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In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering

March 2026

SPRING IS BREAKING OUT!

Snowdrops, St James Churchyard

Crocus, High Street

Cyclamen, The DalePurple Crocus, St James Churchyard

Cowslip, High Street
All Photos by Maggie Duggins
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CHURCH DIARY
St James
Church services for March are:
Sunday 15 March  Eucharist at 9:30 am 
for Mothering Sunday 
Sunday 29 March  Eucharist at 9:30 am   
Palm Sunday
Wirksworth Team Ministry
For further details, please ring the 
Team Office on 01629 824707

Bonsall Church Café 
Refreshments are available in church 
from 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm on 
Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays.
We offer ham, cheese and hot sausage 
cobs, home-made soup and cakes all at 
reasonable prices.
The Wirksworth Team Ministry

Village Life Church 
(High Street) 
Sunday 10:30 am Worship Service
Tuesday 2:00 pm Craft Club 
Wednesday 6:00 pm The Gathering. A 
meal followed by a short bible study. All 
are welcome.
Friday 10:00 am Prayer Gathering.
Sunday 29 March 10:30 am ‘Your 
Kingdom’ Prayer Service. We will be 
praying for our community, our nation 
and our world. All are welcome.
For more information about the church, 
or if you need any practical help and 
support please call on 07988 071682 or 
email us at villagelifechurchbonsall@
gmail.com 
Pastor Matthew Quinn

Bonsall Dale Chapel
Sunday Services are at 6:15 pm with 
visiting speakers. All are welcome to 
join with us.
Judy Land

CHURCH NEWS
Church Article
As I sit writing this article in the middle 
of February, I am aware of the first signs 
of spring. It has been a very dark, dull 
grey winter with little snow but lots of 
mist and rain. I am sure I am not the 
only one who is looking forward to the 
warmer days appearing. In the mean-
time, the snowdrops are out and the 
crocus are lighting up our gardens, and 
I have just seen the first heads appear on 
the daffodils nestled in below the cherry 
tree.
The days ahead will get lighter and Lent 
will progress to Holy Week which occurs 
at the end of March then we will be into 
the great celebration of Easter- the dark 
giving way to the light, sorrow to joy 
despair to rejoicing.
Lent is a time to take stock of our lives, a 
time to reflect on what is important and 
an opportunity to draw closer to God. 
A time to seek forgiveness, to walk with 
Christ in His own pilgrimage toward the 
cross and to look forward. What we seek 
to find, what we hope will be the end 
result of this journey will be personal to 
each of us- but God is at the centre with 
each one. From earliest times Lent has 
been a penitential time, a time for self-
examination, penitence, the receiving of 
God’s grace, prayer for ourselves and 
others, self-denial and recommitment, 
study, charity and preparation for Easter 
for every Christian.
Why not think about how you can move 
closer to God this Lent?
There will be services at St James on 
Mothering Sunday 15 March when we 
will remember all who have mothered us 
in any way. There will also be a service 
on 29 March- Palm Sunday, with a palm 
procession into church. Why not come 
along and join us. 
Looking ahead into April on Good 
Friday- 3 April there will be Family 
Easter Crafts in St James- an opportu-
nity to have fun making Easter themed 
crafts and refreshments. Fun for all ages.
A prayer for you to use this Lent:
O Lord you have given us your word for 
a light to shine upon our path.
Grant us to meditate on that word, and 
to follow its teaching, 
that we may find in it the light that 
shines more and more until the perfect 
day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.
May you have a blessed and peaceful 
Lent.
Rev Janet Turville with pastoral re-
sponsibility for Bonsall
Team Vicar in the Wirksworth Team
Tel 01629 701334

Candlemas  
We celebrated Candlemas in February 
when candles were placed around the 
font. A map of the world was laid on the 
Lady altar and candles were placed on 
any country where those present had 
particular thoughts and prayers.
Di Moor

The Editors wish to apologise to Di 
Moor and our readers for mistakes made 
in the February issue for Floodlighting 
dates. It should have read: 

February
For Richard and Kath Taylor, 2 February 
has loving memories of Kath’s mum. 
Val and Steven remember Val’s brother, 
David Evans, on his birthday 4 February. 
Mick Baugh is remembered by Rita, 
Rachael, Danny and their families on 
his birthday, also on 4 February. The be-
ginning of the month is when Dr Jayme 
Rolls is remembered fondly as a teacher 
and a special friend. The 5 February is 
when Ron is especially remembered by 
Janet, Jason, Lisa and their family on his 
birthday.
Beryl Webster, Jenny and family lov-
ingly remember Jack, particularly on 
the 12 February. The lighting helps 
bring fond memories of Aunty Joan 
to all the Rickard family around 14 
February. The 20 February is when Eric 
Gregory’s thoughts are very much of his 
wife, Mary.

