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Mutterings

Photos by Maggie Duggins

A £85 donation was gratefully received from a Bonsall resident to enable us to print colour pages in this Christmas issue. If
y0111 wish to donate too, then please contact one of the editors, or e-mail us at mutterings@hotmail.com. All donations are
welcome.

[§i In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken
(@ 5? to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old
5 E\éﬁ Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering
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Village Hall Autumn Fair on 9 November 2024

Photo by Ian Daisley
e

Photo by Ian Daisley
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CHURCH DIARY
St James Church

Services for December

Sunday 8 December 9.30am Eucharist
Thursday 19 December 7.00pm Carol
Service

Christmas Day 9.30am Eucharist

The Christmas tree will be in Church
for decorations in memory of loved
ones from Saturday, 14 December.

Services for January

Sunday 12 January 9.30 am Eucharist
Sunday 26 January 9.30 am Eucharist

Bonsall Church Cafe

Refreshments are available in church
from 12 noon to 3pm on Saturdays,
Sundays and Mondays.

We offer ham, cheese and hot sausage
cobs, home-made soup and cakes all at
reasonable prices.

Wirksworth Team Ministry
01629 824707

Village Life Church

Special events:

Sunday 15 December
Christmas Family Service
followed by Christmas Dinner

Sunday 22 December Christmas Carol
Service with refreshments

Weekly:
Sunday 10:30am Worship Service

Tuesday 2:00pm Craft Club (closed
from 17 Dec-7 Jan)

Wednesday 7:00pm Life Groups
(closed from 18 Dec-8 Jan)

Thursday 9:30am Prayer Meetin,
7:00pm Youth Group (closed
from 19th Dec - 231d Jan)

For more information about the
church, or if you need any practical
help and support over the winter
period please call on 07988 071682 or
email us at
villagelifechurchbonsall@gmail.
com.

Pastor Matthew Quinn

Bonsall Dale Chapel

Sunday Services in December and
January are at 2.30 pm.

Come and ‘Sing your favourite carol’
on Sunday 15 December.

Carol Service 2.30 pm on Sunday
22 December

New Year Service on Sunday, 5
January.

All are welcome to join with us.

Judy Land Tel: 824223
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CHURCH NEWS

Community meetings

The following is taken from
the monthly newsletter of the
Wirksworth Team Ministry:

“Earlier this year we held a series of
weekly meetings in Wirksworth, where
a group of us discussed a range of issues
connected with Christian beliefs and
the Church. Normally, folk say never
discuss religion or politics as it always
ends in an argument. Well in this case,
it didn’t. Some of the attendees were
from Bonsall. They found it to be an
interesting and informative series
of meetings. Because of the positive
response we received, it has been
decided to hold the future meetings
at St. James Church in Bonsall. The
meetings will be held at 7.30pm on
the first Tuesday of every month and
will last for about ninety minutes each.
Everyone is invited, not just the regular
church attendees. You don’t even need
to be a Christian. If you turn up then we
would be very pleased to see you and
you can be sure of a warm welcome. It
is up to you whether you put forward
questions for group discussion or just
sit and listen to what’s said by others.

It’s your church at the end of the day.
Its purpose isn’t just about an hourly
Sunday service for a few. It’s about
using the building as a community
meeting place where anyone can meet
to share their experiences and thoughts
and exchange ideas about a range of
subjects connected to life in general
and what part, if any, the church and
matters of faith and religion can Flay in
our lives.” The next meeting will be on
Tues 4 February at 7.30 pm.

Wirksworth Team Ministry

Church Article

Growing up in the late 40s and with a
sister and brother born in the early 50s,
our childhood days were very difterent
from today - transport was the bus or
walk, no TV, radio only, we listened
to “Listen with Mother” and I was an
Archers addict! After attending Chapel
on a Sunday afternoon we enjoyed tea
along with the Preacher and family (at
least 12 of us) at Grandma Land’s house
on the Bankside. This was a small two
up, two down cottage with an outside
toilet (an earth closet) at the top of the
garden

The Chapel eveninﬁ service began at
6.15 pm to time with the arrival of the
bus which came right to the top of the
Dale. Mum, myselt and my sister and
brother went home on the bus, except
in the school holidays when we stayed
for evening service and walked home!

When we arrived home in Cromford, we
got ready for bed and then Mum would
read us a story before tucking us up in
bed. After the evening service, when

Dad came home, he always came up-
stairs to say goodnight and switch off
the light. So our love of books began
as children and continues, as I still like
to read in bed! I also have two books
purchased from charity sholps ready for
Christmas reading, God willing.

However, I do enjoy reading the Bible
and have Bible Commentary books
to help me appreciate and learn more
about the Bible and people whose lives
are recorded in the Bible. They are just
like people today, although they lived
a slower pace of life with no gooks,
modern conveniences or technol%gy! I
have been reading about Adam and Eve
and temptation - “did God really say?”
the serpent questioned them! And when
Jesus was tempted by Satan about God’s
Word, He responded to Satan by refer-
ring to what the Bible says (Matthew 4
v 1-11). Luke in his Gospel writes “I
myself have carefully investigated every-
thing from the beginning and it seemed
good to write an orderly account for
you, so that you may know the certainty
of the things you have been taught. Luke
1v 1 -4. Why not read Matthew and
Luke’s Gospels Chapters 1 and 2 and
see for yourself how Jesus came to be
born in Bethlehem and the visits of the
Shepherds and Magi (Wise Men)? How
Jesus really is the Saviour of the World!
Please let me know if you would like a
Bible - I would be more than pleased to
give you one as a Christmas gift that will
take you through the coming New Year
too. A variety of Bibles are also on sale
at Cornerstone Bookshop, Dale Road,
Matlock. Scarthin Books is also worth
a visit!

