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In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering

April 2025

﻿Photo by Sarah Smith

            CAST OF BONSALL PLAYERS PANTO
                                               February 2025
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CHURCH NEWS
St James Church
Palm Sunday. April 13 
Eucharist at 9.30 am

Easter Day Sunday April 20 
Eucharist at 9.30 am

Discussion group at St James 7.30pm 
Tues 1 April (and first Tuesday 
of every month thereafter)

Bonsall Church Café

Refreshments are available in 
church from 12 noon to 3pm on 
Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays.

We offer ham, cheese and hot 
sausage cobs, home-made soup 
and cakes all at reasonable prices.                   
Wirksworth Team Ministry

Village Life Church 
(High Street)
Sunday 10:30 am  Worship Service 
Tuesday 2:00 pm  Craft club    
Wednesday 6:00pm  Life Groups 
& Dinner (please contact 
us for more information)                                   
Thursday 9:30 am Prayer Meeting  
                  7:00 pm Youth Group 
                  (11 to 16 years - all welcome 
Sunday 20 April: Easter Family 
Service 10:30am followed by Roast 
Lamb Dinner @ Bonsall Camp.  A 
warm welcome to everyone! 

For more information about the church, 
or if you need any practical help and 
support, please call on 07988 071682 or 
email us at  
villagelifechurchbonsall@gmail.com 
Pastor Matthew Quinn

Bonsall Dale Chapel 
Sunday Services in April are at 6:15 pm.  
All are welcome to join with us.  Please 
see Chapel notice board for other events. 
Judy Land Tel: 824223 

Spring 
Dear friends, 
Spring is synonymous with new life and 
we see it all around us.  New lambs are 
born, spring flowers erupt into life and 
the singing birds wake us each morning.  
By the time you read this we will be just 
two weeks away from Easter, which to 
many people across the globe is the most 
important Christian festival and in the 
northern hemisphere and coincides with 
the new life of spring. And this is impor-
tant, as Easter is a celebration of NEW 
LIFE; new life for the resurrected Jesus 
some 2000 years ago, but new life for us 
as we receive and recognise God’s love 
that is  that is most clearly shown in the 
life of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

CHURCH  DIARY
As always, there are many opportunities 
across the Wirksworth Team churches 
to hear the stories of Easter and to learn 
more abou the new life and good news 
they are all about.  You will receive a 
warm welcome when you come to join us, 
and you might hear the best news ever.  
However you choose to celebrate Easter, 
I hope and pray that it is a blessed time 
for you and those you love. As ever, many 
blessings. 
Revd Neil , Team Rector, 
Wirksworth Team Ministry 

Snowdrops 
Travelling over Bonsall Moor through 
Brightgate, I have really appreciated 
the snowdrops blossoming along the 
edges of the road. Now it is a delight to 
see the daffodils starting to bloom too. 
Brown bulbs, that seem so uninspiring 
to look at and yet within contain hidden 
treasure and the spark of life. Buried 
in the dark earth, enduring the wet, the 
cold, the frost, the snow and, unseen 
to human eyes, are putting down roots. 
After many weeks small green shoots 
begin to appear - snowdrops need the 
frost to germinate! Then the bud appears 
and in due time a beautiful snowdrop - 
“bearing a green heart, symbol of God’s 
renewing love!”  As we approach Easter, 
we recall the final days Jesus spent with 
His disciples.  We travel through Lent, 
a time to pause and think about how 
we live - our hopes and fears, our joys 
and sorrows.  We recall the last days 
Jesus spent with His disciples, seeking 
to prepare them for their futures and the 
continuing of the work that Jesus had 
begun . . . Palm Sunday, a humble King; 
Good Friday, a final meal - the Passover 
that has been celebrated for hundreds of 
years and which in Churches, Chapels 
and Meeting Places, all over the world 
is celebrated in various ways as the 
“Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper” and 
Easter Sunday, the glorious resurrection, 
and the hope of celebrating with Jesus 
in heaven. The Bible is an amazing book 
from Genesis to Revelation, penned by 
many writers under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, and pointing to Jesus 
in many and various ways and well 
worth taking the time and trouble to 
read as there are many translations 
available for every kind of reader. 

The days are lengthening, the clocks 
change and we live in hope - For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be 
saved.” John 3 v 16,17.

Judy Land

CHURCH  DIARY

Catholic Church 
Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa 
of Lisieux

Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth
Mass times - Sundays - 8.45 a.m., Holy 

Days 7 pm., every Tuesday Mass at 
9.30 a.m. (No bookings needed.)

Parish Priest: Fr. Ka Fai
(01335 418902)

Our Lady and St. Joseph 
Church

Joseph’s Street, Matlock

Mass times - Saturday reciting of rosary 
at 3.30 p.m. Vigil Mass at 4.00 p.m. and 
reciting of rosary at 5.30 p.m., Mass at 

6.00 p.m., Sundays 8.30 a.m. and 10.30. 
a.m. (Check with the newsletter – you 

may need to book for weekend masses.) 
Week day masses - No mass on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.30 
a.m. reciting of rosary and mass at 10.00 

a.m., and Friday 5.30 p.m. reciting of 
rosary and mass at 6.00 p.m.