March 
The floodlighting this month brings 
special memories for several villagers. 
Di, Kath, Andrew, Mick and Sally have 
lovely memories of Dorothy particularly 
on her birthday, 1st of the month. For 
Dorinda, Simon and Stephanie there 
are loving thoughts of Harold as well 
as Annie and Lev Weston. Pat, Sue and 
John remember Joe with much love on 
17 March. We all remember our mum 
and dad, Nora and Herman Martin with 
happy memories. Janet, Christine, June, 
Michael and families.
Di Moor- dimoor2014@yahoo.co.uk

If you would like to make your donation 
on-line the details are
National Westminster Bank,  sort code 
60.14.15
Acc. no 80567622. Name of Acc.  PCC 
of Bonsall.
The suggested donation is £15
Thank you.

FLOODLIGHTING

Candlemas photo by Di Moor
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Discover more at
connectfibre.co.uk
or call 01223 080 790

250Mbps broadband
speeds for just
£25 per month! 

Why choose Connect Fibre?

Free expert install & set up 

No in-contract price rises

Symmetrical upload
& download speeds
 
Friendly, helpful UK based team 

Solar Panels
Now that a proposal to fit solar panels 
to the roof of the Village Hall has 
been put forward, Jon Barry has high-
lighted their undesirable visual impact. 
However, I also stick my head above 
the parapet once again and along with 
a few others, would like to ask some 
questions. 
1.  Great Britain produces just less than 
1% of global greenhouse gases, so 
what reduction can we expect, and at 
what cost? i.e. A cost benefit analysis, 
or is this mere virtue signalling?
2.  Where does the grant money come 
from? Is it from our unbearably high 
taxation, or is it a from levy on eve-
ryone’s (even the poorest household) 
high electricity bill? Is this acceptable?
3.  Most solar panels and wind turbines 
are produced in China, which is NOT 
a benign state. It has a 70% share of 
the global market of polysilicon wafers, 
cells, and panels for the solar supply 
chain. It ruthlessly exploits the envi-
ronment and many people, including 
Tibetans and Uyghur Muslims. Trade is 
one way; China does not want anything 
we make. There are numerous exam-
ples of why China cannot be trusted, 
most recently the cruel treatment of 
Jimmy Lai and ignoring the treaty 
China signed with Britain regarding 
Hong Kong.  Are we happy with this? 
I most certainly am not.
4.  Have other sources, such as ReNew 
in India been explored? In the ten years 
up to 2010, Germany was the world’s 
leading producer of solar panels until 
the Chinese aggressively subsidised 
production and stole that crown. EU 
regulations didn’t help.
5.  What is the predicted life span of 
this green energy equipment? Is it eco-
nomical to recycle, or is it true that like 
old wind turbine blades, it can only be 
disposed of by burial in landfill?
6.  I note that the Village Hall instal-
lation will include batteries for when 
the sun doesn’t shine, like a winter’s 
day. More details about these batteries 
should be provided. Where will they 
be sited? Is there a fire risk associated 
with this type of battery? How much 
room will they take up? Where are they 
manufactured? What materials do they 
include? What is their predicted life? 
How will they be disposed of/ recycled 
at end of life?
7.  Ed Milliband’s own department, the 
Department for Energy Security and 
Net Zero, recently predicted that gas 
prices are likely to fall for the next ten 
years, and moving towards renewables 
such as wind and solar will lock in the 
high energy prices Great Britain cur-
rently suffers. Is this acceptable? 
Whilst I appreciate that it is now too 
late for the current installation of the 

Open Gardens
Open gardens is having a year off this 
summer. Hopefully, back next year.
We look forward to the Bonsall Arts 
Trail weekend.
Elisabeth Stoppard
Open Gardens Committee

Village Lunch Club
The village lunch club had to be can-
celled on 18 Feb. Our next meeting 
will be on 18 March at 12:30 pm in the 
Village Hall. 
If you booked for February then we will 
automatically book you in for March. If 
anyone else would like to join us please 
phone 01629 826309 before 11 March 
to book your place. Please tell us of any 
allergies you have. We do have a take-
out facility if you would find getting to 
the Village Hall a problem.
See you in March. 
Jenny March

Bonsall School Year 6 Geography 
Topic
Felix, Arne and Zach were buzzing with 
excitement to share their new knowledge 
of volcanoes. They started by telling me 
about tectonic plates rubbing together 
and the shock that that causes. They 
explained that the magma is pushed up-
wards, forces itself through a vent and 
blasts into the sky.
They knew many places around the 
world where there are volcanoes, telling 
me about Mount Fuji, Popocatepetl and 
nearly all of the country of Iceland.
They told me about the disaster which 
struck Pompeii over 2,000 years ago and 
the poor people who were caught una-
wares and petrified by the ash which was 
thrown out of the volcano. Of course 
Pompeii was not the only place to have 
a volcano. The boys told me about an 
ancient volcano, that was much nearer 
to Bonsall, in fact at the top of Ember 
Lane!
Some of the class made models of vol-
canoes at home and brought them into 
school to share with their classmates. 
Felix made one with the help of a 3D 
printer!
I would like to warn you but by the 
time you read this it will be too late. 
On Thursday afternoon (19 Feb) the 
children will be causing their models to 
explode with a magical mystery mixture!!
I wonder if the residents of Church 
Street felt any tremors that day!
Karen Firth and Rebecca Smart
Bonsall School

