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In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering

March 2024

FRAMEWORK KNITTING REVIVAL
Photo by Adam Hill

See Inside
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CHURCH NEWS

St James
March
Sunday 10 	 Mothering Sunday, 
Eucharist at 9.30am
Sunday 24 	 Palm Sunday, Eucharist 
at 9.30am
Sunday 31	 Easter Day,     Eucharist 
at 9.30am

Bonsall Church Cafe
Refreshments are available in Church from 
12 noon to 3pm on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday, including Easter Monday.  We 
offer ham, cheese and sausage cobs; home-
made soups and cakes, all at reasonable 
prices.
The Wirksworth Team Ministry

Village Life Church
Sunday 10.30am Worship service 
(doors open from 10am for drinks)
Tuesday 2-4pm Craft Club 
(Bring your own or learn something new)
Wednesday 7pm Small group (check 
venue)
Thursday 9.30am Prayer
(Contact us for more details & venue)
Coffee Morning 
Thursday 14 March 10am till 12pm
(Drop in, all welcome)
Easter Sunday
Special service held at Bonsall camp
10.30am followed by a meal
(All welcome, if you could let us know 
numbers for the meal on number below 
or email, thank you)
Email: villagelifechurchbonsall@gmail.
com
Call/text: 07988 071682
Pastor Matthew Quinn

Wesleyan Reform 
Chapel 
Sunday Services during March are as 
follows:-
2.30 pm on 3 Mar; 10 Mar; 17 Mar;
6.15 pm on 24 Mar Palm Sunday; 31 
March Easter Sunday
All are welcome to join with us.
Judy Land 
Tel: 824223

CHURCH  DIARY
Vulnerability
I think we can agree that James Bond, 
would be nothing without his gadgets, 
and the most unsung hero in the Bond 
franchise is Q, who patiently teaches the 
overly confident protagonist, the tricks 
of the trade. The longest running actor, 
who seemed to outlast many transitions 
of actors playing Bond, was Desmond 
Llewelyn, who played Q in 17 of the 25 
films. In the last scene he ever appeared 
as the character in, ‘The World is Not 
Enough’ he shared the 2 things he had 
always tried to impart to James over the 
years. The first was to ‘Never let them see 
you bleed’ and the second was to ‘always 
have an escape plan.’
These sentiments are probably 
excellent advice for an international 
spy overthrowing various villainous 
organisations across the globe, but 
probably not so appropriate to the 
average person.
That said, the idea ‘never let them see 
you bleed’ seems to rear its head at times. 
We must not show our vulnerability, we 
must not show our pain or hurt. We 
must bury them deep so people will 
not think us flawed or weak. And it is 
of course true that we must be careful 
who we open ourselves up to, but for 
many we never present who we are to 
others, and experience relationships at 
a distance. 
But vulnerability is a strength not a 
weakness. No deity in all of the world’s 
religions would be seen bleeding. It 
would somehow show a flaw in their 
power, it would make them a lesser 
god. But the Christian faith shows God, 
taking the form of a man Jesus, willing to 
bleed on a cross, so that all of mankind 
has the means to experience friendship 
with God. He wanted the world to see 
him bleed, so that the world knew there 
was an ‘escape plan’. 
An escape from our flaws and 
weaknesses, an escape from fear, an 
escape from the hurts of our past, an 
escape from death.  “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave us His one and 
only Son, so that whoever puts their 
faith in Him, shall not perish, but have a 
full, complete, and everlasting life”. 
I encourage you this Easter, to take a 
few moments of pause and reflection. 
How does the death of Jesus impact 
you?  
Why not come along to one of the 
churches in Bonsall and celebrate the 
joy of Jesus’ death and resurrection this 
coming Easter Weekend.
Matthew Quinn
Village Life Church

Catholic Church 
Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa 
of Lisieux

Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth
Mass times - Sundays - 8.45 a.m., Holy 

Days 7 pm., every Tuesday Mass at 
9.30 a.m. (No bookings needed.)

Parish Priest: Fr. Ka Fai
(01335 418902)

Our Lady and St. Joseph 
Church

Joseph’s Street, Matlock

Mass times - Saturday reciting of rosary 
at 3.30 p.m. Vigil Mass at 4.00 p.m. and 
reciting of rosary at 5.30 p.m., Mass at 

6.00 p.m., Sundays 8.30 a.m. and 10.30. 
a.m. (Check with the newsletter – you 

may need to book for weekend masses.) 
Week day masses - No mass on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.30 
a.m. reciting of rosary and mass at 10.00 

a.m., and Friday 5.30 p.m. reciting of 
rosary and mass at 6.00 p.m.