Confessions Saturday 10.30-11.30 a.m.
Parish Priest: Fr. Robbie O’Callaghan.

On the 2nd of the month, Sharon, 
Andrew and Andrew have loving memo-
ries of their mum, Marjorie Loxley on her 
birthday.

The 5th of the month brings special 
memories of Kevin for Val, Steven and 
children, also Kevin's parents, Ken and 
Celia Baker.

Loreen, Steve, Robert and Lorna fondly 
think of Jack and Dorothy Malone during 
April..

Dorinda remembers Colin Broad with 
love..

Stephen, Trisha and families fondly 
remember Joan Gregory..

April 21st is a special day for Janet, 
Hayley, Laura and their families when 
they remember David with much love. 

David and Caroline Kirkham remember 
David's mum, Muriel, especially on the 
25th of the month; she is forever in their 
thoughts.

Di Moor 824376
dimoor2014@yahoo.co.uk

Please let me have your donations of £15 
or you can pay online to:
Sort code: 60 14 15, acc. no: 80567622 
PCC of Bonsall,  ref: fldlt

CHURCH NEWS

      Floodlighting
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LETTERS

﻿Photos by Maggie Duggins

THE VILLAGE GREEN
Toads and Roads
Spring is springing and the frogs are 
celebrating in the ponds around Bonsall. 
It will soon be time for the toads to 
start looking for a mate too.  There 
are volunteers who venture out each 
Spring to help toads avoid massacre on 
the roads around many villages in the 
UK as all wild life is sadly declining.  
Some villages close roads for several 
weeks! This doesn’t happen round 
Bonsall but the toads still cross – they 
know how to cross as they’ve been 
doing it to the same pond or mere for 
hundreds of years, but they haven’t 
yet learned how to avoid the traffic!!  
The males sit in the middle of the road 
where they can clearly see an attractive 
female waiting to cross, and then they 
join her, sometimes hitching a ride 
to defend her from other suiters. 
Obviously squatting in the road is not 
a very bright thing to do these days, so 
volunteers collect them in buckets and 
carry them across to safety.  The males 
are delightful little things, the females 
larger, swollen with spawn at this time 
of year.  These volunteers will be out 
in the next few weeks, in the dark, 
with torches and Hi Vis, in an attempt 
to save as many toads as possible, 
not just for the toads, but for future 
generations.  Please drive carefully; 
there will be children out helping. 
Thank you, 
Karen Firth

Wilder Bonsall work parties update
The snow drops and crocuses planted by Wilder Bonsall at Wragg Croft, 
Yeoman Street, were in full bloom when a successful work party was held there 
last month.  Members of Wilder Bonsall made a really good job of clearing 
brambles and weeding the beds that border the residents parking area. The 
group also had a good tidy up of the Community Garden in February.  This 
month we created a dead hedge at the rear of The Well at the top of High Street. 
We used dead wood from fallen trees on the roadside bank near the Well. 
The next meeting of Wilder Bonsall will be held on Thursday, 
10 April, 7.00pm at the Kings Head. All are welcome! 

Deb Smith
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many topics.  Whatever the children 
enjoy, there is something for everyone, 
from Reception to Year 6.  To see the 
children using the refurbished library 
and having a love of books is a joy.  
 Jackie Smith
Treasurer, Bonsall School PTFA

Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and 

Repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Now selling & 
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043 
or 07885 879652

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Village Lunch Club
This month villagers enjoyed a very 
good lunch of Boeuf Bourguignon 
together with mixed vegetables and 
mashed potato followed by Banoffee 
pie with fresh fruit and ice cream. 
Afterwards all enjoyed a nice cuppa 
along with Phil’s ferocious quiz!!
We also heard great things of Bonsall  
school’s Book Week activities and 
their participation in Science Week 
in conjunction with Anthony Gell.
If you would like to join us for lunch  
next month, we meet on April 16 at 
12.30.  If you didn’t add your name to 
the sign-up sheet at the last session, 
please phone 01629 826309 and 
book a place before April 9.  Numbers 
have to be collected so the cooks can 
prepare the meal. We need to know 
if you have any food allergies; also, 
we can make up a take-out if getting 
to the village hall is a problem.
We very much welcome any interest in 
joining the ranks of those who help with 
our events either as cooks or as helpers. 
We work on a rota basis so participation 
only comes round once in a while!
Looking forward to a Happy 
Easter for everyone.
Jenny March