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,  

Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs 
Fruit & Veg 

& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website 

at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful  
bar meal menu. 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 

Mob 07812 348283
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We are not generally doing 
Bed and Breakfast but if you 
have friends or family visiting 
we might still be able to help - 
please call.
Self catering is available 
in our comfortable 6 berth 
cottage all with ensuite rooms. 
Discounts available for 
longer stays.
Telephone: 07708 488642

townheadfarmhouse@gmail.com

Follow Me Dog Walking
Bonsall & surrounding villages,

Dog walking / Cat sitting
Drop in visit for dogs
Pet / House Sitting

Overnight Stays/Holidays
On Holiday in the Dales?

Tel/WhatsApp 07813 773798
fran@followmedogwalking.co.uk

Fully Insured / DBS checked
Pet First Aid Qualified

www.followmedogwalking.co.uk

Day/evening care for   
dogs at your holiday   

accomodation

solar panels on the village hall, answers 
would still be appreciated. In future, con-
sultation with more villagers through the 
Mutterings, as this is the primary source 
of village information, ought to be carried 
out. 
Mick Moor 07974720991 mick@
mickmoor.co.uk

Mutterings Mutts of the Month 
Names: Stanley and Mable
Breeds: Labrador and Lhasa Apso
Ages: Stanley is 11 and Mable is 7
About: They both love lots of cuddles, 
kisses and walks in our beautiful village. 
As you can see Stanley loves his teddies.
Stanley will always stop for a tickle whilst 
Mable will probably greet you with a 
bark!! 
Owner: Siobhan Haymes 

Submit your dog by emailing in a photo-
graph along with their name, breed, age, 
and a few words about them by the next 
copy date to: mutterings@hotmail.com

Winter Social Space 2025-
2026 at Bonsall Village Hall
(funded by Voluntary Action Derbyshire 
for warm social spaces to promote 
Community gatherings).
The Bonsall Village Hall Management 
Committee would like to thank everyone 
who has volunteered and attended these 
events. Posters were kindly made by 
Jackie and Ian Daisley and are on display 
locally around Bonsall and surrounding 
villages, shops, surgeries etc. Events have 
been advertised on social media with re-
minders weekly that the village hall will 
be open.
We have opened Bonsall village hall for 
ten sessions so far since November 2025. 
The feedback from visitors has been very 
positive and we have focused on planning 
and providing optional activities during 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
the opening times. This has been 
alongside amazing cake, tea and coffee 
(thanks Hazel, Lyn and Anne for the 
superb cake selections). The bar skit-
tles, dominoes, and antique games 
have been very popular, (thanks to 
Jon and Jackie). A selection of books, 
Magazines and local papers have been 
available each week.

In December we made Christmas 
wreaths, and in January and February 
have been planting a variety of seeds 
(herbs vegetables and a few flowers). 
Hopefully some of these plants can be 
potted out around Bonsall. Thanks 
Loreen, Anne, Lyn, Pam, Jim and Pat 
for gardening support!!! 

Socialising

& Cakes!

Christmas Wreaths

& Seed Plantings
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Donations have been wonderful so we 
are never short of games and a good 
biscuit selection. Mick, Benji and Pete 
have been our top testers. We also now 
have the most adorable teapots and 
cafetieres (thanks to Emma and Nick). 
Thanks also to Claire, Siobhan, Sharon 
(and Fred), Wendy, George, Katherine, 
Jane, Richard, Renee, Nick, Alan, Linda, 
Rita, Jen and Tyler, Sue (and Freddy) 
and visiting friends and family who have 
also supported these events. 

There are FIVE more weeks of winter 
social space gatherings:
Thursday 27 Feb
Thursday 5 March
Thursday 12 March (Talk organised see 
below)
Thursday 19 March
Thursday 26 March 
We look forward to seeing you at Bonsall 
Village Hall.

If anyone NEEDS A LIFT please let 
us know and we will provide mobile 
numbers of volunteers who could be 
available to help you come and join the 
Thursday afternoon session. Loreen, has 
kindly offered along with a few other 
volunteers to pick people up locally.

