
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 16th 
December 2025 at Bonsall Village Hall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07306 311451
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover (Interim RFO), J Smith, S Smith, J Barry, County Councillor A Hunter, 3 members of public

	

	16/12/1



16/12/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business:  None




	

	16/12/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	16/12/4
	Public Speaking:  

Councillor Hunter reported that he had contacted Highways Dept. regarding the road closures and the poor road signage.  The forthcoming road works on the Via Gellia would last between 8am – 4pm during the months of Jan/Feb 2026 to enable the removal of trees.  The council have used their powers to enforce this.  Cllr. Hunter has requested that the signage includes the fact that businesses are open as usual as they had failed to do this on the last occasion when asked. The clerk has been in discussions with the project manager in relation to the signage and the issues with lorries using the village as a short cut and causing accidents.  Cllr. Hunter will take this matter forward.  

Cllr. Hunter reported that he had a small amount of funds available for community project improvement.

Cllr. Hunter agreed to take the matter forward in relation to the blocked drains at Uppertown which has an impact on road safety, particularly as traffic will increase due to the forthcoming roadworks.



	




















	16/12/5
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2025




Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda
None


	





	16/12/6
	Chair’s Announcements       None


	

	16/12/7
	Clerk’s Report    This is to be forwarded to councillors with the agenda to give them an opportunity to raise any questions from it at the meeting.  Remove as standing item




	JS

	16/12/8








































































16/12/9




































	VILLAGE MATTERS


a) Flooding:  Cllr Grover reported the historical events leading to the appointment of a survey team (Richard Ward) from which a large report was produced.  Attempts to gain information and updates from Richard Ward have been difficult.  Cllr Hunter agreed to investigate this matter.  Cllr Grover has the only hard copy of the report which he will forward to Cllr Hunter

b)  Park:

I.Playground update:  The Clerk and Chair met with the Wicksteed representative onsite to finalise the arrangements.  Work is to begin w/c 5th January 2026 and will take approximately 2 weeks, weather permitting. 
i)  Bench to be re-sited from the playground prior to the start of the works
ii) Ensure the public toilets are open, clean and stocked with paper and soap to be used by the work force.  This will offer a saving of around £300.
iii) A junior roundabout is being installed and will be sited adjacent to the junior swings.  The carnival committee have been consulted in relation to this.
iv) The Clerk has submitted the interim report in relation to the grant.  A further interim report is due in Jan ’26 and the invoices need to be submitted by 20/2/26
v) The current toddler climbing frame is being relocated to the school.

2.Trees/land update:  Cllr J Smith reported that DALC had been consulted for advice on the land/tree situation and the response had been shared.  Chair suggested a separate meeting to discuss this matter.  Clerk to draft a letter to be agreed to send to DALC


c)  Website:  Cllr S Smith has reported that this is up to date currently


d) Quarrying:  Nothing to report.  The liaison meeting has still not gone ahead.  Cllr Grover will make enquiries into why there has been no liaison meeting

e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths: The Clerk reported that a member of the public had contacted her in relation to the footpath on High Street, at the side of the Village Life church.  The lengthsmen inspected the path and reported that it was muddy due to the high rainfall but there were no obstructions and it had been strimmed.

Peter Spencer had produced a map of all grit bins and footpaths which will be scanned onto the website.  All grit bins are full.  The Clerk had contacted DCC to fill up their grit bins in the village.  This appears to have been done.


f) Lengthmen’s Update:  Cllr Barry reported that the heads purchased from Twiggs for the strimmers were the wrong size and will be returned.  A village resident is happy to work with the Parish Council to ensure the equipment is working.
g) The Cross:  Ongoing

h) Policies: Co-option policy for next month’s agenda


i) Churchyard: 

I.Memorials:  The council agreed to additional inscriptions x 2

II.Churchyard Trees: The lime trees had been surveyed and work needed to be carried out. Clerk to contact the TPO.  3 quotes from tree surgeons needed

j) Interim Clerk and RFO arrangements: Work is still ongoing

k) Closure of Via Gellia:  See item 16/12/4

l) Monument – addition to asset list:  Agenda item for next meeting





Finance:

RFO Report
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	16/12/10
	Planning


I. Application for incorporation of annexe into main dwelling – Mill Race House, Clatterway   25/00970/FUL

Decision  No objections

2.Application for change of use of ground floor to provide living accommodation – Chickenfoot Brewery    25/01080/FUL

Decision     No objections

	

	







	

Date of next meeting

Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 7.30pm
	




Signed …………………………………………………………..

Print Name ……………………………………………………..
Bonsall Parish Council Minutes	                                                                                            December 2025
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Approved Payments in the preceding month Paid Out Paid In

27-Nov-25 Charges Charges 14.68

25-Nov-25 R Allsop Toilet Cleaning Transfer 120.00

20-Nov-25 Mr G Hardy, Bonsall PC Payroll Transfer 229.84

20-Nov-25 P Spencer Bonsall PC Payroll Transfer 77.64

20-Nov-25 Gravelmaster - Grit Card 181.00

20-Nov-25 Amazon printer paper and ink Card 57.10

18-Nov-25 Direct Debit E.On Electricity D. Debit 18.23

17-Nov-25 Card Factory Stationary Card 12.54

10-Nov-25 O2 Mobile phone D. Debit 16.04

06-Nov-25 R Johnson T/A Land Grass cutting Transfer 225.60

04-Nov-25 HMRC Income Tax and NI Transfer 453.47

04-Nov-25 Burial Fees Transfer 400.00

03-Nov-25 Cashback Charges 0.09