May you know the certainty of God’s
love, joy and peace as you celebrate
Christmas and the New Year with family,
friends and neighbours. May the Lord
bless you all.

Judy Land
Bonsall Dale Chapel




FLOODLIGHTING

December
Christmas is a very special time for remembering those friends and family members
who are no longer with us.

Di, Kath and Andrew remember their dad, Jimmy, on his birthday on
8 December.

Stephen and Tricia Potter remember Stephen’s mum, Mary especially on
10 December.

David and Julie Allsop and their families remember their dad, Dennis, particularly
on 18 of December.

Christmas Eve is when Margaret, Justin, Deb and their children remember Connor
in whose memory the lighting was given and dedicated.

birthday, 30 December.
January

David, Julie and their families remember their mum, Jean, especially on 2 January.

The first week of January holds special memories of Harold Bunting, for Dorinda,
Simon and Stephanie and their families.

16 January is when Jenny Mellor and family remember their mum, Joan.

Birthday memories on 23 and 24 January of Mum and Dad Rickards are shared by
all the family at this time.

For Richard and Kath Taylor the lighting brings memories of Kath’s dad and her
brother, Keith on 26 of January.

Janet, Daphne and Peter have special memories of their parents, Billy and Winnie
particularly on 27 of January.

Mary, Joe, Stephen and Tricia remember Arthur with love on his birthday on 24
January.

Hilda Morris’ birthday on 31 January is a time when Rita, Eunice, Rachael and |

Danny and their families remember her.
If you would like to be included, e-mail me, please.

Di Moor dimoor2014@yahoo.co.uk

If you would like to make your donation of £15 for each memory online, the details
are NatWest 60-14-15, a/c 80567622, PCC of Bonsall

Catholic Church
Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa
of Lisieux

Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth
Mass times - Sundays - 8.45 a.m., Holy
Days 7 pm., every Tuesday Mass at
9.30 a.m. (No bookings needed.)
Parish Priest: Fr. Ka Fai
(01335 418902)

Our Lady and St. Joseph
Church
Joseph’s Street, Matlock

Mass times - Saturday reciting of rosary
at 3.30 p.m. Vigil Mass at 4.00 p.m. and
reciting of rosary at 5.30 p.m., Mass at
6.00 p.m., Sundays 8.30 a.m. and 10.30.
a.m. (Check with the newsletter — you
may need to book for weekend masses.)
Week day masses - No mass on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.30
a.m. reciting of rosary and mass at 10.00
a.m., and Friday 5.30 p.m. reciting of
rosary and mass at 6.00 p.m.

Confessions Saturday 10.30-11.30 a.m.
Parish Priest: Fr. Robbie O’Callaghan.
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OBITUARY

On the 17 of October, we said goodbye
to Sharon Stratton, wife to Peter, Mum
to Clare, Daniel and Steve, and Nanny
to Joe, Lewis and Sam.

Our Mum, Sharon, and Dad, Peter
moved with their little dog Archie to
the village in 2018 in the hope that they
would enjoy a peaceful retirement, in a
uniquely beautiful part of the country.
What they never imagined, was that
they had moved into a community that

. ; ..+ would quickly welcome them and em-
Ronald Loxley is remembered by Andrew, Sharon and Andrew especially on his = ('S syo ne of their OWI.

After years of demanding work as a
nurse in London, Mum was a little wor-
ried that she would find retirement hard
to adapt to. She was thrilled to find that
Bonsall had a darts team. Mum had
always enjoyed playing so she dusted off
her arrows. Later she decided to give
Art Club a try, and found her creative
side. She uici(liy found life in Bonsall to
be full of friendships, fun and laughter.

As a family, we would like to thank the
village of Bonsall for your cards, kind-
ness, and care. We would especially like
to thank Tony and Dawn Doxey. We
can’t begin to express how much you
helped us in so many ways. From the
moment of Mum’s accident in Poland,

ou have both been there. We don’t

now what we would have done without
you.

In memory of our Mum, we would like
to raise some money for a Charity that
supports survivors of Traumatic Brain
Injury. https://sharonstratton.much

. loved.mom
i Kind regards

Clare Townsend on behalf of my
brothers, Daniel and Stephen, and our
Dad, Peter Stratton (89 Yeoman Street)

Photo by Jackie Smith



Thank You

I would like to say thank you to the
kind gents who salted Church Street.
My carer, Ari, had driven over from
Chesterfield, but could not get her car
on to my drive because of the ice and
snow. The same ﬁents pushed her car
onto the drive. She is very grateful, as
am L.

Margaret Fellows

Message of Thanks

We would like to say many thanks to
Bonsall Open Gardens for their kind
donation to Mutterings this year. It

is donations like this that enable
Mutterings to be printed every month.

Mutterings Editorial Team

Happy Christmas and

a peaceful New Year

To all our friends and neighbours.
We are going to donate to the local
food bank this year rather than send
cards.

Trevor and Jane Williams

Halloween Horror Night

A big thankyou to Benji Brownlow and
Clare Duma for yet again creating one
of the most professional scare rooms
ever for Halloween! A darkened im-
mersive built tunnel, with real life
clowns, ghouls and ghostly goings on,
to terrify even the most stoic of adults!
Big thankyou to Robert and Louise
at the Queens Head for hosting such
horror, and thanks too to the T"Owd
Man Border Morris dancers. What an
atmosphere the Cross had that night.

Open Gardens and Collins helped
to sponsor the event, but Halloween
here is always run by volunteers who
put in tons of free work in order to
create such brilliant memories for the
children and community. It is so very
special. (See photos on page 15.)

Elizabeth Stoppard

VILLAGE

NOTICEBOARD

Bonsall School
Toddler Club

The club will start again after
Christmas on Monday 6 January 2025
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LETTERS VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Via Gellia tree felling
works 2025

Julia Milverton has sent the
following information that came
from Derbyshire Highways Hub:

Please find details of the proposed
rolling road closure between 6
January and 1 March 2025 for
A5012 Via Gellia Road, between
Newhaven and Cromford.