Talk scheduled for March 2026
“ C O M M U N I T I E S  A G A I N S T 
SCAMMERS”

On Thursday 12 March we have in-
vited a speaker from Rural Action 
Derbyshire who will give a short 
talk “COMMUNITIES AGAINST 
SCAMMERS” during the opening be-
tween 1:30 and 3:30pm. This is an area 
of interest that has been discussed by 
visitors to the cafe. If you can’t get to the 
talk, we will keep resources and will be 
happy to share information. Just let any 
of the committee members know that 
you are interested and we will share the 
information from the talk.
Maxine Ellis
Village Hall Management Committee

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

All Makes of Vehicle
Service and MOT Preparation

denise.pountain@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 824537/822708
We Now Repair and Sell Tyres
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Dog Fouling in Our Village – Let’s Do Better!!
Over the past few weeks, dog fouling in our village has noticeably 
increased, and it’s becoming a real concern. On a short walk recently, 
I personally picked up three piles of dog mess. Also, along just a 
quarter of a mile stretch of road, I counted eleven. That’s not only 
unpleasant, but unfair on everyone who enjoys walking here, families 
with children, runners, other dog walkers, and those simply enjoying 
our beautiful village
.
We are incredibly lucky to live in such a lovely place. Clean, open 
spaces and a strong sense of community are part of what makes it 
special. Unfortunately, dog fouling undermines that. Owning a dog 
comes with responsibility. Picking up after them isn’t optional, it’s 
basic courtesy and the law. Most dog owners in our village are re-
sponsible and respectful, and we thank you. But to the small minority 
who are not: please do better. If you run out of bags, go back. If you 
forget one, take responsibility and return to clear it. Leaving it behind 
is not acceptable, and it reflects poorly on all dog owners.

Let’s take pride in where we live and look after it properly.
Thank you.
Sarah Smith

FILM NIGHT
We are having a film night in St James 
Church on Tuesday 17 March. There 
will be Irish Stew and Pudding (£10) 
at 7pm followed by a Classic Irish 
film. You can bring cushions, blankets 
reclining chairs etc, or whatever makes 
you comfortable. No restrictions on 
coming and going.  Tickets from Di, 
Jane and me. 
Kathryn Punchard, Tel 07974 
304067. 

Bonsall Roadside Clearing
Hopefully you will agree that Bonsall 
Roadside Clearers made a real differ-
ence to our verges and roads last year. 
We have the opportunity to start much 
earlier in spring this year as we only 
began to clear in August last year. 
Please could those who helped in any 
way, try to come out and support us 
again in any way you can? If you didn’t 
manage to join in clearing, please try to 
do a small area this year, perhaps near 
to where you live. We have purchased 
new tools which will be in the boiler 
room at the church. Please borrow 
them and return them each day so 
that they are always available. We will 
be doing a Village Walk in March to 
outline areas we feel need clearing first. 
If you would like to join the WhatsApp 
group please message me on 07467 
234269. We are looking forward to 
seeing you outside and will probably 
return to Thursdays in the morning for 
a group clearing session. Thank you 
for your support so far and hope to see 
you as spring dawns.
Thank you 
Loreen Elliott on behalf of BRC

Visit Bonsall’s Award Winning
Fountain Tearooms

For: Breakfasts, Lunches, Snacks,
Cakes and Scones, Ice Creams,

Hot and Cold Drinks etc.
Or stay in our luxurious en suite Bed

and Breakfast rooms - ask for details!
www.thefountainbonsall.co.uk

The Fountain Tearooms, 1Yeoman Street
Bonsall DE4 2AA P: 01629 824814
enquiries@thefountainbonsall.co.uk

Opening hours
8.30am - 4pm
Tuesday - Sunday
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THE VILLAGE GREEN
TOADS on the ROAD! 
As many of you already know, the Nailor 
Lane toad crossing is of national sig-
nificance; another aspect to cherish in 
our lovely village. We are so lucky to live 
in such a special place where there is still 
room for wildlife. Sadly, the common toad 
is becoming much less common and their 
numbers have almost halved in a genera-
tion. Horrible for them and horrible for us 
and our children and grandchildren. 
Researchers  a t  the  Univers i ty  of 
Cambridge speculate that road traffic is the 
major reason for this decline, along with 
fewer ponds and increased urbanisation. 
Many authorities now close roads during 
the toad mating season in an effort to slow 
their decline. Nailor Lane will have TOAD 
signs displayed and volunteers will be col-
lecting toads and moving them to safety 
off the road.  
Toads are their own worst enemies in 
many ways. The females cross the road 
while romantic males sit on the road, 
waiting to spy an attractive mate! They 
don’t realise they are sitting targets for 
traffic as their minds are only on one thing! 
If you’ve ever read ‘The Wind in the 
Willows’, you will know that Mr Toad fell 
in love with the new-fangled motor car. 
He didn’t realize it might bring about his 
downfall.  
Please slow down or even stop to avoid 
these magical creatures (they make the 
most delightful cheeping noise, like a 
little bird) and please take care round the 
volunteers. Better still, avoid Nailor Lane 
if you can. 
Volunteers are needed for about 4 or 5 
weeks. We work from dusk for about 4 
hours, collecting toads in buckets and 
putting them safely across the road. We 
wear gloves and Hi Vis Jackets and carry 
torches. Any help is welcome, be it for an 
hour or for much more. 
Please text Elaine on 07832383074 
or Karen on 07903092276 