Village Hall Disco
We are having a disco in the Village Hall 
on Friday 25 April to raise funds for the 
jobs we still need to do in Church, and 
to be able to give a donation to the Park 
Restoration Fund. There will be a bar, a 
raffle and a hot supper. Tickets on sale 
now from Di, Ann, Jane, Janet and me 
are £10.  Music by request!  Whatever 
you want to dance to!! 
Kath Punchard.  
07974 304067

Bonsall School
Bonsall School PTFA would like to 
say a huge thank you to the Bonsall 
Players. Their pantomime this year 
was awesome, as usual. The generosity 
of this group of wonderful human 
beings is heartwarming.  Thank you 
also to everyone who bought tickets 
and supported them in other ways. 
Bonsall Players donated £2000 to 
the PTFA from the sale of tickets.  
You are all by now probably aware 
that the PTFA has been supporting the 
children of the school by purchasing 
resources, in particular new books for 
topics and free reading.  The library 
has taken on a new lease of life and 
the classroom book shelves are well 
stocked with a wonderful eclectic mix 
of reading material.  Most importantly, 
the children are benefiting and are 
excited when a new book order is 
delivered.  Some are following a 
story series and eagerly awaiting the 
publication of the next novel, while 
others are enjoying poetry and finding 
out who their favourite authors are by 
reading different genres. There is also 
a range of non-fiction books covering 

High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724

Mob 07812 348283

﻿Photos by Jackie Smith

A Fun Competition
“Wow we had a lot of fun”, said 
Archie and Freya (both in Year 6).  
One morning a couple of weeks ago, 
children who go to Thursday Sports 
Club all set off for Anthony Gell’s 
School in Wirksworth for a fun sports 
hall athletics tournament. We met 
other schools there from Wirksworth, 
Middleton, Brassington and Turnditch. 
“Our parents took us by car, just for 
the morning and we took drinks in 
case we got really thirsty from run-
ning. Obviously Wirksworth Juniors 
walked there, but so did Middleton!  
It would be easy walking down, but 
much harder walking back up!” 
“We played in groups of different 
ages and of course we wanted to 
win, although it was just for fun.” 
“We had long-jump, ball throwing 
into a net, hurdles, running races and 
one game used a thing like a javelin to 
throw (not dangerous like a javelin!) 
We had bean bags to throw and had 
a little rest after each game.”
Archie and Freya both knew some 
pupils from other schools as they both 
play rugby on Cromford Meadows. 
They both had a super time and 
think everyone else did too. 
A high point for Archie was 
when his Grandad picked him 
up and brought Maltesers. 
After the tournament they went back 
to school, ready for a lovely school 
dinner. They both enjoy the school 
dinners, especially the puddings. 
It was a good day for all.  
Thursday Sports Club is kindly 
funded by Bonsall School PTFA and 
is open to any Key Stage 2 children. 
Karen Firth and Rebecca Smart



6 | www.bonsall-pc.gov.uk

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Live and Local at Bonsall Village Hall
On Friday 7 March, Bonsall Village Hall hosted Terence Blacker, a performer from the 
Live and Local circuit. We enjoyed an evening of music and a humorous exploration of 
ageing with grace, or not.
Terence sent feedback to the Live and Local organisers saying we were “quite a cosy 
venue, comfortable and a joy to perform in.” He went on to say “everyone seemed to 
have a good time. Nice atmosphere,” so a big thank you to all the people who bought 
tickets and joined us on the night.
Live and Local is not a fundraising event for the Village Hall, we have to contribute £370 
and 70% of any money we make over that on further ticket sales is given to Live and 
Local. We do however, keep any profit made on bar sales. Live and Local does provide 
the opportunity for us to showcase the Village Hall and put on alternative entertainment 
on your doorstep.
Hazel Baldwin
Chairwoman on behalf of Bonsall Village Hall

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

All Makes of Vehicle
Service and MOT Preparation

denise.pountain@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 824537/822708
We Now Repair and Sell Tyres

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,  

Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs 
Fruit & Veg 

& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website 

at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful  
bar meal menu. 

Saturday 3rd May
Doors open 6:45pm

Award Winning Pies Served at 7:30pm
Quiz starts 8:30pm

Pie & Pea Supper • Quiz • Raffle • Bar

NIGHT

Tickets £10 per person (+ booking fee)
including pie & pea supper

Choose your Pie and Buy
www.ticketsource.co.uk/bonsall-village-hall

or scan QR code
Tickets available online only, until 28th April.

Bring your own team (max 6), or make one up on the night.
Pie and pea supper served prior to the quiz.

A fun evening for adults only.

Fundraising event for Bonsall Village Hall

Bonsall Village Hall

PIE & QUIZ

See www.bonsallvillagehall.org.uk for more details
Contact Hazel Baldwin 07414 845925 for any special dietary needs.

