Bonsall Parish Council – Annual Parish Meeting 
12th May 2026
 Chair Report for 2025-26

The last 12 months have been a significant busy year for Bonsall Parish Council (BPC) and in particular for Cllrs. Richard Grover and Jackie Smith who agreed to carry out the roles of interim RFO and Clerk respectively. A huge thanks to you from BPC and the village. Overall, I believe we have made significant progress in a number of key areas as highlighted below.

I would like to thank all Councillors and staff as well as the many Bonsall residents who have supported us during the year. 


In no particular order, I would like to highlight the following key developments over the last 12 months:



·  Toddler Playground

· During the year a grant was awarded from the Community Resilience fund for £16k new toddler playground equipment. This was supported by £4k from the BPC budget. A wonderful new facility was installed early 2026 and has received excellent feedback (thanks to all involved).   

· Clerk / RFO

· In July last year the then Clerk and RFO resigned and would be leaving by the end of September. Since October, Cllrs. R. Grover (RFO) and J. Smith (Clerk) have been completing these duties unsalaried and we are so grateful for their excellent contribution. We will look to recruit new Clerk /RFO in the next couple of months.  

 
· Flooding

· During the year we have made many several attempts to discuss ongoing concerns with past flooding in the village with Derbyshire County Council (DCC) and the report that was issued a number of years ago now. DDC Cllr. Hunter has recently agreed to try and establish next steps with his colleagues at County Hall.


· Bonsall PC Website

· A considerable amount of work has been completed during the year to get our Parish Online website up to date. Many thanks to Cllr. Steve Smith for his continued support with this work. In June last year Parish Online set up new gov.uk emails addresses for Clerk/RFO and all PC’s.  




· Road Condition

· There were several complaints received during year regards the condition of the roads in the village particularly the number of potholes. There have however, been a number of significant works to improve some of these works (in particular Yeoman Street and Uppertown) but there remain some areas that are still in need of attention (e.g. Clatterway).

 
· Bonsall Cross

· The Cross has been in a poor state of repair for a few years now and this combined with a recent vehicle collision has made this a priority for the Council. Insurance monies were retrieved during this year for the recent damage and this is currently being repaired. The contractors that we are using will look at the overall repairs and costs needed so we will then need to look at applying for grants etc. for the cross in its entirety.
   
· Trees

· There has been further extensive work on trees in the park, playground areas and Church grounds area over the past year. A survey carried out last September identified 8 trees that needed to be felled during the next 12 months. The work on the lime trees in the Church yard to be completed in the next 12 months.

· Bonsall Parish Councillors

· In January this year we were delighted that we appointed 2 new Parish Councillors (PCs). Welcome to Cllrs. Connor Binns and Andrew Spowart.

· WC’s

· Continued issues and improvements made to the public toilets. Thanks to all those involved.


· Diocese Leased land

· An urgent meeting needs to be convened with the Church Diocese and or their agents (Fisher German) to discuss the ongoing lease and management of the land owned by the Diocese

· Road Closures

· There were significant issues with road closures in and around Bonsall during year. Signage was not very clear and there were many large vehicles using the village as a through route with many accidents and issues. 

Mark Harris
Chair Bonsall Parish Council
5th May 2026
