
Bonsall Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21st October 2025 at Bonsall Village Hall

Chair of the Council  Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk (interim)  Cllr Jackie Smith 49 Church Street Bonsall DE42AE Tel 07306 311451
email clerk@bonsall-pc.gov.uk


	Minute Number

	Item
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs M Harris (Chair), R Grover, J Smith, S Smith, J Barry

	

	21/10/1



21/10/2
	Apologies for Absence:    County Councillor A Hunter



Variation to the Order of Business:  Request for a planning matter to be the first item followed by updates from the Roadside Clearing representative




	

	221/10/3
	Declaration of Interests:  None


	

	21/10/4
	Public Speaking:  
A resident informed the council of the plans in relation to 1 High Street as outlined on the Planning Web Page with an explanation of what the plans entailed.  Councillor Barry thanked the resident for the liaison with residents in the area.

The resident informed the Council that ‘Grand Designs’ TV show will be filming in the village during the restoration of the property.

A resident, in relation to the Roadside Clearance, asked if the Green and Clean team could sweep up leaves.  The supply of wooden pallets had been offered to build a compost bin on the car park, and a donation had been given to the team for the purchase of equipment to use for the clearing.  The resident thanked Councillor Buckler for his donation.  The Council agreed that they were pleased with the progress made by the clearance team and thanked them for their work.  It was suggested that the team post on social media, particularly the Bonsall Village page, the dates they plan to do the clearance work.


	







JS

	21/10/5
	Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2025.


Matters outstanding from the last meeting not covered by this month’s agenda
None  


	





	21/10/6
	Chair’s Announcements       None



	

	21/10/7
	Clerk’s Report       Cllr. Grover to forward to the interim clerk details of what is required for a clerk’s report going forward


	RG

	21/10/8























































































21/10/9

















	VILLAGE MATTERS


a) Flooding:  Due to the road clearance a resident had uncovered 2 drains on Church Street which should positively affect any flooding which may occur in that location.  Cllrs R Grover and S Smith to identify the flooding issues in the village and arrange a meeting with Richard Ward 
b)  Park:

I.Meeting with Fisher German:  Cllr J Smith has not had a response from Fisher German in relation to a request to discuss the park area.   A tree survey is being carried out by the Diocese, but no timescale is known.  Interim Clerk to contact them again.

II.Grant application for playground update:  Cllr. J Smith reported that the grant which she had applied for to renew the Community toddler play area had been successful and the sum of £16,000 awarded.  Public consultation had taken place, and the chosen supplier is Wickstead, who recently renewed the playground at Whitworth. The Parish Council will match fund to the sum of £4000 which will be raised by non-salary payment for the roles of Clerk/RFO which are being done voluntarily by Cllrs. J Smith and Grover. The project needs to be totally completed by 28/2/26 to comply with the terms of the grant. This is being progressed by Cllr. J Smith and Cllr. Grover. 

III. Composting facility in the car park for use by the roadside clearing team:  Cllr Grover had spoken to the team with the council representative, and it was understood that 3 bins put together from pallets would be needed.  Concerns were raised over the fire hazard, vermin, the space it would take and other considerations.  Cllr Barry suggested further enquiries should be made regarding different siting and agreed that he would take bags to the tip if the council did not move them. The Council were not in favour of having this facility on the car park but agreed to review it in 6 months when the issues discussed had been tried.

iv.  Overnight parking on the car park in relation to Bonsall Businesses:  A recent request had been made from a local business in relation a guest parking his car overnight on the car park.  Other requests have been received by businesses in relation to ad hoc overnight parking (e.g. one night infrequently) when events which attract people to the village are taking place.  The Council have been asked to consider allowing ad hoc parking to support local businesses.  Interim Clerk to contact the local businesses re feasibility.


c)  Website: Ongoing work by Cllr S Smith who will report back in relation to the Zoho package upgrade


d) Quarrying:  Nothing to report.  

e) Roads, Verges, Footpaths:  Cllr Barry reported that the grit bins have been stocked.  He will check stocks and inform the Cllr Grover if more stock is required 




f) The Cross:  Cllrs Grover and S Smith are progressing and will be contacting the conservation officer.

g) Policies: Councillor R Grover will complete an Internet Banking Policy


h) Churchyard: 

I.Burial Policy: Cllr J Smith had updated the policy to reflect the decisions taken by the parish council in 2018.  The Council unanimously agreed to the setting of fees which had not increased since 2018.  The Clerk to update the policy.  Cllrs J Smith and R Grover to work together to update the burial records.

II.Churchyard Trees: Cllr Barry will contact the tree surveyor to establish when he will visit the churchyard to survey the lime trees

i) Interim Clerking and RFO arrangements: 
The Clerk/RFO gmail account is no longer in use and a forwarding out of office message to the Zoho account is in place.  Cllr Grover is updating the finance records.  The format of the clerk’s report was discussed, and Cllr Grover will send the interim clerk the original instructions on what needs to be included and how it is formatted.

j) Toilets:  Following an issue with the plumbing in the men’s toilet, Cllrs S Smith and Grover will conduct a survey of the toilets and report back to full council

k) Road for resurfacing:  Cllr Hunter had reported via email that Highways had agreed to resurface 2 roads in a residential area that were within Cllr Hunter’s responsible area.  He asked that the council put forward suggestions.  The Council selected The Clatterway.



Finance:

Cllr Grover discussed the audit process, and he was asked to contact DDDC in relation to this with further contact to be in 3 months’ time.

He reported that income and expenditure are on track and that a Finance Committee meeting will be held within the next 3 weeks.
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	21/10/10
	Planning:


I.Application for works 24 High Street.  Reference 25/00912/FUL

Decision    Object to the installation of plastic window frames

II.Application for works 1 High Street.  Reference 25/00852/VCOND

Decision     Support

III.Application for works Unit 2 Brumlea Farm Moor Lane.  Reference 25/00879/FUL

Decision      Neutral

Iv.Application for works Plum Tree Cottage High Street.  Reference 25/00892/FUL

Decision       Neutral



	

	







	

Date of next meeting

Tuesday 18th November 2025 at 7.30pm
	





Signed ………………………………………………………….

Print Name …………………………………………………….
Bonsall Parish Council Minutes	                                                                                            October 2025