Bonsall Community Playground Update
On 18 March 2025, Bonsall Community Playground became the responsibility of the 
Bonsall Community and will be managed by Bonsall Parish Council.  
As the playground equipment is ‘average to poor’, inevitably some immediate  
remedial work is needed. 
The response from Bonsall and Slaley residents has been very positive to date with ideas 
for fundraising and offers of help to start the refurbishment process. 
Over the coming weeks more information on pricing of equipment parts and other items 
will be gathered, which will be shared with everyone.  In the meantime, if anyone can 
help in any way, be it ideas for fundraising, organising events to raise much needed 
funds, or offers of practical help, please get in touch with the Bonsall Parish Clerk or 
any member of Bonsall Parish Council.
Jackie Smith 
On behalf of Bonsall Parish Council 
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Bonsall Players Panto
 
Bonsall Players performed the annual 
(I think I can safely say that now) vil-
lage pantomime in February half term 
-  Adventures in Pantoland - and 
what an adventure it was ......for our 
indomitable Chorus.  Always the very 
backbone of panto, this year they truly 
excelled themselves!  Belly dancing? No 
problem.  A dance scene lifted from Mary 
Poppins? Bring it on!  Is there nothing 
these people can’t do? They danced and 
acted, and took on other roles without 
thinking twice:  
villagers, courtiers, dwarves, Londoners!  
Take several bows: Louise, Carmel, 
Lorraine, Krystina, Leanne, George, 
Jayne. They were, quite simply, The 
Best, along with a great cow (Erin and 
Lorraine) without which no panto would 
ever be complete! 

Talking of animals, Louise Ward, who 
specialises in niche characters, played 
a heart-rending Tommy the Cat.  Jayne 
Allsop was a star turn as the Poshest 
Queen with George Binns as Elvis...
sorry.... I mean The King.  Leanne 
Hicklin brought gravitas and distinc-
tion as the Genie.  Sharon Rowlands 
wove magic in her beautiful costume 
as the Good Fairy, waving her wand 
with aplomb.  Principal boy, Rachael 
Richardson, did a great job with the 
directing as well as dancing to Prince 
(among others). Principal girl was played 
by Kelly Burton, Bonsall school’s infant 
teacher, with a mixture of naivety and 
sassiness.

Has there ever been a witchier witch and 
evil queen than Claire Bradley? Amazing 
also as the quickest costume changer, she 
was aided and abetted by Lesley Murhall 
as her unpleasant sidekick.

David Allsop played the hapless Muddles 
with a panache rarely seen away from the 
National Theatre, whilst Andrew (Mac) 
McClennon gave us an outrageously 
funny Dame.

Big, big thanks to Mike Richardson who 
did fabulous stuff with sound, lights and 
voices, and Anne Young who produced 
some amazing props and then carted stuff 
around.  They both contributed hugely 
during rehearsals.

Big shout out to all members of Bonsall 
school PTFA for the very important job 
of manning the bar. 

Oops....nearly forgot YOU. yes, YOU, 
the audience, played your usual part by 
joining in with good humour and enthu-
siasm. THANK YOU!

If you’ve never been to a Bonsall Panto, 
get yourself a ticket next year, because 
we will be back!  Oh yes, we will!  We 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
raised a huge amount of money this year 
which has been distributed as follows:
£2000 to Bonsall School
£270 to the Bonsall Defibrillators
£85 to Mutterings to pay for our 
colour photographs in this edition.  
We have also been able to raise 
enough money to at last buy ourselves 
a shed!  Yes, I know, but we’re very 
excited to have our own storage 
space for our ever-growing number 
of props, costumes and scenery.
Thank you
Jayne Allsop for Bonsall Players

(Carnival colour photos are on pages 
1 & 2, and 15 & 16, with some black 
and white photos on the page 14!)

Poem
Mr Thomas’s Writing Shed
If I was a poet like Mr. Thomas, 
I’d have a cottage by the sea, and 
a writing shed, with vistas of 
trees, the sea shore and birds. 
I would sit in peace, and let my mind 
wander, and write till I was free! 
The sun would shine through the 
window and feel like the breath 
of a dragon on my face. 
I don’t have a writing shed 
with views of the sea,
I only have a chair at the kitchen 
table with views of the garden. 
The sun shines through the 
window and lights up my pages. 
I’m ready to let my mind wander 
and write till I’m free! 
by Alison Higgins
15 Adam Bede Crescent
Wirksworth DE4 4BE
07583 309159
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Peak District 
National Park 
Authority approved 
restructure under 
financial pressures
The Peak District National Park 
Authority has today (25th February 
2025) approved restructuring proposals 
that have been driven by a need to reduce 
costs.

The Authority is facing ongoing financial 
pressures due to a fixed government 
grant that does not take into account 
inflation and additional pressures such 
as the recent increase in Employers 
National Insurance Contributions, the 
rise in the minimum wage, the ending of 
the government’s rate relief scheme, and 
some external costs rising by as much as 
150%. 

Overall the Authority has faced a real-
terms cut of around 50% over the last ten 
years. The continual squeeze on funding 
has happened at the same time as those 
using the National Park have increased 
and expectations about what the 
National Park should be delivering for 
nature, climate and wellbeing are rising.