You can view the order on this link
https://one.network /?tm=141024832

For any queries please email
TTM.mailbox@derbyshire.gov.uk

There does not seem to be more
accurate dates. Maybe
these will follow.

Julia Milverton
Bonsall Parish Council

Village Lunch Club

In November a very brave crowd
joined in the village lunch despite
the weather!! Bonsall folk don’t let
a little snow keep them from a deli-
cious lunch. The menu was venison
stew with red cabbage and jacket
potatoes followed by sticky toffee
pudding. All very much enjoyed

- a big THANK YOU to Steve and
Eileen, our cooks for the month.

Our next meeting will be the Christmas
Meal on18 Dec. It will be very impor-
tant that we have accurate numbers

as the cooks have decided that we can
only cater for 40 covers (that included
ourselves!) So, if you did not add your
name to the list during the November
meal, please phone 01629 826309 as
soon as possible (and definitely before
11 December) to find out if there are
spaces left. We need to know if you
have any special food requirements
and a contact number. We do offer
take-outs for the housebound.

We are in need of adding to our rota of
volunteer cooks. If you feel you could
help in any way please contact us.

A very happy and enjoyable

December to all!
Best wishes ®
(1)
Jenny March

Poppy Appeal in Bonsall

The Poppy Appeal for 2024 raised
£805. Norma would like to thank
sll the Bonsall residents who gave

money towards the appeal.

Thank you
Norma Marshal

Bonsall Village Hall
Autumn Fair Lucky
Whisky Square Draw

Thank you to everyone that purchased
£1 squares on 9 November. Thank you
also to both village pubs who assisted
me with selling squares. The draw
made £186 towards Village Hall funds.

The winning number was 154 and
the 10 year Single Malt Aberlour
bottle went to Mike Lynch. The
runner up number was 14 and
the blended bottle of Teachers
Whisky went to Chris Broome.

Lei%hﬁlohnson
On behalf of Bonsall Village
Hall Committee

High quality local builders.
Architect approved.
Fully qualified.

30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .
Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724
Mob 07812 348283

Gromford Garage
MOT, Service and Repairs
o all makes of vehicles

MOT, Service and
Repairs to all makes
of vehicles

Now selling &
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043
or 07885 879652




Bonsall Village Hall
News

Autumn Fair : The Village Hall
committee held the Autumn Fair on
the 9 November, which is a fundraiser
for the Village Hall and we are thrilled
that £836.90 was made for the Hall.
Thank you to the people who came and
supported the event, the people and
businesses who donated raffle prizes.
The people and committee’s other
halves, who baked cakes, donated
their time, manned stalls and helped
in the kitchen. Good to see Judy Land,
Trustee, back behind the counter and
a big thank you to Leigh Johnson,
Trustee, for his whiskey draw, which
contributed £186 to the fundraising.

Open Gardens Donation: A huge
thank you to the Open Gardens for
their %enerous donation of £250 for
the Village Hall. As with all donations,
it is very much appreciated. It was a
wonderful weekend to have over £1000
going into the Village Hall coffers,
rather than going out. While we look
for grants to support projects, the

day to day running costs and annual
checks have to be covered by income
received either from users of the hall,
fundraising events or donations.

Grant from Better Derbyshire Dales
Fund: The Committee are thrilled to
have received a grant of £2,500 from
Better Derbyshire Dales fund to go
towards purchasing a new cooker and
tea urn for the kitchen. The current
cooker has its limitations and is around
20 years old. We acquired it free from
a generous villager and it has served

us well. The luncheon club have kindly
donated £100 towards the costs, but we
still need to find some extra money to
provide a robust and efficient cooker
and tea urn for years to come. Any
donations would be greatly received.

Village Hall hire rates: Reviewing
the yearly running costs, the committee
have agreed to increase the hire cost for
a village organisation to £15 a session,
a session being a morning, afternoon
or evening, for the use of one floor.

To hire both floors will be £20 per
session. We have made no changes

to the other hire rates. The new rates
will commence from 1 January 2025,
but we will honour any pre-paid
bookings made for the year 2025. It
was a decision not made lightly, but
with increased running costs, we have
a responsibility to ensure the money
coming in, is covering the everyday
expenditure. Looking at other
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local Village Halls, we remain
very competitive, and offer a
lot for the hire charge.

Live and Local event: Please look at
the information about the Live and Local
event we will be hosting on Friday 7
March 2025 and look out for another
fundraiser before then.

Hazel Baldwin on behalf of
the Village Hall Committee

Live & Local at
Bonsall Village Hall

“We need cheering up right now

and this singer-songwriter is just the
ticket.” - Sunday Times

“.....witty, wistful, wonderful” - Gyles
Brandreth.

This has been said about Terence
Blacker and his show ‘Old Enough

to Know Better’, a musical guide to
ageing with style. Terence will be
bringing his show to Bonsall Village
Hall on Friday 7 March 2025. So, ste
into the realm of timeless humour an
profound insight with songwriter and
author Terence Blacker as he navigates
the uncharted territories of ageing in
the 21st century. ‘Old Enough to Know
Better’ is not just a show; it’s a journey
that resonates deeply with the audience
of all ages, offering a funny perspective
on the art of growing old with style.

In a world where the topic of old age
constantly makes headlines, this show
stands out as a beacon of relevance and
positivity. Forget the stereotypes of
retirement homes and rocking chairs.
In 2024, growing old is anything but
dull. With wit and wisdom, Terence
Blacker reminds us that ageing is an
adventure filled with unexpected joys
and humorous twists. Praised for its
wide appeal, don’t miss your chance to
see this funny show at your very local
Bonsall Village Hall and join Terence
on a journey of fun, warmth, and
wisdom that will leave you smiling all
the way home.

