DRAFT
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21st 
April 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover interim RFO, J Smith interim Clerk, S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart, C Binns,   1 member of the public

	

	21/4/1



21/4/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business: None




	

	21/4/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	21/4/4
	Public Speaking:  A member of the public from the roads, verges and footpath group reported that they are having a day of roadside clearing on 7th June 2026.  The Council was asked to review its position on the placing of compost bins on the car park for non-weed vegetation collected by the group.  In October 2025 it was agreed to review this after 6 months if the allotment group could not facilitate this. Wooden pallets would be used to make 2 compost bins.  To be placed on the next agenda.  Clerk to forward the original item from the October meeting to all councillors before the next meeting

	JS

	21/4/5
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 17th March 2026

Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda


i) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease JS/CB – Ongoing – RG to pay the outstanding rent against the invoices now received. CB will contact Fisher German via telephone to arrange a meeting
ii) Notice Board repairs – The Cross one removed to be restored.  The Slaley one needs a new backing which is being purchased
iii) Car park sign – agreed by full council to include ‘Welcome to Bonsall’ message at the head of the sign – funding agreed
iv) WC – fit soap dispenser – ongoing. Further one to be purchased by RG
v) Removal of net ball post – village resident has kindly offered to remove this   AS will help with this
vi) Repair steps between playgrounds – ongoing  AS and JB will assist
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	21/4/6
	Chair’s Announcements:      None




	

	

21/4/7







































































































	
VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  Awaiting response from Cllr. Hunter


b)  Park:

Trees/Park sub-committee update: Trees felled and invoice received.   A felling licence will be done by the tree specialist to proceed with the rest of the trees which need to be felled in the park area.  Park sub-committee Held their annual meeting – 
· The twigs piled on the park awaiting disposal had been shredded by a village resident  Cllr.Barry
· The purchased dog signs would be affixed in the park to prevent dog fouling and dogs being let off leads. Cllr J Smith
· 2 ‘No Camping’ signs have been purchased and will replace the broken ones in the car park  Cllr Grover
· Consideration to be given to painting the container which was developing rust spots  Cllr J Smith
· The bench to be re-sited in the toddler playground  Cllr Barry
· Rocks from the old slide to be removed and the area seeded  Cllr Spowart
· Small section of the fence surrounding the toddler playground to be replaced Cllr. Barry
· Tree bark on the junior playground to be raked.  Cllr Barry
· Lower branch of tree in toddler playground to be trimmed  Cllr Barry
· Roof of the electric box needs slight repair  Cllr Grover
· Sign in toddler playground to be updated  Cllr. J Smith
· Church yard trees – Cllr J Smith to check survey report in relation to the felling of the dead trees
· WC’s checked – new soap dispenser purchased and to be fitted  Cllr S Smith
· 
The full council agreed the minutes and actions above

The Parish Council expressed its thanks to Open Gardens for their donation of £250 which will support the lengthsmen to carry out extra duties in the park area. Cllr. Grover reported on the number of hours/funds held in reserve for the lengthsmen for the year which will be reviewed throughout the year


c) Website:  No issues were reported


d) Quarrying:  No issues were reported


e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  The Clatterway potholes were an ongoing issue.  Awaiting feedback from Cllr. Hunter


f) Lengthsmen Update: The large number of twigs on the park had been shredded by a village resident.  The Parish Council expressed its thanks for this.  The equipment used by the lengthsmen and Church groundsman has been serviced.  Strimming has started.  Cllr. Grover will start a conversation with the DDDC in relation to the part funding of the footpaths to try to obtain an increase in the funding from them for next year.

g) The Cross:  Cllr S Smith reported that a stonemason should have replaced the stones yesterday, but he has a family situation which has delayed him.  He has engaged his partner to examine the whole monument to quote on the cost of restoration of the Cross

h) Policies:  Volunteer Policy – This was agreed by the full council and adopted. If anyone works as a volunteer for the Parish Council they need to sign up to this Volunteer Policy prior to starting the work.  Strategic/Business plan was discussed.  It was agreed by full council that the Clerk would write this policy and circulate it to all councillors prior to the next meeting

i) Churchyard: There are 4 trees in the Churchyard which need to be felled this year.  The clerk will identify these from the documentation sent by the surveyor and liaise with Cllr. Barry and the church groundsman to report back to the next meeting.