Confessions Saturday 10.30-11.30 a.m.
Parish Priest: Fr. Robbie O’Callaghan.

Floodlighting for March
The floodlighting this month brings spe-
cial memories for several villagers. Di, 
Kath, Andrew, Mick and Sally have lovely 
memories of Dorothy particularly on 1 
March. For Dorinda, Simon and Stephanie 
there are loving thoughts of Harold as well 
as Annie and Lev Weston. Pat, Sue and 
John remember Joe with much love on 17 
March. Janet, Jason and Lisa remember 
Ron, especially on 28 March.
*Apologies for an omission in the January 
memories ‘We all remember our mum 
and dad, Nora and Herman Martin, with 
happy memories” Janet, Christine, June, 
Michael and families.
Di Moor, 824376 
dimoor2014@yahoo.co.uk

If you would like to make your donation 
on-line the details are
National Westminster Bank,  sort code 
60.14.15
Acc. no 80567622. Name of Acc.  PCC of 
Bonsall.
The suggested donation is £15, thank you.

FLOODLIGHTING

www.bonsallvillage.org


3 | www.bonsallvillage.org

Events will be held regularly, around 
once a month, at venues across the 
National Park.
Phil says: “It’s very important that we 
involve local people in our plans – and 
that means getting out into communi-
ties and really listening to what people 
have to say. I want the Authority to be 
accessible to local people and for our 
role to be better understood. Every 
decision we take is welcomed by some 
and unpopular with others. We cannot 
avoid such tensions but we can aim to 
be more understanding and enabling 
where this is possible and explain the 
context more clearly when we have to 
make a decision that someone disagrees 
with.We know people feel proud to live 
in the National Park and I want them to 
also feel proud of the organisation that 
is helping to conserve and enhance the 
place they love.”
The first four roadshows will be:
· Castleton Visitor Centre (Blueberry 
Café) – 14 February (2.30pm-4.30pm)
·  YHA Hart ington  –  22  March 
(3pm-5pm)
· Hathersage Swimming Pool Café – date 
and time to be confirmed
· The Chakra Lounge, Bakewell – date 
and time to be confirmed
There is no need to book a place or to 
contact the National Park Authority 
beforehand, just simply drop in during 
the session times shown.
Phil will aim to speak to everyone who 
attends the events, where time and 
venue capacity allows. If he is unable to 
speak to everyone, there will be an op-
portunity to follow up at an alternative 
venue or by email.
Due to the very high volume of plan-
ning applications received each year 
and to allow a wide range of topics to 
be covered at each event, Phil will not 
be able to discuss specific residential or 
business applications. However, people 
are welcome to discuss broader planning 
and development issues, strategy and 
policy planning.
Further dates and venues will be an-
nounced in due course at https://www.
peakdistrict.gov.uk/ceo
For more information please contact 
Communications Manager Tom 
Marshall – tom.marshall@peakdistrict.
gov.uk / 01629 816293

William Prince of Bonsall 
Tracing your ancestors is a very popular 
hobby these days, It is often time-
consuming but fun, exasperating but 
exciting. My brother Richard has been 
tracing our Cromford and Bonsall 
ancestors for years now and recently 
discovered William Prince of Bonsall. 
He is the elder brother of our 4 times 
Grandfather Thomas Prince.

LETTERS
Letter to Bonsall Parish 
Council re land adjacent 
to 48 High Street (See 
Parish Council Report)
I attended several Parish Council meet-
ings in support of the previous proposal 
to deliver a small scheme of affordable 
homes in Bonsall. Bonsall remains 
one of the few villages which we have 
struggled to deliver affordable homes in 
recent years.
The land adjacent to 48 High Street was 
considered along with one or two other 
small sites in council ownership in the 
south of the district. The problem with 
single house developments is financial 
viability. When councils and housing 
associations (and private developers as 
well) develop affordable housing, they 
need a certain level of scale to make a 
scheme viable. When all the fixed costs 
associated with a construction project 
are applied to one property, the financial 
viability of the development just doesn’t 
stack up. There are no economies of 
scale to spread the costs across.
For this site and the other small sites 
considered by the Governance and 
Resources Committee, the issues are 
the same. We simply can’t pump in suf-
ficient public money to make one unit 
viable. The same is also true if we tried 
to combine 3 single small unit schemes, 
we would still need 3 planning applica-
tions, 3 sets of professional fees, 3 legal 
fees etc. Finding a builder to take on the 
construction of smaller homes is also 
difficult, with many smaller builder firms 
previously going out of business and 
for the larger companies, there won’t be 
enough profit to make it worthwhile.
It’s disappointing I know, but we spent a 
lot of time trying to make these schemes 
work but they just aren’t deliverable as 
affordable housing sites.
We would be happy to look at any other 
opportunities that come up in the village 
and my colleague Jeremy Mason would 
be happy to assist.
Kind regards,
Rob Cogings BSc(Hons), MA, MBA
Director of Housing
Derbyshire Dales DC

