
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tues 16th June
 2026 at The Village Hall, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover (Vice Chair and Interim RFO), J Smith (interim Clerk), S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart,   2 members of the public 

	

	16/6/1



16/6/2
	Apologies for Absence:    Cllr Binns,  C. Cllr. Hunter



Variation to the Order of Business:   Matters Outstanding – Chair signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.


	

	16/6/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	16/6/4
	Public Speaking:    None

	

	16/6/6
	Chairs Announcements:  None

	

	16/6/6
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Vice Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2026

Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda


i) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease JS/CB – Ongoing – CB has contacted the land agents and is awaiting a response.
ii) Notice Board repairs – The Cross one is repaired, and a new backboard will be fitted to the Slaley board.  CB
iii) Car park sign – Ongoing   RG
iv) Removal of net ball post – A village resident kindly removed this
v) Repair steps between playgrounds – work has commenced and is ongoing.  AS
vi) Purchase and affixing of ‘no parking’ signs  - RG  Ongoing
vii) Chair to sign Declaration see 16/6/2  
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VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  Awaiting response from Cllr. Hunter.  There are stocks of flood sacks.  The Clerk has corresponded with the environment agency flood resilience team.  A response was received offering a visit to the village by a community flooding officer for Severn Trent.  The council voted to accept the offer of a visit to discuss the Bonsall issues.



b)  Park:

1. Removal of the Netball Post:  The Parish Council would like to record its thanks to Phil Askew for removing the netball post
2. Fixing of dog/no camping signs, re-siting of the seat into the toddler playground and replacement of a small section of fence:  The dog signs have been fixed around the park, and the ‘no camping’ signs will be fitted by JB.  The seat has been re-sited to the toddler playground, and the fencing is due to be repaired within the week by JB
3. Felling Licence – JP from A6 trees has applied for the felling licence and a response is awaited.  Once this is received the Council can progress the programme of works to deal with the ash dieback situation 
4. PAT testing of the electrics on the field:  This will be completed prior to the Arts Trail event



c) Website:    There are no issues in relation to this, and the recent outsourced internal audit praised the council’s website.  The council recorded its thanks to Cllr. S Smith      


d) Quarrying:  A report had been received by the Council that blasting had occurred which appeared to be adjacent to the public footpath by Ball Eye Quarry.  Cllr. Grover reported that the Ball Eye quarry place staff at the footpath entrances before a blast to ensure safety requirements are complied with. They are currently using a different blasting method which reduces the need for peckers, hence a significant noise reduction. The blasting noise levels are well below the allowed levels.  Cllr. Grover is a member of the Quarry Liaison Group and as such attends the meetings.  Members of the village are asked to contact Cllr. Grover in the first instance if they have any quarry queries to enable him to take them forward to the meetings. 

e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  

1) The Clatterway potholes were an ongoing issue.  Awaiting feedback from Cllr. Hunter who has reported it. Cllr. S Smith will measure the depth of the potholes, take photographs and again report the matter to Highways with the evidence.
2) The interim clerk has requested from Highways that Bonsall again be excluded from their spraying rota.  The reference number given is FS-Case-845523130. 
3) The Roadside Clearing Team met with the interim clerk to discuss arrangements to be included on the Paish Council’s public liability insurance whilst working as volunteers to clear the roadside and verges.  The members will discuss the matter and respond to the clerk.


f) Lengthsmen Update: The footpaths are being cleared, and Gordon is currently working with the roadside clearance team which has been kindly funded by Open Gardens.  They will be concentrating on the park footpaths prior to the Arts Trail weekend  Cllr. Barry reported issues with roadside overhanging growth from a private residence on High Street.  He will speak to the resident concerned.



g) The Cross:  Recent damage and ongoing restoration situation.  The extensive damage caused by the heavy goods vehicle has been repaired by a master stone mason following consultation with the DCC Heritage Officer and obtaining the three quotes required.  The same type of stone was used as the damaged stone could not be repaired.  Special mortar was used to set the stone. A member of the public has asked if it would be possible to round off the edges of the stone.  Cllr. S Smith will ask the question.  The stone will weather.  It is recognised that the Cross needs complete restoration and the council is progressing this.


h) Policies:  No updates

i) Churchyard: The clerk reported that an internment would be taking place on 23rd June 2026.  The tree stump removal was ongoing

j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs. Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is nearly completed.  The council has undergone a thorough outsourced audit. The full audit reports were forwarded to the Councillors before the meeting. The internal review findings were reviewed.  The full audit reports will be posted on the council website and an extract from a letter sent by the auditor is below

‘I would like to put on record that it is an unusual situation for two Councillors to be undertaking the duties of RFO and Clerk for such a long period of time. It is evident however that they have undertaken both posts admirably with the progress that has been made under their stewardship standing out as excellent and as a result the end of year has been attained to a really good standard. The residents of Bonsall should appreciate the effort and commitment this has taken, and they are to be applauded’ 

