
Minutes of Annual Bonsall Parish Meeting held on 13th May 2025 7.00pm-7.30pm 

  
Clerk: Julia Milverton 69 Yeoman Street Bonsall DE4 2AA Telephone: 07306 311451 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com 

 

Present 
Parish Councillors M Harris (Chair), Grover, S & J Smith, J Barry and J Milverton (Clerk/RFO)  

1. Minutes of the last meeting: the minutes of the meeting of 9 May 2024 were approved. 

2. Report from the Chair of the Bonsall Parish Council for 2024-25 
 
 
The last 12 months have been a busy year for Bonsall Parish Council (BPC). There have been some initiatives 
that have been completed and a number that are still very much ongoing. Overall, I believe we have made further 
improvements, however, having reviewed the years projects and activities these do take far too long to complete. 
We need to look at ways at making our efforts more efficient. 
I would like to thank all Councillors and staff as well as the many Bonsall residents who have supported us during 
the year.  
 
 
In no particular order, I would like to highlight the following key developments over the last 12 months: 
 
 

 

• Park Play area 
o We were notified earlier in the year that DDDC would not renew the lease for the recreation 

ground. BPC have agreed to take over the responsibility for the play area. Cllr. J Smith has 
formed a Park Play area working group to take this forwards. Many thanks to Cllr. J Smith and 
the other members of the working group for leading this.   

 

• Quarries  
o The recent application from Slinter quarry has been approved. 
o An open day was arranged for Bonsall residents and the BPC at the site of Ball Eye quarry in 

October last year and was very informative. 
  

• Flooding 
o Derbyshire County Council intend to operate a flood resilience scheme (May 2023).  They wrote 

to all residents of High Street and Yeoman Street, together with homes in The Dale and 
Bankside which have been affected by flooding. There have been no further developments seen 
since. BPC wrote to DCC in October 2023 regards our disappointment with a lack of meaningful 
progress and have received no feedback to date. There continues to be a lack of progress or 
communication around this long-standing concern. 

 
 

• Bonsall PC Website 
o In 2023 the decision was taken to move the BPC website from Pigeontech to Parish Online. The 

changeover was made early 2024, with most of our documents and policies transferred in the 
first quarter of the year. There are still some fundamental issues present today. Cllr. S Smith 
conducted a gap analysis on the site and the Clerk continues to work on the website. 

  
 

• Road Condition 
o There were several complaints received during year regards the condition of the roads in the 

village particularly the number of potholes. Many potholes have been reported over the year but 
there is little progress and some stretches have been very poor for years now. We report and 
complain about the pot holes on a regular basis and we would encourage all residents to do 
likewise. 

 

• Bonsall Cross 
o The Cross has been in a poor state of repair for a few years now. A number of months were 

spent trying to get quotes for repairs, looking at grant options etc.. This now needs to be made a 
priority now for BPC.   
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• Trees 
o There has been further extensive work on trees in the Churchyard area over the past year. The 

expenditure made during these works was very high. 
 
 

• Bonsall Parish Councillors 
o We continue to have vacancies for BPC and need to consider further opportunities for engaging 

with and recruiting new Parish Councillors. We currently have 3 vacancies so need to look at 
recruitment as a matter of urgency. 

 
 

• Grit Bins 
o Issues occurred during winter with grit bins not being replenished appropriately. A new grit bin 

policy has been adopted to ensure adequate rock salt is always available. Grit bin policy and 
map on website. 
 
 

• WC’s 
o We are still to finalise 7-year tenancy agreement between BPC and the owner with legal. 

 
 
I believe we are still not very efficient at closing down actions and we need to get better at this.  
 
The report was received with thanks by the meeting.  
 
The Councillor agreed that there needs to be better progress in closing down issues and achieving aims.  The 
council further discusses the on-going problem of potholes and registered its disappointment with DCC.  It was 
further agreed that repairs to The Cross will be a priority in the coming year, as will attracting more councillors. 
The PC plans to approach people who have shown an interest in joining the Council, and to give out 
information at the carnival. The Chair thanked Cllr J Smith for her work regarding the Park. 

 
3. Report from the Finance officer of Bonsall Parish Council Income and Expenditure 2024-25 and 
Precept: (see accounts at end of minutes appendix 1) 
 
Precept: the RFO reported that the precept for 2024-25 was increased to £22,050 from the previous year in 
accordance with the agreed budget. She reported that the reserves were over the ideal at £18205, and that the 
finances were in a healthy condition. The PC voted unanimously to put £4k in reserve for costs associated with 
the WC’s. 

4. Plans for coming year. 

• The Cross repair 

• The play area 

• New councillors 

 

 
5. To Consider any other Parish Matters that may be brought forward by the Council or local government 
electors: None 

 
 

 Signed ……………………………………………  
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Bonsall Parish Council Accounts for Financial Year 01 April 2024 to 31 March 2025   

          

     Annual   2024-25 Budget 

     Variation 2023-24 2024-25 
Budget 

V2 Variation 

INCOME     £  £ £ £ 

          

Precept     1050  21000 22050 22050 0  

DDDC Churchyard Maintenance   0  1581 1581 1581 0  

DCC p3 agreement - Footpaths   0  495 495 495 0  

Burial Fees     0  530 530 200 330  

VAT refund     229  1127 1356 700 656  

Bank interest/Cash advance     -6  7 1 1 0  

Defibrillator donations     -2931  3985 1054 1054 0  

Car Park     407  1967 2374 1950 424  

Miscellaneous incl WC box   4181  403 4584 1300 3284  

         ________ 

Total Income    2,930 31,095 34,025.00 29,331 4694  

          

     Annual   2024-25 Budget 

     Variation 2023-24 2024-25 
Budget 

V2 Variation 

EXPENDITURE    £  £ £ £ 

          

Payroll     -437  12902 12465 17037 -4572  

Churchyard Maintenance materials (expenses) 4  71 75 84 -9  

Footpath Maintenance materials (expenses)  -137  344 207 250 -43  

Village Handyman Salary (gross)   0  0 0 0 0  

PAYE     145  3873 4018 0 4018  

Payroll and Audit    0  252 252 252 0  

Bank charges    -6  165 159 172 -13  

Admin & Misc Expenses    -1  385 384 450 -66  

Lighting     -18  672 654 702 -48  

Insurance     70  893 963 963 0  

Training     0  0 0 0 0  

DALC & Subscriptions    -139  529 390 390 0  

Machinery Service & Equipment   2939  1604 4543 1559 2984  

Village Hall Rent    -146  326 180 180 0  

Web site fees    -275  752 477 405 72  

Plants and Christmas trees   3  152 155 350 -195  

Grit, litter bins benches boards & signs  658  42 700 700 0  

Traffic speed reduction   0  0 0 0 0  

WC Cleaning & maintenance   -2  1362 1360 1800 -440  

General Grants and Donations   -77  450 373 400 -27  

Burial ground maintenance (Parish C'l area)  1232  506 1738 2000 -262  

Defibrillator    -4736  4992 256 175 81  

Legal/admin costs Vehicle Park   0  0 0 0 0  

Rent park area    -400  800 400 800 -400  
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Maintenance park area   568  1766 2334 2500 -166  

     ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 

Total Expenditure    -755  32838 32083.00 31169  914  

          

Projected Budget Surplus (Deficit)     -1,838  

          

Surplus/(Deficit) for the Year     -1,743 1,942   

          

BANK RECONCILIATION     £   

          

Opening balance from previous year b/f    16263.00   

Add: Surplus/Deficit to date     1942.00   

      Sub total 18205.00   

          

          

          

      Total 18,205.00   

 