Listening to locals - Peak 
District National Park’s 
chief executive launches 
new roadshows
A new series of Peak District roadshows 
will give local people the chance to share 
their views with National Park Authority 
chief executive Phil Mulligan.
The Meet the Chief Executive road-
shows are an opportunity to speak to 
Phil in an informal setting and to share 
views, ideas, opinions and other feed-
back about the work of the National 
Park Authority or the National Park 
Management Plan.

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

All Makes of Vehicle
Service and MOT Preparation

denise.pountain@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 824537/822708
We Now Repair and Sell Tyres

High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724

Mob 07812 348283

2D, Via Gellia Mill, Bonsall, DE4 2AJ
www.highstonegallery.co.uk - 07918 687624

Large choice of beautifully printed and 
presented photographs of Derbyshire & 
the Peak District. Mounted or framed. 
Also available, bone china mugs and 
greeting cards.

See website for opening dates, or call to 
arrange a visit.

High Stone
G A L L E R Y
Fine art photography

www.bonsallvillage.org
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William started work as a butcher 
in Bonsall but then joined the 29th 
Regiment of foot in 1765 as a private. 
(He was still a private when he retired!) 
With the army he served in the USA and 
in Canada. After 23 years of service, he 
was discharged from the army as ‘worn 
out with service’ and became a Chelsea 
Old Pensioner. He was 47 when he 
retired!! He died in Cromford aged 82.
Told to Karen Firth by Richard 
Kirk
(2 photos of enlistment and discharge 
papers submitted by Karen Firth

Bonsall School - World Day of 
Prayer
Year 5 and 6 pupils will be leading an 
assembly in celebration of World Day 
of Prayer at 2.20pm on Friday 1 March. 
Members of the village community are 
warmly welcome to attend. 
Rebecca Smart
Bonsall School

Auction- King’s Head 
22 March at 7.30pm
All at Bonsall School would like to 
thank everyone who has donated to 
the Mock Auction which will be held at 
the King’s Head on Friday 22 March, 
commencing at 7:30pm. There has been 
a superb response. 
There is a list of ‘lots’ in all copies of 
March Mutterings and one off bids can 
be made in advance, either by letting 
Gill Wood or Jennie Pugh know in 
the school office or by emailing Ann 
Hambly, as confirmed within the sheet. 
As has been said, all money raised will 
be given to learning resources. 
Looking forward to seeing many of you 
in the King’s Head on the evening of 
Friday 22 March. 
Bonsall School PTFA
Jennie Pugh- School Business 
Officer tel: 01629 822573
 

Village Lunch 
Club
On Wednesday 21 
February the Village 
Lunch people 
enjoyed a meal of 
Toad in the hole 
with vegetables 
followed by Treacle 
sponge with custard 
and then a cup of tea 
(or coffee!!).  Brains 
were stretched with 
Linda’s quiz and 
good conversation 
was enjoyed by all.  
If you would like to 
join in next month, 
please ring 01629 
826309 by 13 March 
to book your place 
for the meal on 20 
March - unless you 
signed up at Feb’s 
meal.  Please tell us 
of any special food 
needs you have and 
book a takeout if you 
would be unable to 
join us in the Village 
Hall.
Jenny March/ Jon 
Ogilvy on behalf of 
Village Lunch Club

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,  

Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs 
Fruit & Veg 

& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website 

at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful  
bar meal menu. 

Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and 

Repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Now selling & 
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043 
or 07885 879652