The Personnel Committee will be meeting on 22nd June 2026 to progress the recruitment of a new Clerk/RFO

k) Assets:  Two members of the public have asked about the well on the High Street which is currently boarded up and which is on the Council’s asset list.  The Clerk will progress this. 

l) Drop Kerb: - Clatterway.  The Clerk has requested the drop kerb at the junction with Study Drive following a request from a member of the public.  This request was refused by the Highways Department.  The reasons given were that mobility scooters are allowed on the highway and following a review by them of the site they believe that the narrow pathway is an issue particularly with the siting of service cabins, telegraph poles etc which cannot be moved.  Also, the mobility scooter user would need to use the carriageway on approach from other roads.  RG dwill notify the member of the public of the outcome

m) BT boxes in the parish:  Following correspondence from a village resident, the council agreed to adopt the 3 telephone boxes in the village.  The models are K6, which were produced in 1935 to mark the silver jubilee of King George V.  Two of them are listed as Grade 2 heritage boxes and only one is not in use by the community at present.  The cost will be £1 per box.  The interim clerk will progress this matter

n) Use of chain saws for Parish Council work:  The Parish Council insurers have agreed to cover volunteers with chain saw experience for tree work provided certain criteria is met, e.g. compliance with the Health and Safety Act.  The work must be completed at ground level.  A full risk assessment will need to be carried out before any work commences to comply with the policy.  
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	16/6/8 







	FINANCE

Report from Interim RFO
Payments in the month were approved and countersigned
The income and expenditure statement for May 26 and its comparison to budget was tabled and will be uploaded to the website. 
The RFO reported that income and expenditure to date was in accordance with the budget. Money for damage to the cross had been received from the lorry’s insurers and paid to the stonemason with no loss to the council. 

Approved payments in preceding month

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	Paid out
	Rec'd
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	07-May-26
	-228.00 
	
	Transfer
	MOB, R Johnson Grass cutting
	
	 

	07-May-26
	-254.39 
	
	Transfer
	M N J Biggin, Bonsall PC payroll
	
	 

	07-May-26
	-258.53 
	
	Transfer
	Hmrc Cumbernauld, 507PM00204191
	 

	07-May-26
	-296.00 
	
	Transfer
	Mr G Hardy, Bonsall PC payroll
	
	 

	08-May-26
	-60.00 
	
	Card
	Card 97, Derbys Dales Green Bin
	
	 

	11-May-26
	-18.54 
	
	Transfer
	Direct Debit O2 Phone
	
	 

	20-May-26
	-17.64 
	
	Transfer
	Direct Debit E.On Next Electricity
	 

	28-May-26
	-6.00 
	
	Transfer
	MOB, Peak Parish Forum, BONSALL PC
	 

	28-May-26
	-9.34 
	
	Transfer
	Sj & Ja Smith Printer supplies 
	
	 

	28-May-26
	-17.15 
	
	Transfer
	Sj & Ja Smith signs
	
	
	 

	28-May-26
	-43.18 
	
	Transfer
	Sj & Ja Smith Printer ink
	
	 

	28-May-26
	-71.98 
	
	Transfer
	Sj & Ja Smith - Printer ink
	
	 

	28-May-26
	-120.00 
	
	Transfer
	R Allsopp, BONSALL PC Toilets 
	
	 

	28-May-26
	-228.00 
	
	Transfer
	MOB, R Johnson Grass cutting
	
	 

	28-May-26
	-15.94 
	
	Charges
	Charges
	
	
	
	 

	29-May-26
	-10.50 
	
	Transfer
	Linda Hand, Bonsall PC Plants
	
	 

	29-May-26
	-45.89 
	
	Transfer
	Andrew J Spowart, Expenses  - Preservative

	29-May-26
	-141.40 
	
	Transfer
	Jon Barry, Bonsall PC Park and tree work expenses

	29-May-26
	-1,152.07 
	
	Transfer
	Arthur J. Gallagher, Bonsall PC Annual Insurance

	01-Jun-26
	-1,950.00 
	
	Transfer
	V. Shacklock, Bonsall Cross Insurance repair

	
	-1,842.48 
	0.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



Exercise of public rights dates agreed and signed. To be placed on the website and notice board
All documents in relation to the AGAR signed and approved for forwarding to the auditors.


	

	16/6/9
	PLANNING

1. Application Number T/26/00098/TCA
            17 Church Street, Bonsall
            Crown reduce 1no. holly by 30%
Decision – No Objections
        2. Application Number NP/DDD/0526/0451
            Hopton View, Slaley
Erect single storey detached domestic garage
Decision – No Objections

3. Application Number26/00643/FUL

Construction of a double garage for Unit 2 

Brumlea Farm, Moor Lane, Bonsall
Decision – No Objections

	

	16/6/10
	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 21ST July 2026
	



Signature ………………………………………………
Print Name ……………………………………………
	                                                                                            