There will be a bar on the night.
Tickets are available from ticketsource.
co.uk

Bonsall Village Hall Committee

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS
FREE HOME DELIVERIES
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY
MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,
Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs
Fruit & Veg
& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website
at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn
with meat for their wonderful
bar meal menu.

9
Chestnut Farm

HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Choose from any one of four unique
self-catering holiday cottages, all
situated within a rural farm setting.

The Dairy 1 bedroom cottage (sleeps 2)
The Barn 2 bedroom cottage (sleeps 4)
The Farrows 2 bedroom cottage (sleeps 4)
Barn End 3 bedroom cottage (sleeps 6)
o !
= e k=

Free WiFi Parking  Self Catering Book Online

Enquiries / Bookings: 01629 820946
www.chestnutfarmcottages.co.uk
B chestnutfarmholidaycottages

Abel Lane, Uppertown, Bonsall DE4 2AW

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

Service and MOT Preparation
All Makes of Vehicle

Tel: 824537/822708

denise.pountain@hotmail.co.uk




St James Church - New
Kitchen and Toilet

As many people will know, there

has been a concerted effort over the
last few years to raise a considerable
amount of money to fund the
installation of an accessible toilet and
kitchen facility in the church. St James
has had no running water for the past
800 years and certainly nothing by
way of a useable toilet in the church.

It’s with great joy and celebration that
we can announce that at the time of
writing, the project is nearly complete!

This has been achieved through a
dedicated band of volunteers keeping
‘JIMMY’s Cafe’ open three days per
week over the last few years. Here éfou
can buy home-made soup, cobs an
fantastic cakes at a very reasonable
cost. As a result of all the efforts so
far, we have raised over £65,000 for
the fund. A massive thank you to
everyone who has baked, cooked,
served and supported this over the
years - and long may this continue

to provide this valued service to

our village and those who visit. In
addition to money raised through

the cafe, other events have bolstered
the coffers. Namely, Rock Choir
Concert, Bell Ringers BBQs at the
carnival over the years, PIMS at Open
Gardens, Craft Sales and Christmas
stalls, and the sale of unwanted pews.

The remainder of the money has
then come from generous donations
and grants. We are forever in
ratitude from the following grant
unders: Derbyshire Dales District
Council, Derbyshire Diocesan
Board of Finance, Raymond Ross,
Ernest Bailey, Garfield Weston
Foundation, the National Churches
Trust, Bernard Sunley Foundation
and the Duke of Devonshire
Foundation. We also want to thank
the organisation who have generously
donated towards the project:

Wildgoose, Slinter Mining, Collins
Earthworks, Bennett Quarry
and the Longcliffe Quarry.

By way to celebrate and see the
finished product, please come and see
for yourself on Saturday 14 December
between 1pm and 4pm, when the
church will be being decorated for
Christmas and offering you Mulled
Wine and Mince Pies by way of a thank
you for all your support! (Please be
aware at the time of going to press we
are trusting that everything will be
installed by then for you to see, but if it
isn’t you'll still be able to partake of the
oodies and see the nearly completed
itchen even if it isn’t quite finished!!)

See you there!
Caroline and David Kirkham
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Bonsall Energy Group - Community Engagement

It was great to share the findings so far from our community energy feasibility
study at the village hall in October. We had such an engaged group of people
in the room and the questions, comments and discussions really helped us to
consider Bonsall’s community energy potential from new angles. Overall, the
event confirmed to us that people are supportive of the types of initiative we
are developing as long as we continue to make sure that the village benefit is
maximised and the impact on our local environment is minimised. However, we
know that those present at the event represented only a fraction of the people
who live in the village, so if anyone else would like to feed back any comments
or questions to BEG we would be pleased to receive them. You can view the
presentation slides from the community event and give us your views and
comments on the BEG website at www.bonsallenergy.group. The feasibility
study is due to be completed by February:2025. Anotﬁer community presentation
will ge arranged at the village hall in March. It is hoped that the projects that
appear to be the most favourable from the study will then be taken forward to the
next stage during 2025, subject of course to us securing additional communit
energy tunding. Projects that are currently looking favourable include roof solar
schemes on community buildings such as the village hall and possibly the school
and church along with wind tur%ine projects above Ball Eye Quarrg/ and possibly
at Moor Farm Quarry on Blakelow Lane. We are hopeful that the first (solar roof)
project(s) might be installed during 2025 with other projects to follow on over
the coming years.
Our next BEG meeting is on Tuesday 10 December in the village hall, 7.30pm. All
are welcome. Chris Broome, BEG Chairman
3o £ =P

)

B ‘ ‘ MWOr’ld Famous
y: REE HOUSE
18th century freehouse with it's own brewery - Chickenfoot.

Award winning kitchen and chef, preparing delicious food, with all our meat
supplied by award winning local master butcher - R. Maycocks of Holloway.

/ cermipcateor '\
EXCELLENCE

tripadvisor

Regular live music events | Film Nights | Beer & Music Festivals

Annual World Hen Racing Championship
Annual Strongman & Strongwoman Competition

SCAN ME
@bafleymowbonsall.co.uk n The-Barley-Mow-at-Bonsall bestpubintheworld

@ The Dale, Bonsall, Matlock DE4 2AY e 07919 883380



THE VILLAGE GREEN

Wilder Bonsall Update

The Wilder Bonsall %roup is passionate
about keeping our village beautiful
and well-maintained. While our

name might suggest a preference for
untamed wilderness, the truth is quite
the opposite. Our aims are to control
vegetation while fostering a thriving
ecosystem, balancing the desire for
beauty and nature with the need for
accessible and safe pathways within
the village. Many villagers fondly
remember a time when Bonsall’s
pathways and walls were free from
overgrown brambles and nettles. This
is the vision that drives Wilder Bonsall.
Our group believes that responsible
Veﬁetation management is crucial to
achieving this goal.