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
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Bonsall Open Gardens and 
Barn Project
As the first snowdrops are opening, 
we are reminded of springtime and 
what summer will bring. As an Open 
Gardens organiser, I am aware that the 
1st and 2nd of June comes around far too 
quickly, taking us all by surprise in fact 
each year!!
This year is going to be even more 
eventful on the Bonsall gardening scene.
I am currently working with Broomfield 
College students and the Derbyshire 
Historic Buildings Trust, and together we 
are creating a Chelsea Flower Show type 
garden featuring Bonsall Moor!!
It will be complete with a field barn, dew 
pond, lead mine shaft, limestone way, 
with dry stone wall and squeeze stile as 
a backdrop. 
The wildflowers such as giant oxeye dai-
sies, harebells, herb robert, cowparsley, 
trefoil, centaury, lilac, wild marjoram, 
sweet cicely etc and of course our spe-
ciality, the lead loving orchids, will be 
planted around this beautiful vision of 
our historic moor. I will keep an update 
on progression. 
The venue is at the National Exhibition 
Centre for the BBC’s Gardener’s World 
13-16 June, and will feature in the tv 
program coverage. Hopefully this show 
garden will raise awareness nationwide 
and hopefully funds for the Bonsall Field 
Barn Project.
So, I have a plea, for all of those who are 
thinking about opening their gardens 
this year. I will have to have to know 
name and numbers by mid April time, 
so we can design the programmes and 
tickets for printing by 20 May. I will have 
no time after that.
Also, I am in the middle of designing 
and creating an exhibition at Chatsworth 
with the Derbyshire Historic Buildings 
Trust, that runs from 10-23 June at the 
Carriage House. It celebrates 50 years of 
historic building restorations of this great 
charity’s work, the town of Wirksworth 
being a major project in the 80’s.
Of course, there will be Bonsall Field 
Barns included!! One of the reasons I 
became a DHBT trustee was to help save 

more field barns (we have three in line for 
restoration this year).
But back to the Magical Gardens of 
Bonsall. The buzz and joy of our stunning 
and unique Bonsall Open Gardens event 
is enjoyable for all of those involved. 
Bonsall is at its finest in late spring and 
early summer as all the wild blossoms 
flower in the meadows and our gardens 
burst abruptly with colour.
The beauty of Bonsall, at this time, has 
raised vast amounts of money over the 
years for our village. We have to thank 
the farmers and landowners too who keep 
the landscape and backdrop to the event, 
so beautiful and tended always. We really 

On the

A FILM BY
ANDREW GRIEVE

BASED ON THE NOVEL BY
BRUCE CHATWINHill

Black

bonsall village hall
presents

friday 1st march
7 pm for 7:30 pm showing

Donations on the door for
Bonsall Village Hall funds welcomed

a story that covers eighty years in the lives of a pair of 
Welsh identical twins with an unusual bond, as they go 

through war, love affairs, and land disputes.

bar and snacks

Diners enjoying the Village Lunch Club

Photo by Jon Ogilvie

do live in an other-worldly fairy tale 
world here in Bonsall I often think, whilst 
walking the footpaths and lanes. Visitors 
comment on this too.
So, all garden entries are considered, even 
the tiny ones. Our smallest so far was 
4ft x 2ft!! (it made a full colour page in 
Derbyshire Life magazine too!)
If anyone has any good ideas too, we are 
keen to listen.
our email address is office@bonsallopen-
gardens.co.uk
or 83 Yeoman Street by paper note 
through the letterbox.
Liz Stoppard

www.bonsallvillage.org
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Silas Bunting at Yew Tree Farm
Bonsall Dale 1835 – 1866
Silas Bunting moved to Yew Tree Farm 
around 1835 and took over the adjacent 
1737 framework knitters’ workshop. 
He brought with him his wife, Maria 
Woodward, and his 3 children, Sarah, 
Josiah and Mary Ann. He was aged about 
30. Sadly, that was the year that Maria 
died, aged only 29. The children were 6, 3 
and 2. Six years later in 1841, he also lost 
his son Josiah, aged 9.
The 1851 Bonsall census shows Silas aged 
46. He was a Master Framework Knitter 
making cotton drawers. He employed 5 
men and 2 women. He had married again, 
to Elizabeth Foulk from Matlock. He now 
shared Yew Tree Farm, with his new wife 
Elizabeth; his daughter Mary Ann aged 17 
and a framework knitter; his father-in-law, 
a widower of 84 and a retired gardener. 
There were also three lodgers; Mary 
Holmes aged 18, a framework knitter; 
Elizabeth Holmes aged 10, a seamstress 
and finally Hannah Butler described as ‘a 
gentlewoman’s assistant’.
There was land attached to the farm and it 
is likely that the men he employed worked 
on the land and lived elsewhere.
It was common for men in the 1800s to 
hold down 2 jobs if the money from one 
was insufficient to feed a large family. Silas 
is listed in the 1849 Post Office Directory 
as both a framework knitter and a farmer.
While his younger daughter, Mary Ann, 
stayed in Bonsall, his elder daughter, 
Sarah, was missing from the Bonsall 
census record. However, the 1851 census 
for Clapham, Surrey shows a Sarah 
Bunting born in Bonsall, Derbyshire, 
working as a domestic servant. She listed 
her father as Silas Bunting, a farmer.
By the 1861 census, the household was 
much smaller, with just Silas aged 56, 
Elizabeth aged 63 and Mary Ann aged 
23. Silas was still knitting cotton drawers 
while Mary Ann was a seamstress.
Although there was already a drift to 
factory work in the 1800s, many Bonsall 
families maintained framework knitting 
as a cottage industry within the family 
with different members sharing the 
different tasks involved. Children could 
wind yarn on to bobbins, trained adults 
could operate the knitting frames and 
women could do the seaming to assemble 
the garments.
Silas died in 1866 aged 61 and is buried 
at St James’ Church. The 1737 workshop 
then passed into other hands... (...to be 
continued).