j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs. Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is still ongoing. The clerk and RFO will work together for the completion of the end of year audit.  The personnel committee will meet prior to the next meeting to discuss the recruitment of new Clerk/RFO.

k) Assets:  Email sent by the Clerk to the DDDC Planning Department which was the department advised by the DDDC for them to consult old Parish Records, to establish the ownership of the 2 wells attached to dwellings which appear on our Asset Register.  Awaiting a response

l) Drop Kerb: - Clatterway.  A member of the public has reported that 2 disabled residents who use mobility scooters are unable to use the pavement on the Clatterway at its junction with Study Drive as there is no dropped kerb at that location.  Clerk to report the matter to DCC Highways department at a matter of urgency and request that this be rectified.

m) ‘Please do not Park Here’ signs placement: -  A member of the public has requested that one be placed on Ember Lane.  Photographs were produced as evidence that the tractor from the farm must drive onto the small, paved area at the front door of dwellings to pass parked vehicles at that location. It is believed that the resident who owns the adjacent wall has given permission for the sign to be erected, but the clerk needs to clarify this by writing to the householder. The council unanimously agreed to purchase a sign for this location. It was discussed that further signs would be beneficial on the Clatterway at the Study Drive end to prevent the parking at this location which causes problems with traffic travelling into and out of the village as their vision is impaired on the bend due to the parked vehicles.  The Clerk to make enquiries with the householder for permission to place signs on the wall.  Cllr. Grover will establish the cost of purchasing 6 signs.  The Councillors agreed to establish potential sites in the village for the signs to be placed.
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Finance:

The previously prepared budget forming the basis of the 26/27 precept calculation was discussed again and approved. The RFO presented the invoices and list of payments and receipts in the month for counter signature by the chair. A final reconciliation of payments and receipts against the 25/26 budget will be prepared for the next meeting.”.



 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	 
	  
	Approved payments in preceding month 
	 
	Paid out 
	Paid in 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	02-Mar-26 
	R.Allsop - Toilets  
	Transfer 
	-120.00  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	03-Mar-26 
	Charges  
	Transfer 
	 
	0.56  
	  
	 

	 
	  
	04-Mar-26 
	Stationary 
	Transfer 
	-6.47  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	05-Mar-26 
	Wicksteed Playground 
	Transfer 
	-23,725.19  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	12-Mar-26 
	Mobile phone  
	D. Debit 
	-16.04  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	17-Mar-26 
	Equipment maintenance  
	Transfer 
	-120.00  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	17-Mar-26 
	Electricity 
	D. Debit 
	-12.35  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	Website fees 
	Transfer 
	-432.00  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	G. Hardy 
	Transfer 
	-142.41  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	R. Allsop Toilets  
	Transfer 
	-120.00  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	Danger tree signs  
	Card  
	-111.02  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	P.Spencer 
	Transfer 
	-91.86  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	Printer cartridges  
	Charges  
	-40.82  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	20-Mar-26 
	Laminator pouches  
	Transfer 
	-6.99  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	26-Mar-26 
	Bank Charges  
	Transfer 
	-9.80  
	 
	  
	 

	 
	  
	30-Mar-26 
	Insurance cross damage  
	Transfer 
	 
	1,950.00  
	  
	 

	 
	  
	30-Mar-26 
	Defibrillator Donation 
	D. Debit 
	 
	250.00  
	  
	 

	 
	  
	01-Apr-26 
	Burial Fees 
	Transfer 
	 
	200.00  
	  
	 

	 
	  
	 
	 
	 
	-24,954.95  
	2,400.56  
	  
	 

	 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 



Planning


1.Change of use from a bed and breakfast and tea rooms to a dwelling house – 1 Yeoman Street.  
Planning Application 26/00340/FUL

Decision    No objection


2. Erection of detached garage and rebuild of retaining wall – Millbrook Cottage, Clatterway, Bonsall
Planning Application 26/00202/FUL

Decision    No objection - majority 6/1


3. Variation of Condition 4 (approved plans) of planning application 17/00916/FUL to allow for revised design of the external stair handrail – Kings Head Public House 62 Yeoman Street

Planning Application 26/00228/VCOND

Decision     No objection
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Date of next meeting

Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm



Annual Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7pm 




followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting


	



Bonsall Parish Council Minutes	                                                                                           April 2026

