DRAFT
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 17th 
February 2026 at The Rectory Room, Bonsall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07771764366
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover interim RFO, J Smith interim Clerk, S Smith, J Barry, A Spowart, C Binns, County Councillor Hunter

	

	17/2/1



17/2/2
	Apologies for Absence:    None



Variation to the Order of Business: None




	

	17/2/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	17/2/4
	Public Speaking:  

A member of the public spoke about the solar panel installation on the Village Hall roof.  Cllr Harris stated that he would address this as a Chair’s announcement

Cllr Hunter spoke of the flooding issues in the village.  He will review the documentation forwarded by Cllr Grover and take the matter forward.  A discussion around the signage for the road closure to prevent any incidents on the bend at Bankside resulted in Cllr Hunter and Cllr Spowart liaising to monitor the issue. Cllr Hunter was asked if he could address the state of the potholes on the Clatterway

	

	17/2/5
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2026


Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda

i)  Letter re rent issue to Diocese.  RG -  Referred by Fisher German to finance department and being addressed. NFA
ii) Discuss way forward with Fisher German and the Diocese re the lease JS/CB – Ongoing
iii) Notice Board repairs CB/AS – Ongoing
iv) Review of HR policies JS – Ongoing
v) WC plumbing issue – village resident will look at this.  SS to monitor


	







JS CB

AS CB

SS

	17/2/6
	Chair’s Announcements:      
The Chair reported that he had received an email from a trustee of the Village Hall explaining that planning approval was not needed for the 12 solar panels being installed on the roof of the building 




	

	

17/2/7










































































































	

VILLAGE MATTERS

a) Flooding:  To be carried forward by County Cllr Hunter 


b)  Park:

I.Trees/Land update: Cllr J Smith and Cllr. Binns are liaising in relation to the lease.

The need to address the ash die back tree situation within the park was agreed and quotes will be sought for the work 


II.Playground update:  

A risk assessment had been conducted on the playground and a report produced.  The report indicated that the following risks needed to be addressed.  


· The tree trunk steps between the 2 play areas need repairing/replacing – Cllr Sprowart will address this by using non slip material
· Rocks in the goal mouth – these have been removed by Cllr Barry 
· Erosion to the ground adjacent to the junior slide caused by anti-social behaviour – photos taken. Cllr Grover said that metal barriers should be considered to prevent further damage.  Cllr Smith said that it would be difficult to erect items in the playground area without consultation and risk assessments by trained individuals – Cllr Barry will address this with the lengthsmen to look at repairing the damage.
· Snagging by playground equipment provider in relation to the new installation – Clerk dealing 



Cllr J Smith reported that an interim report was needed by 20th February 2026, with all receipts and the final report will be submitted on 28th February.  The Councillor is pursuing the snagging issue with the providers


III. Car Park:  Ideas for this had been circulated prior to the meeting but the matter of ad hoc overnight parking for visitors to the village had not been discussed.  It was agreed to add this information to the new sign which involves contact with the parish clerk.  Cllr J Smith progress


IV. WC plumbing update: A village resident is looking into this issue


c)  Website:  No issues were reported


d) Quarrying:  Cllr. Grover reported that there was a Quarry Liaison Meeting on 18th February 2026 which he would attend, and it was intended to hold a bi monthly meeting with Ball Eye Quarry to discuss any local issues.




e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  County Cllr Hunter will be looking at the possibility of the resurfacing of the Clatterway


f) Lengthsmen Update: Cllr. Barry said that all grit bins were filled but the 7 bins the responsibility of the DCC still had not been restocked although this had been requested by the Clerk.  Intended future work is the filling in of the holes on the car park, looking at the goal nets and looking at the erosion adjacent to the junior slide.


g) The Cross:  Cllr S Smith reported that the company had admitted liability for their driver’s damage to the Cross and he was in the process of obtaining quotes from stonemasons for the repair work.  He had liaised with the Heritage Officer for DCC in relation to this issue and the ongoing restoration needed.  The Heritage Officer will advise on the way forward for the ongoing restoration in terms of grants available.


h) Policies:  The Clerk is reviewing the HR policy which is ongoing


i) Churchyard: The clerk reported that there are 4 trees in the copse area of the churchyard which need to be removed this year and that quotes for the lime trees work will be obtained at the same time as the quote for the park trees.


j) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements:  Cllrs Grover and J Smith are still carrying out these duties and the work to bring everything up to date is still ongoing


k) Assets:  Cllr S Smith produced a list of the wells attached to village dwellings.  The full list requires updating, and the Clerk will then write a pro forma letter to   those residents in order to resolve ownership
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17/2/8



































17/2/9
	

Finance:

The invoices were agreed and signed by the Chair.  

Finance was approved for Training Courses for the new councillors  Clerk to arrange



 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	Approved payments in preceding month 
	 
	Paid out 
	Paid in 
	  

	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  

	  
	05-Jan-26 
	Cashback 
	Charges  
	 
	0.29  
	  

	  
	09-Jan-26 
	O2 Mobile phone 
	D. Debit 
	16.04  
	 
	  

	  
	12-Jan-26 
	Grit 
	Card  
	181.00  
	 
	  

	  
	13-Jan-26 
	P Spencer Bonsall PC Payroll/Backpay 
	Transfer 
	125.81  
	 
	  

	  
	13-Jan-26 
	M. Biggin Bonsall PC Payroll/Backpay 
	Transfer 
	196.13  
	 
	  

	  
	13-Jan-26 
	G Hardy Bonsall PC Payroll/Backpay 
	Transfer 
	237.29  
	 
	  

	  
	16-Jan-26 
	Direct Debit N.Power Electricity 
	D. Debit 
	52.75  
	 
	  

	  
	20-Jan-26 
	Direct Debit E.On Electricity 
	D. Debit 
	18.23  
	 
	  

	  
	22-Jan-26 
	R Allsopp Toilet Cleaning 
	Transfer 
	120.00  
	 
	  

	  
	22-Jan-26 
	Xmas Trees - Leigh Johnson 
	Transfer 
	180.00  
	 
	  

	  
	28-Jan-26 
	Bank Charges 
	Charges  
	9.50  
	 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


 
 



Planning


I.Various proposed works to reduce silt accumulation at Slinter Cottage Mill Pond 
Planning Application 26/00118/FUL

Decision    No objection

2. Various proposed works to reduce silt accumulation at Slinter Cottage Mill Pond 
Planning Application 26/00119/LBALT

Decision    No objection

3.Change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling house – Brumlea Farm, Moor Lane
Planning Application 26/00078/FUL

Decision     No objection

4.Change of use of ancillary outbuilding to dwelling house for holiday let – Beeches, Uppertown Lane
Planning Application NP/DDD/0126/0085

Decision     No objection


	



RG

JS

	







	

Date of next meeting

Tuesday 17th March at 7.30pm
	




Bonsall Parish Council Minutes	                                                                                           February 2026

