DRAFT
Bonsall Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Annual Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday 12th
May 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Present
Cllrs. R Grover, S Smith, J Barry, C Binns, A Spowart, J Smith 
Apologies:  Cllr. M Harris


	1. Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The minutes of the last meeting of 13th May 2025 were approved


	2. Report from the Chair of the Bonsall Parish Council for 2025 – 2026

12th May 2026
 Chair Report for 2025-26

The last 12 months have been a significant busy year for Bonsall Parish Council (BPC) and in particular for Cllrs. Richard Grover and Jackie Smith who agreed to carry out the roles of interim RFO and Clerk respectively. A huge thanks to you from BPC and the village. Overall, I believe we have made significant progress in a number of key areas as highlighted below.

I would like to thank all Councillors and staff as well as the many Bonsall residents who have supported us during the year. 

In no particular order, I would like to highlight the following key developments over the last 12 months:

· Toddler Playground

· During the year a grant was awarded from the Community Resilience fund for £16k new toddler playground equipment. This was supported by £4k from the BPC budget. A wonderful new facility was installed early 2026 and has received excellent feedback (thanks to all involved).   

· Clerk / RFO

· In July last year the then Clerk and RFO resigned and would be leaving by the end of September. Since October, Cllrs. R. Grover (RFO) and J. Smith (Clerk) have been completing these duties unsalaried and we are so grateful for their excellent contribution. We will look to recruit new Clerk /RFO in the next couple of months.  

 
· Flooding

· During the year we have made many several attempts to discuss ongoing concerns with past flooding in the village with Derbyshire County Council (DCC) and the report that was issued a number of years ago now. DDC Cllr. Hunter has recently agreed to try and establish next steps with his colleagues at County Hall.


· Bonsall PC Website

· A considerable amount of work has been completed during the year to get our Parish Online website up to date. Many thanks to Cllr. Steve Smith for his continued support with this work. In June last year Parish Online set up new gov.uk emails addresses for Clerk/RFO and all PC’s.  




· Road Condition

· There were several complaints received during year regards the condition of the roads in the village particularly the number of potholes. There have however, been a number of significant works to improve some of these works (in particular Yeoman Street and Uppertown) but there remain some areas that are still in need of attention (e.g. Clatterway).

 
· Bonsall Cross

· The Cross has been in a poor state of repair for a few years now and this combined with a recent vehicle collision has made this a priority for the Council. Insurance monies were retrieved during this year for the recent damage and this is currently being repaired. The contractors that we are using will look at the overall repairs and costs needed so we will then need to look at applying for grants etc. for the cross in its entirety.
   
· Trees

· There has been further extensive work on trees in the park, playground areas and Church grounds area over the past year. A survey carried out last September identified 8 trees that needed to be felled during the next 12 months. The work on the lime trees in the Church yard to be completed in the next 24 months.


· Bonsall Parish Councillors

· In January this year we were delighted that we appointed 2 new Parish Councillors (PCs). Welcome to Cllrs. Connor Binns and Andrew Spowart


· WC’s

· Continued issues and improvements made to the public toilets. Thanks to all those involved.


· Diocese Leased land

· An urgent meeting needs to be convened with the Church Diocese and or their agents (Fisher German) to discuss the ongoing lease and management of the land owned by the Diocese

· Road Closures

· There were significant issues with road closures in and around Bonsall during year. Signage was not very clear and there were many large vehicles using the village as a through route with many accidents and issues. 

Mark Harris
Chair Bonsall Parish Council
5th May 2026




	3. Report from the Finance Officer of Bonsall Parish Council Income and Expenditure 2025 – 2026 and Precept:  
Bonsall Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting – 12th May 2026
Responsible Finance Officer Annual report for year April 2025 – April 2026

The annual parish accounts have been prepared and are in the process of both internal and external audit 

As part of the process, year to year explanation of variances will be prepared and published along with a reconciliation of our bank account and funds. At the beginning of July, there will be a period when the public have the statutory right to inspect the accounts and ask questions. 
This report gives an indication of the council’s, income, expenditure, reserves and financial challenges. All details of our accounts and transactions are transparent and will be available on the website.

Last year was the first financial year that the council had a separate general reserves budget and an earmarked reserves budget. Those budgets have been managed and updated, though our general reserves, which were at a minimum at the start of the year, but have not increased. General reserves cannot be refreshed by a precept increase, and the council need to consider ways of generating income or making savings to start the process of increasing reserves. 
Both the council’s workload and turnover increased last year with the new playground and ash dieback tree work. The VAT reclaim has been deferred to this current financial year and an adjustment made within the accounts for the VAT and other recognised income. 
Last year’s annual budget was optimistic and was reliant on savings of £3,000 being generated during the year, if this wasn’t achieved the balance would have been met from reserves. Half way through the year the council obtained a £16,000 grant for new play equipment with a condition that the council contributed £4,000 to the cost. At this juncture Cllrs J.Smith and R.Grover agreed to continue with the vacant Clerk/RFO job at no Salary which funded the £7,000 (£3000 + £4,000) to balance the budget. 

Last years turnover, including the cost of the playground, was £47,000. More and more resources and funds are being delegated to Parish Councils and the council will need to be prepared for increased financial management of resources that will form part of future precepts. When annual expenditure reaches £50,000, the council will be considered a larger, more active authority requiring more robust financial reporting, auditing, and public disclosure. 

There is a robust plan and budget in place for this financial year starting April 26. Plans and funding for the refurbishment of the cross need to be put in place and the cost and plan for the engagement of a salaried Clerk/RFO needs to be developed. 
The budget for the current financial year has been agreed and is in place and an explanation of increases has been published in minutes. 

Richard Grover  - Acting RFO - Bonsall Parish Council




	4.  Plans for the coming year:  See Strategy Policy on the Parish Council Website



	5.  To consider any other Parish matters that may be brought forward by the Council or Local Government electors:  None







Signed …………………………………………………………
Bonsall Annual Parish Meeting 12th May 2026