Much of our work looks and feels
exactly like gardening. We may choose
to leave seed heads for a longer period
than a traditional gardener in order

to allow natural re-seeding, but our
ultimate %oal aligns with that of many
of our villagers, which is a thriving and
visually appealing Bonsall. Wilder
Bonsall is not intended to replace the
Parish Council’s responsibility, instead
the group aims to work alongside the
council and the community to create

a village that honours its past while
embracing a future filled with natural
beauty. Our vision is to create a well-
kept and picturesque environment that
also supports biodiversity, reminiscent
of the time when the village was
vibrant with life and the village looked
and felt cared for.

The group has had a busy year, and
here are some of our achievements:

¢ Planted over 150 bulbs and
wildflower seeds at Nether Green,
Wragg Croft and the Well at the top of
High Street.

¢ Organised the big Village Clean Up
to prepare the village for Open Gardens
with over 20 villagers cutting back
brambles and nettles on the Clatterway
and The Dale.

e Participated in the Open Gardens
(many thanks for the kind donation)
with the Community Garden, Nether
Green, Wragg Croft and the High St
well.

¢ Regularly maintained the
Community Garden.

¢ Planted fox gloves, campion
and borage at Wragg Croft and the
Community Garden.

We are in the process of planning an
exciting programme of activities for
2025 - applying to the Community
Nature Fund, running village
awareness, raising events, including
building bug hotels in the Community
Garden and working with Bonsall
School to develop a wildflower garden.
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With more members of the group, we will be able to do even more to achieve our
aim of controlling vegetation while encouraging biodiversity and natural beauty.
So, keep your eyes on the diary page for dates of our work parties and events, and

come along and join in the fun!
Wilder Bonsall Group

'
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LAVENDER GARDEN
\; Gillian% akeman :

%/l
(

T: 0786 6636707 or 0748 322 0690"
E: info@lavendergardenflowers.co.uk

www.lavendergardéfj;ﬂowers."co.u_k

N

Via Gellia Mill, Via Gellia Rd, Bonsall, Matlock DE4 2A]

Family
Business
Awards

*k

: wards

Family
us1ness

2013 Highly Commended

etail Excellence

VISIT OUR FOUR LARGE SHOWROO

Customers Own Car Park or RING FOR

FREE HOME SELECTION SEVICE
We Specialise In
Supply & Install of all Domestic & Contract Carpets
Supply & Install of all Domestic & Contract Vinyls
Supply & Install of RealWood & Laminate Floorings

Supply & Install of Karndean Floorings D'IST.]'IC;EZHOH
Supply & Install of Sisal & Natural Floorings y——

Supply & Install Coretec and Quick-Step Flooring

CELEBRATING 1

We Offer

* Guaranteed Workmanship
(Following British Standard 5325 And TSI Approved Code of Practice) _

¢ Free Installation Service
+ Free Estimating & Measuring Th
» Free Disposal of Old Carpet & Floorings
* Free Moving & Replacement of Furniture
e Trmmmng of Doors

* Insurance Work Undertaken & Free Insurance Quotes

43/47 High Street, Clay Cross, Chesterfield S45 9DX
Tel: 01246 863148 = See our WEBSITE at www.nutt.co.uk

Opening times:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am to 5pm
Wednesday 9am to 12pm & Saturday 9am to 4pm

2011 Runner-Up
Best Small Family Business

53 YEARS OF OURF AMILY BU

MS

Which?

Trusted trader

Certificate

Oct 2019

SINESS

TRUSTED
TRADER




Parish Council Report for
meeting on 19 November 2024

WEBSITE: The old website is no
longer operational. All residents
are urged to visit the new website
(www.bonsall-pc.gov.uk).

PUBLIC SPEAKING: None

PARK: a) Lease: Clerk reported that
she is waiting to hear from the Diocese
to renew the park lease which cur-
rently expires in March. She reported
that DDDC su%lgested they would be
handing back the play area at that
time. Clerk to clarify with DDDC that
this should be renewed. Question of
wheelchair access from Yeoman Street
to be revisited after renewal of lease;

b) It was noted that there are 2 large
vehicles ermanentgf parked. Cler

to issue the standard notice informing
owner of the van that vehicles without
MOT cannot be parked there. Clerk
to compose letter to be sent to the
owner of the lorry informing them of
the Council policy that vehicles should
not be parked there permanently.
Councillors were also concerned that
there is a pile of bricks which has been
left there which may cause injury to
children playing and is also unsightly.

DRAINS AND ROAD
CONDITION UPPERTOWN:

It was agreed that Uppertown Lane
is in a shocking state. Encroachment
of the verges has made the road
increasingly narrow. It was agreed
that the response of DCC and DDDC
has been ver}rrldisappointing. Clerk
to report potholes and obstruction
via DCC website and also to contact
Green & Clean team at DDDC.

VIA GELLIA

Cllr Grover reported the dangerous
state of the pavement which has still
not been addressed. Mud and leaves,
also potholes and lorries mounting the
pavement, make it perilous for Ee es-
trians. Cllr Grover to provide photos
to Clerk. Clerk to report to DCC and
Green & Clean team at DDDC.

REPAIR OF CROSS

The survey has been done and report is
awaited. Cllr Grover confirmed receipt
of grant from Open Gardens to cover
the cost.

QUARRYING
No update. Cllr S Smith queried
whether the large platform being built at
Ball Eye was connected to the proposed
wind turbine, but this was confirmed not
to be the case.
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HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT:
Council voted 5:1 not to participate in
this scheme.

WEBSITE: ClIr S Smith produced a
relport on the state of the new website.
Clerk to work with Parish On-line to
make alterations. Clerk reported there
have been 25 users of the new website
in the last 30 days.

