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Chair Report for 2024-25

The last 12 months have been a busy year for Bonsall Parish Council (BPC). There have been some
initiatives that have been completed and a number that are still very much ongoing. Overall, | believe we
have made further improvements, however, having reviewed the years projects and activities these do take
far too long to complete. We need to look at ways at making our efforts more efficient.

I would like to thank all Councillors and staff as well as the many Bonsall residents who have supported
us during the year.

In no particular order, 1 would like to highlight the following key developments over the last 12 months:

e Park Play area
o We were notified earlier in the year that DDDC would not renew the lease for the
recreation ground. BPC have agreed to take over the responsibility for the play area. ClIr.
J Smith has formed a Park Play area working group to take this forwards. Many thanks to
Cllr. J Smith and the other members of the working group for leading this.

e Quarries
o The recent application from Slinter quarry has been approved.
o An open day was arranged for Bonsall residents and the BPC at the site of Ball Eye
guarry in October last year and was very informative.

e Flooding
o Derbyshire County Council intend to operate a flood resilience scheme (May 2023).
They wrote to all residents of High Street and Yeoman Street, together with homes in The
Dale and Bankside which have been affected by flooding. There have been no further
developments seen since. BPC wrote to DCC in October 2023 regards our disappointment
with a lack of meaningful progress and have received no feedback to date. There
continues to be a lack of progress or communication around this long standing concern.

e Bonsall PC Website
o In 2023 the decision was taken to move the BPC website from Pigeontech to Parish
Online. The changeover was made early 2024, with most of our documents and policies
transferred in the first quarter of the year. There are still some fundamental issues present
today. Cllr. S Smith conducted a gap analysis on the site and the Clerk continues to work
on the website.

e Road Condition
o There were several complaints received during year regards the condition of the roads in
the village particularly the number of potholes. Many potholes have been reported over
the year but there is little progress and some stretches have been very poor for years now.



e Bonsall Cross
o The Cross has been in a poor state of repair for a few years now. A number of months
were spent trying to get quotes for repairs, looking at grant options etc.. This now needs to
be made a priority now for BPC.

o Trees
o There has been further extensive work on trees in the Churchyard area over the past year.
The expenditure made during these works was very high.

e Bonsall Parish Councillors
o We continue to have vacancies for BPC and need to consider further opportunities for
engaging with and recruiting new Parish Councillors. We currently have 3 vacancies so
need to look at recruitment as a matter of urgency.

e GritBins
o Issues occurred during winter with grit bins not being replenished appropriately. A new
grit bin policy has been adopted to ensure adequate rock salt is always available. Grit bin
policy and map on website.

e WC’s
o We are still to finalise 7 year tenancy agreement between BPC and the owner with legal.
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