It is only two years since the Authority 
last had to undertake a restructure 
programme. Those changes reduced 
senior management roles by more than 
half and combined several service areas 
whilst allowing for an investment in the 
Authority’s statutory planning function. 
However, since the last round of changes 
the Authority has faced unprecedented 
financial pressures whilst the core 
government grant remains flat. 

The changes approved include 
making efficiencies within important 
functions such as customer services 
and communications. There will be 
a reduction in the size and scope of 
much cherished work in the areas of 
community engagement, education and 
wellbeing, although alternative funding 
opportunities for priority projects are 
being pursued. 

With the ongoing support of 
a philanthropic donor, some 
transformational changes are also being 
proposed for the Authority’s Visitor and 
Cycle Hire Centres to ensure their long-
term viability. 

Phil Mulligan, the Authority’s Chief 
Executive said, “We are facing a very 
challenging financial landscape. The 
approved structure changes are extremely 
difficult and upsetting for everyone. We 
are cutting or reducing some of our high 
profile and much valued programmes. 
None of us wanted to make these 
decisions but they cannot be avoided 
unless there is significantly better news 
from government on our funding.” 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Open Gardens 2025
Open Gardens 2025 are now organising for this year’s weekend event on June 7th 
& 8th.

Would anyone that wishes to open their garden this year please email office@
bonsallopengardens.co.uk or call 07974644889 to confirm.  

Opening a garden helps to bring much needed funds to support our village🌸

Many thanks
Elizabeth Stoppard
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PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests of 
the Parish Council, they should ideally 
be raised in Public Participation section 
of the monthly meeting. If however there 
is an urgent matter, while individual 
councillors will try to assist, a direct 
response is better achieved by contacting 
the Clerk to the Parish Council directly:
Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285 
sandraandmarkharris@btinternet.com
Councillors:
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell Lane, 
T: 07866 750636 
barryjonathan375@gmail.com
Cllr Richard Grover 
Nethergreen House, Clatterway	
T: 01629 259558 
richard_grover99@hotmail.com
Cllr Jackie Smith, 49 Church Street,  
T. 07771 764366 jaqsm@aol.com
Cllr Stephen Smith, 49 Church 
Street. T. 07545 062413 
ss@sjstechnical.com
Cllr Bob Cartwright 32 High Street  
T 01629 822702   
bobcartwright@w3z.co.uk
Clerk and Finance Officer:
Julia Milverton,  
69 Yeoman Street.T: 07306 311451;  
bonsallclerk@gmail.com

Matthew Buckler
District Councillor, 
Bonsall & Winster Ward
Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07717 336186
Email: matthew.buckler@
derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Dermot Murphy
County Councillor,
Wirksworth Ward
Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07583 111239
Email: dermot.murphy@
derbyshire.gov.uk

Parish Council Report for 
meeting on 18 March 2025
Please note: All residents are urged 
to visit the new website (www.
bonsall-pc.gov.uk). Also, we need 
another councillor – would you like 
to join the council?.  Please contact 
the Clerk for further information.

News from County Council
Cllr Murphy reported on the Via Gellia 
project: only 50% of the trees needing 
removal have been taken down; the 
remainder will be taken down in the 
autumn.  He also noted that the  
contractor has been replaced.  
Average speed cameras are due 
to be in place April-May 
Cllr Murphy was concerned about the 
condition of the roads and will visit 
Uppertown Lane and Yeoman Street to 
see the potholes and road condition with 
a view to helping resolve the problem.  

Park
Cllr J Smith confirmed the play area has 
now been handed over to BPC. There are 
on-going costs to consider; for example, 
new bark for the climbing frame area will 
cost £2k, and work is needed to repair 
the junior slide.  It is imperative to ensure 
the village is involved, as maintaining 
the play area will be a community effort 
and there will be an on-going need 
for fundraising.  Bonsall Players have 
kindly offered to help with costs and to 
volunteer with work.  It is hoped that 
other village organisations will also 
get involved.  There will be a monthly 
update in Mutterings under the Village 
Noticeboard section.  It was agreed to 
establish a Park Committee to cover the 
park, churchyard, car park and public 
WC’s.  The lengthsmen will fill in the 
potholes in the car park. 

Wilder Bonsall
There was some debate about the insur-
ance for Wilder Bonsall which is now in 
the process of being resolved.  Wilder 
Bonsall has requested that the park bank 
should be strimmed in September to 
encourage wildflowers; it was decided 
this would be discussed by the new Park 
Committee which would then report back 
to BPC where a decision would be made. 

Website
The Clerk is to continue working on 
the website to implement changes BPC 
wishes to make.  If anyone has feedback, 
please share with the Clerk for reporting 
back to the PC.  
 
