
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th 
January 2026 at Bonsall Village Hall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover interim RFO, J Smith interim Clerk, S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart, C Binns, 1 member of the public

	

	20/1/1



20/1/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business:  If Councillor Hunter arrives to move Quarrying item forward.




	

	20/1/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	20/1/4
	Public Speaking:  

None
	

	20/1/5
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 16th December 2025


Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda

None


	





	20/1/6
	Chair’s Announcements:       None



	

	20/1/7
	Councillor Vacancies:       Written applications were received from Andrew Spowart and Connor Binns who were present.  They were both proposed and seconded by sitting councillors. The council voted unanimously to co-opt them to fill the 2 of the existing vacancies.  The Chair welcomed them.


	

	

20/1/8










































































































	

VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  Cllrs R Grover had forwarded flooding documentation to the councillors but had yet to forward the information to Cllr. Hunter which he will do. 




b)  Park:

I.Trees/Land update: Cllr J Smith reported that she had liaised with Cllr. Binns regarding the lease, for clarity.  The park has 2 footpaths running through it which are the responsibility of DCC and it is believed that the Diocese is responsible for Health and Safety in relation to the land.  RFO will contact the Land Agents to query the rent payable.  Clerk to check on previous correspondence to forward to the RFO and Cllrs J Smith and C Binns will liaise to discuss the way forward and report back to full council. 

The council had received complaints in relation to the damage being caused by young people digging paths and holes in the park causing erosion and trip hazards on the public footpaths and filling a hole with stones in the goalmouth on the football pitch,  It appears that stones were being removed from the dry stone walling and were scattered on the field and banks.  Clerk to write an article for Mutterings and put it on the Social Media page with photographs requesting that this behaviour be stopped and that parents encourage their children to respect the park and land.



II.Playground update:  Cllr J Smith reported that the installation of the new equipment was due to finish on 21/1/26.  Mowing of the grass covering the black safety matting could not start until the grass was at least 4 inches high.  It was decided that the lengthsmen would strim this grass when necessary, as the risk of damage was high if mowed inadvertently. Clerk to notify the contractor

III. Overnight Parking.  The current sign in the car park was produced prior to the car park policy being passed by full council, hence the small discrepancies.  It was agreed that a new sign would be produced to align with the current policy noting that it needed replacing due to the recent damage caused.

IV. WC plumbing update: Ongoing


c)  Website:  It was agreed to purchase Windows 365, Adobe and Anti Virus


d) Quarrying:  Cllr. Grover reported that there had been complaints following the last Ball Eye blast which takes place on Wednesdays and notice is always given.  It appears that the quarry liaison group are not currently meeting and Cllr. Hunter is part of this group.  Cllr. Grover will contact Cllr. Hunter for an update.  In the meantime, Cllr Grover said that residents should contact him in relation to Ball Eye Quarry issues and consideration will be given to forming a local group in relation to this.  Cllr Grover will write to Andy Porter.

e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  Cllr Grover said that the Clatterway pavement needed to be swept.  Clerk to report the matter

f) Lengthsmen Update: Cllr. Barry said that the strimmers were currently being serviced.  When the grit stock arrives the lengthsmen will distribute it.  Cllr Spowart agreed to assist with this.


g) The Cross:  Ongoing

h) Policies:  The councillor co-option policy was agreed.  Clerk reported that she had looked at the current policies and subcommittee groups to check that they were still fit for purpose and up to date.  It was agreed that the following are the current sub committees and all others have been disbanded.

HR Committee, Park Committee and Finance Committee. 

 Clerk to review the HR policies to place them all under one umbrella.  The HR committee will meet in April 2026 to review the Clerk/RFO vacancies.


i) Sub Committees:  See item h) above

j) Churchyard: see item 20/1/10

k) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is still ongoing

l) Assets:  This is still ongoing.  The current asset list contains details of wells attached to village dwellings.  A village resident with local historical knowledge has given a written response in relation to this, but ownership was still unclear.  Cllr. S Smith will gather a list of all such wells for the Clerk to contact the relevant householders.  It is requested that anyone in the village who could help with this matter to please contact the Clerk.

m) Noticeboards:  The Clerk reported that the notice board at The Cross and Slaley needed a new backing board.  Cllrs Binns and Spowart agreed to take this forward.  She reported that the Uppertown board was difficult to access due to the location of the litter bin and parked vehicles.  Cllrs Harris and Barry agreed to place the minutes and agenda in this noticeboard.
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20/1/9





20/1/10
	

Finance:

The invoices were agreed and signed by the Chair.  The precept was discussed and agreed.


Planning



I.Application for tree works T26/00008/TCA – St James’s Church Bonsall

Decision    No objection


	



RG

	







	

Date of next meeting

Tuesday 17th February at 7.30pm
	




Signed …………………………………………………………………………….

Print Signature …………………………………………………………………..
Bonsall Parish Council Minutes	                                                                                            January 2026