WAR MEMORIAL: Clir Barry re-
ported that the railings round the War
Memorial need re-painting and the light
needs cleaning. Cllr Barry to arrange
with P Spencer and G Hardy.

VILLAGE SIGNS: Cllr Barry reported
the village welcome sign is still on the
back burner. He reported that there has
been extensive damage to the wall on
Moor Lane owned by Hollies farm as it
appears 4x4 vehicles have driven along
it. Clerk to ask Highways Dept to erect
a further sign at the start of the lane
warning about width restrictions.

POPPIES: Cllr Barry reported he put
the poppies in place for remembrance
and would like to hear from villagers for
their opinion of the placing of poppies.

Full details of the meetings can be found
in the minutes on the new website www.
bonsall-pc.gov.uk, or on the village
noticeboards.

The next Parish Council Meeting will
take place on Tuesday 17 December at
7.30 pm in the Village Hall. If you have
any issues to be raised at the meeting,
please contact the clerk, Julia Milverton,
with details by 7 December.

Clerk and Finance Officer:
Julia Milverton,

69 Yeoman Street DE4 2AA.

T: 07306 311451;

Email bonsallclerk@gmail.com.

Parish Councillors

If you have any concerns or requests of
the Parish Council, they should ideally

be raised in Public Participation section
of the monthly meeting. If however there
is an urgent matter, while individual
councillors will try to assist, a direct
response is better achieved by contacting
the Clerk to the Parish Council directly:

Chair: Clir Mark Harris, Stepping
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285
sandraandmarkharris@btinternet.com

Councillors:

Clir Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell Lane,
T: 07866 750636
jon.barry@derby-college.ac.uk

Clir Richard Grover
Nethergreen House, Clatterway
T: 01629 259558
richard_grover99@hotmail.com

CllIr Jackie Smith, 49 Church Street,
T. 07771 764366 jagsm@aol.com

Clir Stephen Smith, 49 Church
Street. T. 07545 062413
ss@sjstechnical.com

Clir Bob Cartwright 32 High Street
T 01629 822702
bobcartwright@w3z.co.uk

lerk and Finan fficer:
Julia Milverton,
69 Yeoman Street.T: 07306 311451;
bonsallclerk@gmail.com

Matthew Buckler
District Councillor,
Bonsall & Winster Ward
Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07717 336186
Email: matthew.buckler@
derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Dermot Murphy
County Councillor,
Wirksworth Ward

Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07583 111239
Email: dermot.murphy@
derbyshire.gov.uk

THe

FOUNTRIN

OPﬁﬂlﬂg hours
8.50am - +Pm
Tucsda_L_] - 5uncla5

Visit Bonsall’s Award Winning
Fountain Tearooms

For: Brcalqcasts, Lunchcs, 5nac|<s,

Cakes and Scones, Ice Creams,

Hot and Cold Drinks etc.

Or stay in our Juxurious en suite Bed
and Breakfast rooms - ask for details!

www.thefountainbonsall.co.uk

The Fountain Tearacoms, 1 Yeoman Street
Bonsall DE4 244

cnquirics@tthOL:ntainbonsa“.co.ulc

P: 01629 824814+
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Across:

5 & 19. Song-fantasy of Roy Keane’s, initially? Yes! (9,2,3,4)
8. Handsome Moroccan boy-friend. (4)

9. Tricky ninth age means zilch to a Scot. (8)

10. Looking back, yesterday, New Zealand owed roubles gleaned, initially from
this disputed Russian capital. (6)

11. German children are nicer. (6)

13. Retreat from a hollow, sooty chimney. (6)

15. Stuck-up Cockney? (apostrophe needed) (6)

16. Libido or dogging? (3-5)

18. You are in Somerset House. (4)

19. See 5.

Down:

. Blame a French letter (last one) with the French up five. (8)

. 19. (2nd word). Attempt to get to grips with death. (6)

. Dash in the raw, at first around Porterhouse maybe? No, the reverse. (6)
. Boring part of Apocryphal Bible raised. (4)

. 19 (2nd word). Brazen stag covers, mounting. (9)

Something 19 (2nd word) found in hospital department accommodating 5,
with one working. (9)

12. Shoot up a hill quickly, at last. Futile! (8)

14. 19 (2nd word). Blokes accept help. (6)

15. OK Primate? (3-3)

17. This pudding should be plum perfect, but it’s no good at all! (4)

N bW

PRIZE. Deliver your answers to Pam at the Old Rectory by 5 January
and the first one pulled out of a hat will win two bottles of wine!

Answers to Crossword no.166

Across: 5. Genitalia. 8. Mind. 9. Watch out. 10. Anonym. 11. Reason. 13. Prayer.

15. Mature. 16. Uncle Sam. 18. Note. Asininity.
Down: 1. Tendency. 2. Wigwam. 3 & 8. Master Mind. 4. Wish. 6. Signorino.
7. Autocrats. 12. Attend to. 14. Resent. 15. Moment. 17. Lisp
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STEVE'S [V
:L ECTRICAL

DOMESTIC * COMMERCIAL*INDUSTRIAL
Fully qualified Electrician & Contractor with

over 20 years of experience in domestic,
commercial & industrial installations.

Extra lights & sockets

Full & partial rewires

Fuse board upgrades Outside sockets

Outside lighting projects Down light installations
Inspection, festing & certification * PAT testing

LED lighting New builds

Kitchen & bathroom installations ¢ Fault Finding

Local, friendly & reliable service. No job too big or
too small. Please phone or emadil for a free quote.