Spring Is Round The Corner
I’ve just been a walk round the garden, 
and the bulbs are starting to grow. 
Can’t wait for the crocus and snowdrops 
they really are a wonderful show.
Spring is round the corner and the daf-
fodils say summer won’t be long.
It’s been a dark dull winter, but soon the 
days will be long and lighter.
The sun will be shining, and the flowers 
nodding, bees buzzing all day long.  
I hope we get a warm summer, so I can 
sit out and watch the butterflies and 
bees, and wonder at all the colours in the 
garden that mother nature brings.
By Alison Higgins

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
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PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests of 
the Parish Council, they should ideally 
be raised in Public Participation section 
of the monthly meeting. If however there 
is an urgent matter, while individual 
councillors will try to assist, a direct 
response is better achieved by contacting 
the Clerk to the Parish Council directly:
Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285 
cllr.m.harris@bonsall-pc.gov.uk
Vice Chair: Cllr Richard Grover 
Nethergreen House, Clatterway 
T: 07305 075392 
cllr.r.grover@bonsall-pc.gov.uk
Councillors:
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell Lane, 
T: 07866 750636 
cllr.j.barry@bonsall-pc.gov.uk
Cllr Jackie Smith, 49 Church Street,  
T. 07771 764366  
cllr.j.smith@bonsall-pc.gov.uk
Cllr Stephen Smith, 49 Church 
Street. T. 07545 062413 
cllr.s.smith@bonsall-pc.gov.uk
Cllr Andrew Spowart
Cllr Connor Binns

Interim Clerk and Finance Officer:
Jackie Smith,  
49 Church Street.T: 07771 764366  
clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk

Matthew Buckler
District Councillor, 
Bonsall & Winster Ward
Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07717 336186
Email: matthew.buckler@
derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Adrian Hunter
County Councillor
Wirksworth Ward
Email: adrian.hunter@
derbyshire.gov.uk

John Whitby MP
Derbyshire Dales
Email: john.whitby.mp@
parliament.uk
House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA

The Bank. Cllr Hunter will take this 
matter forward re the signage.
Lengthsmen Update- The grit 
bins have been filled and the ones 
owned by DCC have been reported 
by the clerk via their portal.
The Cross- Regarding the recent 
damage caused by a lorry, the 
company has admitted liability and 
2 quotes have been obtained, with 
further ones due to be obtained later 
this week. Liaison has been made 
with The Buildings Heritage Officer 
at DCC who is working with BPC 
in relation to the restoration work 
already recognised previously.
Policies- The HR policy 
is still progressing.
Churchyard- Permission has been 
granted to reduce the height of the 
lime trees and quotes are being 
obtained. It was noted that 4 ash die 
back trees in the lower copse were 
mentioned in the tree survey report 
of 2024 and quotes were needed 
to progress the felling of these.
Interim Clerk and RFO 
Arrangements- Cllrs. Grover 
and J Smith continued to fulfil 
these responsibilities and work 
is still ongoing in relation to the 
processes and procedures.
Assets- Cllr S Smith produced a list 
and photographs of the wells in the 
village. Clerk to progress this with the 
householders in relation to ownership.
Finance- Cllr Grover produced the 
latest finance report for the Cllrs. 
which was discussed and agreed. 
Funding for training was noted for 
the new councillors’ course.
Planning Applications- The 
Council had no objections to 
the following applications: 
a) various proposals to reduce silt 
accumulation at Slinter Cottage, 
b) change of use of agricultural building 
to a dwelling at Brumlea Farm, 
c) change of use of ancillary 
outbuilding to a holiday let.
The next Parish Council meeting is at 
7:30 pm on Tuesday 17 March 2026 
at Bonsall Village Hall. If you have 
any issues to be raised at the meeting 
please contact the interim clerk, Jackie 
Smith with details by 10 March 2026.
Jackie Smith (Interim Clerk)
49 Church Street, Bonsall. DE42AE
T. 07771 764366 Email clerk@
bonsall-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Report for 
meeting on 17 February 2026
Councillor Vacancies-There is cur-
rently one vacancy for a Bonsall Parish 
Councillor. For further information 
please contact the interim clerk.
Chair’s Announcement-The Chair 
read a letter received from the Village 
Hall Trustees in response to questions 
raised regarding planning permission 
for the installation of solar panels on 
the village hall explaining that plan-
ning permission was not necessary.
Village Matters
Flooding- Councillor Adrian Hunter 
was in receipt of the documentation 
in relation to this issue and would 
now be raising the matter with the 
relevant personnel. It was noted 
that Yeoman Street was being 
resurfaced next week and there 
does not appear to be any liaison 
between the relevant departments.
Park- Trees/Land update. The 
Parish Council are in the process 
of obtaining quotes for the felling 
of the ash dieback trees mentioned 
in the surveyor’s report. Cllrs. J 
Smith and Binns will meet to discuss 
the way forward in relation to the 
Diocese lease arrangements. 
Playground- The post instal-
lation assessment and the full 
playground risk assessment have 
been completed. Four areas 
were highlighted for attention.
1) The wooden round steps between 
the 2 play areas need repairs. Cllr 
Spowart will liaise with Cllr Barry and 
the lengthsmen to complete this task.
2) The stones dug into the hole in 
the goal mouth to be removed. Cllr. 
Barry has already removed the 
stones, but the hole still remains.
3) The paths dug into the banks need 
to be filled back in. Cllr. Barry will 
look at this with the lengthsmen.
4) The stones on these dug paths are a 
hazard and need removing: Cllr. Barry 
will look at this with the lengthsmen.
Car Park Sign: The outline proposals 
were agreed, and this will be discussed 
at the upcoming Park Sub Committee 
meeting. WC plumbing update: This 
will be checked by a village worker.
Website- There are no issues.
Quarrying- A quarry meeting is ar-
ranged for 18/2/26 which Cllr. Grover 
will be attending. Bi-monthly meetings 
with Roy Bentley at Ball Eye Quarry 
have been arranged by Cllr. Grover.
Roads/Verges/Footpaths- Yeoman 
Street is being resurfaced and The 
Clatterway has pot holes. Photographs 
sent to Cllr. Hunter for him to progress.
Also, there was concern that, during 
the work on Yeoman Street, vehicles 
would use The Dale and there would 
be issues at the hair pin bend on 
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CROSSWORD #180 
by Pam McInally