Policies and Grit Bins
The new policies covering grit bins and 
recording of meetings were adopted, 
along with the new Standing Orders 
policy.  The Clerk will work on new Code 
of Conduct and Financial Regulations 
policies. 

Finance Committee
It was agreed to establish a Finance 
Committee in line with the practice of 
other Parish Councils.  This will meet in 
the next couple of weeks. 

Potholes and verges
It was noted that although DDDC has 
swept one side of Clatterway the gullies 
on the other side are still full of leaves.   
Clerk to contact Green & Clean to 
request that more sweeping is done and 
to request a meeting with the team to 
discuss on-going issues. 

VE Day
It was agreed to mark this occasion and 
at the next meeting the PC will discuss 
the purchase of flags, bunting etc. It was 
also agreed to put poppies back around 
the village for the occasion. 

Full details of the meetings can be found 
in the minutes on the Parish Council 
page of the village website at www.
bonsallvillage.org, on the new website 
www.bonsall-pc.gov.uk, or on the 
village noticeboards.  

The next Parish Council Meeting will 
take place on Tuesday 15 April at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall.  If you 
have any issues to be raised at the 
meeting, please contact the clerk Julia 
Milverton with details by 7 April.
Clerk and Finance Officer
Julia Milverton
69 Yeoman Street, DE4 2AA
Tel: 07306 311451
Email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com

mailto:sandraandmarkharris@btinternet.com
mailto:richard_grover99@hotmail.com
mailto:jaqsm@aol.com
mailto:ss@sjstechnical.com
mailto:bonsallclerk@gmail.com
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CROSSWORD #170 
by Pam Mcinally

DOMESTIC•COMMERCIAL•INDUSTRIAL

STEVEN BAKER
Tel No: 07746 436 878

Email: steveselectrical2@gmail.com
34 Morrell Wood Drive, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 0JD

4 Rose Cottages, Uppertown, Bonsall, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2AW

Local, friendly & reliable service. No job too big or 
too small. Please phone or email for a free quote.

SPECIALISING IN:

• Full & partial rewires • Extra lights & sockets

• Fuse board upgrades • Outside sockets

• Outside lighting projects • Down light installations

• Inspection, testing & certification • PAT testing 

• LED lighting • New builds

• Kitchen & bathroom installations • Fault Finding

Fully qualified Electrician & Contractor with 
over 20 years of experience in domestic, 

commercial & industrial installations.

Across: 
5.  Cross about burglar in Nottingham hotel office, at first, but he did dish out his loot 
to the less well-off. (5,4)
8.  See 15.
9.  5’s pals - drunken dudes? (5,3)
10. See 18.
11. If your ski racing finishes first in downhill, cool! (6)
13. Rotates knob in two directions. (6)
15. & 8. Potty friend of 5. (6,4)
16. Suffer anal risk in this country? (3,5)
18. & 10. Mike, help mother and iron out friend of 5. (4,6)
19. Make love in luxury car, cuddling short Scotsman with kilt at last? No, the reverse 
for one of 9. (5,4) 

Down: 
1.  Reduce drink, then bemoans, we hear. (8)
2.  Am thin, reckless assassin. (6)
3.  Fisher, bizarrely detailed arch-enemy of 5. (6)
4.  Reptile seen in film of 5, found rising up in Crinkley Bottom. (4)
6.  5. could be said to have been one, as could man who saved pub! (5,4)
7.  Curious? Naive? Heads of Lower School in news - drinking to excess, perhaps. 
(6,3)
12. Friendship in main city abroad. (8)
14. Sounds like charge for 7. ‘It not is’ is not it correctly. (6)
15. Loaned nothing for small structure. (4,2)
17. Game bird. (4)

Answers to Crossword no. 169
Across: 5. Go bananas. 8. Calm. 9. In the bag. 10. Accuse. 11. Not shy. 13. Wheeze 
(‘on radio’ means sounds like. in this case, ‘wees’). 15. Beauty. 16. Traipses. 18. Ares. 
19. Teleports.
Down:  1. Dormouse. 2. Malice. 3. Hasten. 4. Race. 6. March Hare. 7. Mad Hatter 
(‘threat = anagram i.e., ‘mad’ of hatter). 12. Tea Party (gunpowder is a type of 
tea). 14. Easter. 15. Boston (my mistake - confusing nob with knob!). 17. Ides.
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We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed 
to an author. We review all items for 
obvious libellous or offensive material, 
but we cannot check for factual content. 

Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 

Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village 
website – https://bonsall-pc.gov.
uk. Please note that your articles 
will appear on the website and can 
be picked up by search engines.

Boxed and classified adverts are regarded as 
commercial advertising and attract a fee. 

Please call Ruth Headon on 07769 725022 for information about rates 
and lineage. Copy for commercial advertising should be with us by 

the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed. 
Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to 

mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 91 Yeoman Street.

