05-Feb-26 
	Keys 
	Transfer 
	18.00  
	 
	  

	  
	05-Feb-26 
	Printer Ink - RFO 
	Transfer 
	34.98  
	 
	  

	  
	09-Feb-26 
	Electricity 
	D. Debit 
	16.04  
	 
	  

	  
	13-Feb-26 
	Room Hire 
	Transfer 
	15.00  
	 
	  

	  
	13-Feb-26 
	Playground inspect 
	Transfer 
	72.00  
	 
	  

	  
	17-Feb-26 
	Electricity 
	Transfer 
	18.23  
	 
	  

	  
	18-Feb-26 
	Soap dispenser 
	Transfer 
	7.99  
	 
	  

	  
	26-Feb-26 
	Charges  
	Charges  
	9.20  
	 
	  

	  
	27-Feb-26 
	Top soil - playground 
	Card  
	20.00  
	 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	418.40  
	0.63  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
 













 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Summary of reasons behind 26/27 Precept increase 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Precept for 25/26 
	 
	          
24,500  
	 

	inflation for 26/27 
	 
	             
1,250  
	 

	 
	 
	           
25,750  
	 

	Play area maintenance 
	 
	             
1,000  
	 

	Ash dieback in the park  
	 
	             
3,000  
	 

	Cost increases realised from previous years 
	 
	                
830  
	 

	Reduction in DDDC / DCC lengthsmen funding  
	 
	             
1,000  
	 

	Insurance increases 
	 
	                
500  
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Precept for 26/27 
	 
	          
32,076  
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Avg increase per household  
	 
	                  
32  
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 
 


 
 








Planning


1.Re development of farm buildings to create 3 residential dwellings – Croft Farm
Planning Application 26/00209/FUL

Decision    No objection

2. Installation of solar PV panels – Brumlea Farm Cottage, Moor Lane
Planning Application 26/00201/FUL

Decision    No objection - majority 6/1

3.Proposed internal and external alterations in association with the conversion to a dwelling – 1 High Street
Planning Application 26/00217/LBALT

Decision     No objection

4. Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) of planning application 22/00769/FUL
Resubmission – 1 High Street
Planning Application 26/00216/VCOND

Decision     No objection

5.  Peak Park – Revised design to approved extension and garage scheme ref NP/DDD/0725/0698 – Slaley Farm, Slaley
Planning Application NP/DDD/0226/0176

Decision      No objection

6.  Felling of 2 x ash trees with ash die back – Bonsall Recreation Area
T/26/00056/TCA   See 17/3/7 - Park

Decision      No objection
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Date of next meeting

Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 7.30pm
	




Bonsall Parish Council Minutes	                                                                                           March 2026