Down:
1.  Pierre’s lovelorn sister kisses a half-arsed vandal. (8)
2.  Parts of 8/9. Crass cock-up supports nothing. (6)
3.  Went up disheartened Lily passionately. (6)
4.  Chilli masala contains some 8/9. (4)
6.  Pam’s loin is crazy about love - of horses? (9)
7.  Shared by siblings, Kelly, maybe, defecates around London. (9)
12. Drink drugs - perhaps as comforter. (8)
14. Meandered with a doctor at the front. (6)
15. Poisonous flower sustains six. (6)
17. City house in 8/9. (4)

Answers to crossword no. 179. 
Across: 5. Impartial. 8 & 9. Just Desserts. 10 & 15 D. Sticky Toffee. 11. Sorbet. 13. Yum-yum. 15. To Date (I should have 
said Russian yes, not German!). 16. Plum Duff. 18 & 17D: Eton Mess. 19. Isosceles. 
Down: 1. I’m a tichy. 2. Hardly. 3. Stasis. 4. Cake. 6. Lustfully. 7. Attention. 12. Redeemer. 14. Mousse. 15. See 10ac. (sorry, 
I put 16 ac). 17. See 18ac.  

DOMESTIC•COMMERCIAL•INDUSTRIAL

STEVEN BAKER
Tel No: 07746 436 878

Email: steveselectrical2@gmail.com
34 Morrell Wood Drive, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 0JD

4 Rose Cottages, Uppertown, Bonsall, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2AW

Local, friendly & reliable service. No job too big or 
too small. Please phone or email for a free quote.

SPECIALISING IN:

• Full & partial rewires • Extra lights & sockets

• Fuse board upgrades • Outside sockets

• Outside lighting projects • Down light installations

• Inspection, testing & certification • PAT testing 

• LED lighting • New builds

• Kitchen & bathroom installations • Fault Finding

Fully qualified Electrician & Contractor with 
over 20 years of experience in domestic, 

commercial & industrial installations.

Across:
5. Is Madame’s kinky entertainment aimed at loads of different channels? Yes! (9)
8 & 9.  Method of communication not available to a language professor at first, 
has endless choice. (4,8)
10. Those fifty corrupted parts of 8/9. (6)
11. Pull network components of 8/9. (6)
13. Arsier oddball is part of 8/9. (6)
15. Pelvic torture restricts element of 8/9. (6)
16. Number five with smouldering wood is part of 8/9. (8)
18. Flog off bit of 8/9. (4)
19. In Indian desert, Mac’s smoked food might be served in one of 10’s mid-range 
establishments. (5-4)
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We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed 
to an author. We review all items for 
obvious libellous or offensive material, 
but we cannot check for factual content. 

Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 

Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village 
website – https://bonsall-pc.gov.
uk. Please note that your articles 
will appear on the website and can 
be picked up by search engines.

Boxed and classified adverts are regarded as 
commercial advertising and attract a fee. 

Please call Ruth Headon on 07769 725022 for information about rates 
and lineage. Copy for commercial advertising should be with us by 

the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed. 
Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to 

mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 91 Yeoman Street.

Please send us your news, views, stories and 
diary events by Noon on  Thurs 19 March 

to: Editorial Group, 91 Yeoman Street, or 
by e-mail to mutterings@hotmail.com

Advertise your business 
in Mutterings

The newsletter is delivered to every 
household in Bonsall Parish 11 times per 
year and read by over 1000 people. In 
addition, the full-colour website version 
is searchable for company names and 
types of business. For a very reasonable 
£72 p.a., you can expand your business, 
as Steven Baker has found: “Since I 
started my advert in Mutterings I’ve had 
several jobs where customers have used 
it to find my number.”
Please contact Julie Hamilton on 07890 
610929 for more information.