Tel No: 07746 436 878
Email: steveselectrical2@gmail.com

34 Morrell Wood Drive, Belper, Derbyshire DES6 0JD
4 Rose Cottages, Uppertown, Bonsall, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2AW

H. Strange & Son

Electrical Engineers est. 1959
The Fountain, The Dale, Bonsall

Domestic lighting and power systems
Night Storage Heating

Fire Alarm Systems

Emergency Lighting Systems
Telephone Extensions

Inspection Testing & Certification
Portable Appliance Testing
Emergency Callouts

Fault Finding & Rectification
Electric Underfloor Heating Systems
Minor Works & Repairs

e Boiler & Central Heating Controls
DCC Trusted Trader

Free competitive quotations on all our
services

Tel: 01629 823241
Email: hstrangeandson@hotmail.co.uk
Web: www .hstrangeandson.co.uk

Townhead
Farmhouse 4

Comfortable ensuite rooms,
wonderful breakfast from the
AGA & a log fire for those chilly
evenings.

Self catering also available.
Special offers available for
longer stays.

Telephone: 01629 823762

townheadfarmhouse@gmail.com
www.townheadfarmhouse.co.uk




We welcome news, views and letters on
any topic provided they are attributed
to an author. We review all items for
obvious libellous or offensive material,
but we cannot check for factual content.

Please do not send letters which are
“not for publication”. If you have strong
feelings about what is or is not said in
Mutterings, please either write to us or
join the group of volunteers who enable
the production of this village newsletter.

Back issues of T'Owd Man'’s Mutterings
can be found on the Bonsall Village web-
site — https://bonsall-pc.gov.uk. Please
note that your articles will appear on the
website and can be picked up by search
engines.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Picture Framing

Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete
bespoke service, you name it, we frame
it. Over 100 different mouldings in
stock, very competitively priced. Mon
to Sat open 10 am to 5 pm; closed on
Wednesdays. Tel 824994.

Window Cleaning

Pure water reach and wash pole ser-
vice for residential or commercial
properties. Ladder cleaning, gutter
clearing, fascias, conservatory roofs,
house cleaning and car washing.
Tel: Andrew on 07598 170311 or 07746
320175, or e-mail andrewhallcleaning@
gmail.com.

Childminder

I am an OFSTED registered childminder
based in Slaley, and will have a vacancy
on Thursdays from the beginning
of November. Funded sessions are
available.

Please feel free to call for a chat or to
arrange a visit.

Tel: Emma on 07464 966035.
GCSE Revision lessons

As a recently retired maths teacher living
in Bonsall, I am happy to provide free
GCSE revision lessons to local students.
References are available from the Maths
Dept at Anthony Gell School if required

Call Lyn on 07976 898133
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Hazel Baldwin 07414 845925
Brett Biedscheid 07977 200354
Maggie Duggins 825228
Karen Firth 259483
Julie Hamilton 824819
Ruth Headon 07769 725022
Dave Hicklin 07421 700888
Pam Mclnall 826306
Ricky & Jeanette Moss 826557
Graham Partridge 07710 077949
3 & 1 OwdMan’s

Mutterings

Advertise your business
in Mutterings

The newsletter is delivered to
every household in Bonsall Parish
11 times per year and read by
over 1000 people. In addition,
the full-colour website version is
searchable for company names and
types of business. For a very rea-
sonable £72 p.a., you can expand
your business, as Steven Baker has
found: “Since I started my advert
in Mutterings I've had several jobs
where customers have used it to
find my number.”

Please contact Julie Hamilton on
824819 for more information.

Cal Robinson

Building Works
Building
Roofing
Windows
Doors
Fascia-Guttering
Kitchen Fitting
Skirting-Architrave
Internal Doors etc.

Tel: 01629 258107
07867 510551

Email: cal_robbo1@hotmail.co.uk

Andy & Sam welcome you to the
Kings Head
We are open Mon - Sat 4-11pm &
Sun 12-11pm

serving food Mon - Sat 4-8pm &
Sun 12- 3pm (Sunday lunches) &
5-8 pm the normal menu
Call 01629 259729 to book

Please send us your news, views, stories and
diary events by Noon on Thursday 22

January to: Editorial Group, 91 Yeoman Street,
or by e-mail to mutterings@hotmail.com

Boxed and classified édverts are regarded as
commercial advertising and attract a fee.

Please call Ruth Headon on 07769725022 for information about rates
and lineage. Copy for commercial advertising should be with us by
the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed.

Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to
mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 91 Yeoman Street.



Allotment Group Penny Collier 825591

Art Club Fiona Drake 826294
Alan David 822983

Bonsall Barn Project

Liz Stoppard / Mike Susko 823712

Bonsall Camp
Matthew Quinn

Church Bell Ringers
Melissa Wellbourne 826303

Church Flood Lighting Di Moor 824376

07988 071682

History Group Peter Greaves = 822374
Carnival Committee
Rob Stevenson 07854 447354

Chernobyl Childrens’ Lifeline Group
Chris Broome 824512

Cromford Playgroup

Karen or Jayne 07905 937371

Horticultural Society Vacant
Kick-boxing

Hayley Capewell 07773 149935
Open Gardens Ollie Gerrish 824498
Pigeon Club Gordon Hardy 823549
PTFA Claire Duma 07880 851083
Riders Club  Jane Williams 825632
School Head Rebecca Smart 822573
School Toddler Club Di Moor 824376
School Foundation

Norma Rickards (Clerk) 822257
Senior Citizens Committee Vacant
St James Rev Rod Prince 824707
Village Hall Committee

Jackie Smith 823544

Village Life Church
Pastor Matthew Quinn 07988 071682

Village Lunch Club Ron Addis 826309
Wesleyan Reform Chapel (The Dale)

Judy Land 824223
Wilder Bonsall Group
Deb Smith 825228

Bonsall Publications

Bonsall - a village & its history

£15 paperback, £25 hardback

Bonsall within living memory £10

80 Years of Bonsall Carnival Book £10
History Walking Guides Set of five £5
History booklets see online shop

The Bonsall Map see online shop
Available from Fountain Tearooms

More details on publications at the online
shop www.bonsallhistory.org.uk

Village Hall

Cost per session (a session is a
morning, afternoon or evening):
- Village organisations:

£15 - one floor; £20 - both floors
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- Non-village organisations:

£25 - one floor; £35 - both floors
- Village people private hire:

£30 - one floor; £40 - both floors
- Non-village people private hire:

£45 - one floor; £55 - both floors
For information on sale of alcohol/
private bar, use of the Village Hall audio
equipment, screening a film, or any other
matters, please contact Jackie Smith,
07771 764366. Jagsm@aol.com

Thank you to everyone who continues to
book the village hall, and provide such

a variety of events within Bonsall. Our
updated and more accessible village hall
now has lift access.