Please send us your news, views, stories and 
diary events by Noon on  Tuesday 22 April 

to: Editorial Group, 91 Yeoman Street, or 
by e-mail to mutterings@hotmail.com

Advertise your business 
in Mutterings

The newsletter is delivered to 
every household in Bonsall Parish 
11 times per year and read by 
over 1000 people. In addition, 
the full-colour website version is 
searchable for company names and 
types of business. For a very rea-
sonable £72 p.a., you can expand 
your business, as Steven Baker has 
found: “Since I started my advert 
in Mutterings I’ve had several jobs 
where customers have used it to 
find my number.”
Please contact Julie Hamilton on 
824819 for more information.

EDITORIAL POLICY

CLASSIFIED ADS
Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete 
bespoke service, you name it, we frame 
it. Over 100 different mouldings in 
stock, very competitively priced.  Mon 
to Sat open 10 am to 5 pm; closed on 
Wednesdays.  Tel 824994.

Window Cleaning
Pure water reach and wash pole ser-
vice for residential  or commercial 
properties.  Ladder cleaning, gutter 
clearing, fascias, conservatory roofs, 
house  c leaning and car  washing.   
Tel: Andrew on 07598 170311 or 07746 
320175, or e-mail andrewhallcleaning@
gmail.com.

Childminder
I am an OFSTED registered childminder 
based in Slaley, and will have a vacancy 
on Thursdays from the beginning of 
November.  Funded sessions are available.
Please feel free to call for a chat or to  
arrange a visit.
Tel: Emma on 07464 966035.

GCSE Revision lessons
As a recently retired maths teacher living 
in Bonsall, I am happy to provide free 
GCSE revision lessons to local students.  
References are available from the Maths 
Dept at Anthony Gell School if required
Call Lyn on 07976 898133

Physics Tuition
Need to increase confidence in Physics, 
improve grades or pass  an exam? 
Professional tutor (ex Belper School Head 
of Science)
Friendly, approachable, local tuition for 
GCSE and A level Physics. 
Contact Gordon Day for details 07979 
912477

EDITORIAL GROUP
Hazel Baldwin		    07414 845925

Brett Biedscheid 	  07977 200354

Maggie Duggins		                825228

Karen Firth		                259483

Julie Hamilton		                  824819

Ruth Headon	 07769 725022

Dave Hicklin	  07421 700888

Pam McInally		                  826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss	                826557

Graham Partridge 	 07710 077949

 
 


 

Building Works  
• Building 
• Roofing 
• Windows 
• Doors 
• Fascia-Guttering 
• Kitchen Fitting 
• Skirting-Architrave 
• Internal Doors etc. 

 





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VILLAGE GROUPS & RESOURCES USEFUL NUMBERS
Allotment Group Penny Collier   825591
Art Club Fiona Drake        07776 256314
               Alan David         07517 4409074
Bonsall Barn Project
Liz Stoppard / Mike Susko	            823712
Bonsall Camp
Matthew Quinn                   07988 071682
Bonsall Energy Group
Chris Broome                     07988 071682
Church Bell Ringers
Melissa Wellbourne	            826303
Church Flood Lighting  
Di Moor                                         824376
Carnival Committee
Rob Stevenson                   07854 447354
Chernobyl Childrens’ Lifeline Group
Chris Broome                                824512
Cromford Playgroup
Karen or Jayne		  07905 937371
History Group 
Peter Greaves                               822374
Horticultural Society	             Vacant
Kick-boxing
Hayley Capewell                07773 149935
Open Gardens        Ollie Gerrish 824498
Pigeon Club          Gordon Hardy 823549
PTFA         Claire Duma     07880 851083
Riders Club     Jane Williams       825632
School Head  Rebecca Smart      822573
School Toddler Club   Di Moor    824376
School Foundation
Norma Rickards (Clerk)                 822257
Senior Citizens Committee         Vacant
St James     Rev Rod Prince        824707
Village Hall Committee
Jackie Smith		             823544
Village Life Church
Pastor Matthew Quinn        07988 071682
Village Lunch Club   Ron Addis  826309
Wesleyan Reform Chapel (The Dale)
Judy Land                                     824223
Wilder Bonsall Group
Deb Smith                                     825228

TRAVEL SERVICES

Bonsall Publications
Bonsall - a village & its history
£15 paperback, £25 hardback 
Bonsall within living memory  £10
80 Years of Bonsall Carnival Book £10
History Walking Guides Set of five  £5
History booklets see online shop
The Bonsall Map see online shop
Available from Fountain Tearooms
More details on publications at the online 
shop www.bonsallhistory.org.uk

Village Hall
Cost per session (a session is a 
morning, afternoon or evening):
- Village organisations: 
   £15 - one floor; £20 - both floors

- Non-village organisations: 
   £25 - one floor; £35 - both floors
- Village people private hire: 
   £30 - one floor; £40 - both floors
- Non-village people private hire: 
   £45 - one floor; £55 - both floors
For information on sale of alcohol/
private bar, use of the Village Hall audio 
equipment, screening a film, or any other 
matters, please contact Jackie Smith, 
07771 764366. Jaqsm@aol.com

Thank you to everyone who continues to 
book the village hall, and provide such 
a variety of events within Bonsall.  Our 
updated and more accessible village hall 
now has lift access.