EDITORIAL POLICY

CLASSIFIED ADS
Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete be-
spoke service – you name it, we frame 
it. Hundreds of mouldings in stock, very 
competitively priced. Open Mon to Thurs 
10 am to 5pm; Fri and Sat 10 to 4pm; 
closed on Wednesdays. Tel: 824994.

Window Cleaning
Pure water reach and wash pole 
service for residential or commercial 
properties.  Ladder cleaning, gutter 
clearing, fascias, conservatory roofs, 
house cleaning and car washing.   
Tel: Andrew on 07598 170311 or 07746 
320175, or e-mail andrewhallcleaning@
gmail.com.

Childminder
Registered childminder based in Slaley. 
Opening hours 08:00-17:30
Funded sessions available
Holiday care available.
Please feel free to call for a chat or to 
arrange a visit.
Tel: Emma on 07464 966035
 
Physics Lessons - Local
With mocks before Christmas, increase 
confidence in Physics GCSE and A 
Level, improve grades or help get a pass. 
Professional, friendly, approachable, 
local tuition.  20 years experience as a 
teacher of Physics and Head of Science.  
DBS certified.
Contact Gordon Day for details on  
07979 912477

EDITORIAL GROUP
Hazel Baldwin		    07414 845925

Brett Biedscheid 	  07977 200354

Candice Dosman 	  07584 179750

Maggie Duggins		                825228

Karen Firth		                259483

Julie Hamilton		  07890 610929

Ruth Headon	 07769 725022

Dave Hicklin	  07421 700888

Pam McInally		  07776 351054

Ricky & Jeanette Moss	                826557

Graham Partridge 	 07710 077949

Krisi Smith		  07557 868538

Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and 

Repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Now selling & 
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043 
or 07885 879652


Building Works  
• Building 
• Roofing 
• Windows 
• Doors 
• Fascia-Guttering 
• Kitchen Fitting 
• Skirting-Architrave 
• Internal Doors etc. 





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VILLAGE GROUPS USEFUL NUMBERS
Allotment Group Penny Collier   825591
Art Club Fiona Drake        07776 256314
               Alan David           07517 449074
Bonsall Barn Project
Liz Stoppard / Mike Susko	            823712
Bonsall Camp
Matthew Quinn                   07988 071682
Bonsall Energy Group
Chris Broome                     07900 330209
Church Bell Ringers
Melissa Wellbourn Hesp	            826303
Church Flood Lighting  
Di Moor                               07432 131808
Carnival Committee
Rob Stevenson                   07448 875076
History Group 
Dave Headon                     07738 425374
Open Gardens        Ollie Gerrish 824498
Pigeon Club          Gordon Hardy 823549
PTFA         Claire Duma     07880 851083
Roadside Clearing 
Loreen Elliott                      07467 234269
School Head  Rebecca Smart      822573
School Toddler Club   Di Moor    07432 
131808
School Foundation
Norma Rickards (Clerk)                 822257
St James    
Rev Janet Turville               01629 701334
Village Hall Committee
Jackie Smith		             823544
Village Life Church
Pastor Matthew Quinn        07988 071682
Village Lunch Club   Ron Addis  826309
Wesleyan Reform Chapel (The Dale)
Judy Land                                     824223
Wilder Bonsall Group
Deb Smith                                     825228

TRAVEL SERVICES

Village Hall
Cost per session (a session is a 
morning, afternoon or evening):
- Village organisations: 
   £15 - one floor; £20 - both floors 
- Non-village organisations: 
   £25 - one floor; £35 - both floors
- Village people private hire: 
   £30 - one floor; £40 - both floors
- Non-village people private hire: 
   £45 - one floor; £55 - both floors
For information on sale of alcohol/
private bar, use of the Village Hall audio 
equipment, screening a film, or any other 
matters, please contact Jackie Smith, 
07771 764366. Jaqsm@aol.com

RESOURCES
Assisted Travel
Derbyshire Connect transport for shopping, 
weekdays 9am - 4pm, booked in advance. 
Tel: 01335 300670 between two and 
seven days before travel or email: info@
ashbournect.org.uk. 
Derbyshire Connect Active Travel to 
healthcare appointments, weekdays 9am 
- 5pm, booked in advance. Charges vary. 
Tel: 03333 444125 at least 48 hours in 
advance or email: office@sdcvs.org.uk 

Health 
NHS Direct: 0300 311 22 33 
Chemists: Wirksworth Market Place 
822607; 12 Bank Road, Matlock, 57924

Dentists: Matlock: 584746, 55645, 
582218,56558. Steeple Grange: 822172
Doctors: Wirksworth Hannage Brook 
822434; Matlock Imperial Road 583465
Hospitals: Chesterfield, Calow 01246 
277271; Derby City 01332 340131; Derby 
Royal 01332 347141; Matlock Whitworth 
580211. 
Non-urgent advice: 111
Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk

All enquiries 533190. Out of Hours 
numbers: 532600 or ‘Call Derbyshire’ 
533190 or text 86555

Derbys Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk

All enquiries	  � 761100
Environmental health	  � 761212
Tourist information
   Matlock	  � 583388
   Matlock Bath	   � 583834
Trading Standards 	  � 585858
Electricity emergencies � 0800 0568090
Fire station, Matlock 	  � 582849
Gas leaks 	  � 0800 111999

Waste Recycling Centre  
Harrison Way, Darley Dale    
Opening times  
Monday to Friday 9.30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturdays & Sundays  10:00 a.m. to 
5:00pm

Mobile Library 	  �
The Fountain 10:50am-11:20am Ring: 
01629 533444 as date not available.