Assisted Travel

Derbyshire Connect transport for shopping,
weekdays 9am - 4pm, booked in advance.
Tel: 01335 300670 between two and

seven days before travel or email: info@
ashbournect.org.uk.

Derbyshire Connect Active Travel to
healthcare appointments, weekdays 9am
- 5pm, booked in advance. Charges vary.
Tel: 03333 444125 at least 48 hours in
advance or email: office@sdcvs.org.uk

Bus services

216 Bus service - Matlock to Bonsall via
Starkholmes Monday to Saturday. No
service on Sunday or Bank Holiday.

Bonsall Uppertown 11.01, 13.01, 16.01,
18.01

The Fountain 11.06, 13.06, 16.06, 18.06
Matlock (by M&S) 10.36, 12.36, 15.36,
17.36.

(see www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables)

Taxis 822072, 813774, 826060,
07967 273237, 07815 773706

Train services 0845 7484950

Travel line 0870 6082608
Volunteer Drivers

Loreen 822067
Richard Shipley 259809

Bonsall Village

Defibrillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor 823704, 07860 214503
Brett Taylor 824407, 07950 036657
Anne Young 07876 506595

Phil Addis 826309, 07951 189727

John Ratcliffe 07896 924824

Maxine Ellis 07742 749854

Julia Milverton 07584 895644

Jackie Smith 07771 764366

Melissa Wellbourn Hesp 07557 902500

Jill & David Rickards 824038, 07586
721963

Jason Pugh 07756 668205
Jennie Pugh 07841 758488

Alan Walker 07711 733509
Elaine Pickersgill 07832 383074
Adrian Rollinson 07768 346302

Health

NHS Direct 0300.311.22 33
Chemists: Wirksworth Market Place..
822607; 12 Bank Road, Matlock, 57924
Dentists Matlock: 584746, 55645,
582218, 56558. Steeple Grange: 822172
Doctors: Wirksworth Hannage Brook .

822434; Matlock Imperial Road 583465
Hospitals: Chesterfield, Calow 01246
277271, Derby City 01332 340131; Derby.
Royal 01332 347141; Matlock Whitworth
580211..

Non-urgent advice 111

Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk

All enquiries 533190. Out of Hours
numbers: 532600 or ‘Call Derbyshire’
533190 or 0845 6058058

Derbys Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk

All enquiries 761100
Environmental health 761212
Tourist information
Matlock 583388
Matlock Bath 583834
Trading Standards 585858

Electricity emergencies .......0800.0568090
Fire station, Matlock 582849
Gas leaks 0800 111999

Waste Recycling Centre Harrison
Way, Darley Dale 9.30 am —5.00 pm
Mon to Fri; 10.00 am - 5.00 pm Sat/Sun.

Mobile Library 01629 533444
Monthly 2™ Fridays at the Fountain,
10.50 -11.20 am

Police/Safer Neighbourhoods 101
PCSO’s: Charles.Foster (Charles.Foster@
derbyshire.police.uk) covering Bonsall,
Cromford and Matlock Bath and Kirsty.
Hunt (Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk)
covering Wirksworth and Middleton.
matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.pnn.
police.uk.

Crimestoppers 0800 555111
Victim_support 825544
Community safety 761101
Swimming

Matlock (Arc.Leisure) 581322
Wirksworth 825704
Vets Matlock 582844, 581234
Wirksworth 823034
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Diary for December 2024

Date Event Venue
Fri 6 | Blue and green bins and food waste caddy
Fri 13 | Grey bins and food waste caddy
Tues 10 | 7.30 pm Bonsall Energy Group meeting Village Hall
Sat 14 | 1pm - 4pm Viewing of new kitched with mulled wine and mince pies St James Church
Sun 15 | Christmas family service followed by Christmas dinner Village Life Church
Tues 17 | 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall
Wed 18 | 12.30 pm Village Lunch Club Christmas Meal Village Hall
Thurs | 19 |7.00 pm Carol Service St James Church
Fri 20 | Blue and green bins and food waste caddy
Sun 22 | 2.30 pm Carol Service Bonsall Dale Chapel
Sun 22 | Christmas Carol Service with refreshments Village Life Church

Sat 28 | Grey bins and food waste caddy

Diary for January 2025

Date Event Venue
Sat 4 | Blue bins and food waste caddy (no green bin collection
Mon 6 | Beginning of rolling road closures on A5012, Via Gellia
Fri 10 | Grey bins and food waste caddy
Sun 12 [ 9.30 am Eucharist St James Church
Fri 17 | Blue and green bins and food waste caddy
Thurs | 22 [ 12noon Deadline for items for February 2025 Mutterings
Fri 24 | Grey bins and food waste caddy
Sun 26 [9.30 am Eucharist St James Church

Fri 31 [ Blue and green bins and food waste caddy

Note: Bin collection dates taken from Dales Matters Autumn 2024 edition

Future dates:

Tues, 4 February - 7.30 pm All invited to Community Meeting at St James Church

Fri, 7 March - Live and Local Event - Terence Blacker at Village Hall
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Photos by Maggie Duggins
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Photos by Elizabeth Stoppard
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Remembrance Sunday 2024

LEST WE FORGET
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Photos by Jackic Smith
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