RESOURCES

Assisted Travel
Derbyshire Connect transport for shopping, 
weekdays 9am - 4pm, booked in advance. 
Tel: 01335 300670 between two and 
seven days before travel or email: info@
ashbournect.org.uk. 
Derbyshire Connect Active Travel to 
healthcare appointments, weekdays 9am 
- 5pm, booked in advance. Charges vary. 
Tel: 03333 444125 at least 48 hours in 
advance or email: office@sdcvs.org.uk 
Bus services
216 Bus service - Matlock to Bonsall via 
Starkholmes Monday to Saturday. No 
service on Sunday or Bank Holiday.
Bonsall Uppertown 11.01, 13.01, 16.01, 
18.01
The Fountain 11.06, 13.06, 16.06, 18.06
Matlock (by M&S) 10.36, 12.36, 15.36, 
17.36.
(see www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables)
Taxis   822072, 813774, 826060, 
07967 273237, 07815 773706
Train services � 0845 7484950
Travel line 	  � 0870 6082608
Volunteer Drivers
Loreen                                           822067
Richard Shipley                             259809

Health
NHS Direct 	  � 0300 311 22 33
Chemists: Wirksworth Market Place 
822607; 12 Bank Road, Matlock, 57924
Dentists Matlock: 584746, 55645, 
582218, 56558. Steeple Grange: 822172
Doctors: Wirksworth Hannage Brook 

822434; Matlock Imperial Road 583465
Hospitals: Chesterfield, Calow 01246 
277271; Derby City 01332 340131; Derby 
Royal 01332 347141; Matlock Whitworth 
580211. 
Non-urgent advice� 111

Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk
All enquiries 533190. Out of Hours 
numbers: 532600 or ‘Call Derbyshire’ 
533190 or text 86555

Derbys Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk
All enquiries	  � 761100
Environmental health	  � 761212
Tourist information
   Matlock	  � 583388
   Matlock Bath	   � 583834
Trading Standards 	  � 585858
Electricity emergencies � 0800 0568090
Fire station, Matlock 	  � 582849
Gas leaks 	  � 0800 111999

Waste Recycling Centre  
Harrison Way, Darley Dale    
Opening times  
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 5 pm 
Saturdays & Sundays  10 am to 5pm

Mobile Library 	 � 01629 533444
Next open Friday, 7 March 10.50 -11.20 
am
Police/Safer Neighbourhoods	  � 101
PCSO: Kirsty.Hunt (Kirsty.Hunt@
derbyshire.police.uk) covering Cromford, 
Matlock Bath & Bonsall  
matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.
pnn.police.uk.
Crimestoppers	  � 0800 555111
Victim support	  � 825544
Community safety	  � 761101

Swimming & gymnasiums
Matlock (Arc Leisure) � 581322
Wirksworth � 825704

Vets Matlock 	            582844, 581234 
Wirksworth 	                          823034

Bonsall Village
Defibrillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor 823704, 07860 214503
Brett Taylor 824407, 07950 036657
Anne Young 07876 506595
Phil Addis 826309, 07951 189727
John Ratcliffe 07896 924824
Maxine Ellis 07742 749854
Julia Milverton 07584 895644
Jackie Smith 07771 764366
Melissa Wellbourn Hesp 07557 902500
Jill & David Rickards 824038, 07586 
721963
Jason Pugh 07756 668205
Jennie Pugh 07841 758488
Alan Walker 07711 733509
Elaine Pickersgill 07832 383074
Adrian Rollinson 07768 346302
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Mutterings
T’Owd Man’s 

Tues 1 7.30 pm Discussion Group St James Church

Thur 10 7.00 pm Wilder Bonsall Group meeting King’s Head

Tues 15 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall

Wed 16 12.30 pm Village Lunch Club Village Hall

Tues 22 Deadline for submissions for May Mutterings

Fri 25 Disco & Supper at Village Hall Village Hall

Bin Collection Dates - April 2025
Date Bin Types

Fri 4 Grey Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Fri 11 Blue & Green Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Fri 18 Grey Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Sat 26 Blue & Green Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Future dates:
Sat 3 May, Pie & Quiz Night at Bonsall Village Hall 

 

:

Diary Dates - April 2025
Date Event Venue
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BONSALL PLAYERS PANTO
                       Snow White

                       Make Believe

﻿Photos: Sarah Smith
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            BONSALL PLAYERS PANTO
                                             Sleeping Beauty

Dick Whittington
﻿Photos: Sarah Smith
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BONSALL PLAYERS PANTO                                             

Baddies Fairy

Cinderella

Finale!

﻿Photos: Sarah Smith