Police/Safer Neighbourhoods	  � 101

PCSO: Kirsty.Hunt (Kirsty.Hunt@
derbyshire.police.uk) covering Cromford, 
Matlock Bath & Bonsall  
matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.
pnn.police.uk.

Crimestoppers	  � 0800 555111
Victim support	  � 825544
Community safety	  � 761101

Swimming & gymnasiums
Matlock (Arc Leisure) � 581322
Wirksworth � 825704

Vets Matlock 	            582844, 581234 
Wirksworth 	                          823034

Bonsall Village
Defibrillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor 823704, 07860 214503
Brett Taylor 824407, 07950 036657
Anne Young 07876 506595
Phil Addis 826309, 07951 189727
John Ratcliffe 07896 924824
Maxine Ellis 07742 749854
Julia Milverton 07584 895644
Jackie Smith 07771 764366
Melissa Wellbourn Hesp 07557 902500
Jill & David Rickards 824038, 07586 
721963
Jason Pugh 07756 668205
Jennie Pugh 07841 758488
Alan Walker 07711 733509
Elaine Pickersgill 07832 383074
Adrian Rollinson 07768 346302

Bus services
216 Bus service - Matlock to Bonsall via 
Starkholmes Monday to Saturday. No 
service on Sunday or Bank Holiday.
Bonsall Uppertown 11.01, 13.01, 16.01, 
18.01
The Fountain 11.06, 13.06, 16.06, 18.06
Matlock (by M&S) 10.36, 12.36, 15.36, 
17.36.
(see www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables)
Local Taxi Firms
Al’s Taxis		  07866661188
Cross Dales Taxis		 01629 650025
Maz Taxis		  07598161151
Mr T Taxi		  07815689241
Yaz Taxi			  01629 690091
Train services		  0845 7484950
Travel line		  0870 6082608
Volunteer Drivers 
Loreen                                           822067
Richard Shipley                             259809

Bakewell Banking Hub Post Office
6 Royal Oak Place
Matlock Street
Bakewell DE45 1HD
Monday         9:00 – 5:00   Barclays
Tuesday         9:00 – 5:00   HSBC
Wednesday   9:00 – 5:00   Lloyds
Thursday       9:30 – 4:30   Nat West
Friday            9:00 – 5:00   Halifax   

www.BonsallHistory.org.uk

Bonsall History Publications

Bonsall Within Living Memory  £10
Bonsall - A Village & Its History   £15

History Walking Guides  Set of five £5
‘A Farm in Wartime’ (Potter Diaries) £5
The 4 items above are available at
the Fountain Tearooms or
online with the addition of the
items below, more information
& contact details use QR code

History Booklets

80 Years of Bonsall Carnival Book
The Bonsall History Map-Rolled/Folded
Bonsall - A Village & Its History

 £15 Paperback £25 Hardback
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DIARY FOR March 2026
Date Event Venue

Mon 2 Mar 10:00 am   Wilder Bonsall work party  Community Garden

Thu 5 Mar Winter Social Space, Village Hall

Thu 12 Mar Winter Social Space, Talk on Communities against Scammers Village Hall

Sun 15 Mar 9:30 am   Eucharist for Mothering Sunday St James

Tue 17 Mar 7:00 pm   Film Night plus Stew & Pudding St James

Tue 17 Mar 7:30 pm   Parish Council Meeting Village Hall

Wed 18 Mar 12:30 pm   Village Lunch Club Village Hall
Thu 19 Mar 12 Noon   Deadline for submissions for April 2026 Mutterings

Thu 19 Mar 10:00 am   Wilder Bonsall work party Community Garden

Thu 19 Mar Winter Social Space Village Hall

Bin Collection Dates 
  
March 2026

Fri 6 Mar
Grey Bins and Food Waste Caddy
Fri 13 March
Blue and Green Bins and 
Food Waste Caddy 
Fri 20 Mar
Grey Bins and Food Waste Caddy
Fri 27 Mar
Blue and Green Bins and 
Food Waste Caddy

Future Dates
Fri 3 Apr - Family Easter Crafts     
Sat/Sun 20-21 June - Bonsall 
Arts Trail 2026  

Sat 21 Mar 7:00 for 7:30 pm,   Throne Room of the Mountain Gods plus Bar & Curry Village Hall

Thu 26 Mar Winter Social Space Village Hall

Sun 29 Mar 9:30 am   Palm procession in to church for Palm Sunday St James 