There are still many unanswered questions 
about Silas and his family. Who trained 
him as a framework knitter? Where did he 
live before Yew Tree Farm? If you can help 
add to the story of Bonsall’s framework 
knitters, I’d love to hear from you.
Jeanette Moss, 
jeanetteemoss@aol.com

www.bonsallvillage.org
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Project to Revive Framework 
Knitting in Bonsall
The framework knitters’ workshop on 
The Dale, dating back to 1737, stands as 
a reminder of our village’s industrious 
heritage. Adam and Samantha Hill, 
owners of Yew Tree Farm, are developing 
a restoration project, targeting support 
from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund, with support already in place 
from partners such as The Derbyshire 
Historic Buildings Trust, The Framework 
Knitters’ Museum, The Heritage Crafts 
Association, The University of Derby’s 
engineering and fashion departments, 
the last-known commercial framework 
knitter in the UK, Martin Green, local 
experts such as Jeanette Moss, and the 
Bonsall Parish Council. This initiative 
aims not only to restore the workshop but 
also to reintroduce the heritage craft of 
framework knitting that has been absent 
from our village for over a century. 
The workshop’s history is deeply woven 
into the fabric of Bonsall. With its 
familiar “ISF 1737” datestone (John 
and Sarah Flixon, the property’s second 
owners), it remained active until the 
early 1900s, serving as a pivotal site for 
local framework knitters. The planned 
restoration seeks to address urgent 
structural needs while preserving the 
building’s historical essence, including its 
original characteristic framework knitting 
windows. Remarkably, the workshop has 
remained largely untouched since its 
days of activity, with a few spare parts for 
knitting frames still hanging on the walls, 
further emphasizing its time-capsule 
nature. 
A central feature of this project is 
the return of a working 18th-century 
knitting frame, symbolizing the rebirth 
of framework knitting in Bonsall. This 
effort is complemented by a series of 
planned activities aimed at engaging the 
community and ensuring the workshop’s 
vibrant future. However, to respect the 
tranquillity of village life and manage 
visitor impact, on-site activities will be 
carefully scheduled, mostly during the 
tourist season, with only a few events each 
month: 
Heritage craft skills training: During 
the restoration, tradespeople will have 
the chance to learn traditional building 
techniques, helping to preserve other 
historical structures in the region. This 
will be managed by the Derbyshire 
Historic Buildings Trust. 
Immersive experiences: The University 
of Derby is aiding in the creation of a 
3D audio-visual experience, bringing to 
life the history of framework knitting for 

online audiences. 
Historical research and education: With 
the help of The Framework Knitters’ 
Museum, Martin Green, and Jeanette 
Moss, the project will explore the social 
and industrial history of framework 
knitting in our village, enriching 
community knowledge through 
regular open days, history talks, and 
demonstrations, tailored to peak tourist 
times. 
Supporting maintenance: Opportunities 
for short stays in the workshop will be 
offered, strictly limited in number to 
ensure they contribute to the building’s 
ongoing maintenance costs without 
overburdening the site. 
This approach ensures that the 
workshop’s restoration is not just a token 
nod to the history of the building, but a 
positive development for Bonsall, offering 
educational and cultural benefits. The 
inclusion of an online platform expands 
the project’s reach, allowing a global 
audience to connect with our village’s 
heritage. 
We invite anyone interested in this project 
to reach out to Adam or Samantha. Your 
support can help preserve this important 
part of our history, fostering pride and 
awareness of Bonsall’s rich heritage for 
future generations. 
Adam Hill 
07942359729 

 
BONSALL ARTS TRAIL NEWS – 
29 & 30 June 2024
We have had a fabulous response from 
artists in Derbyshire and surrounding 
areas with some of our artists coming from 
as far as London for the Bonsall Art Trail. 
There will be around 115 exhibiting artists 
in the beautiful historic village of Bonsall. 
As a team we are very excited for the Trail 
on 29 & 30 June this year, offering a great 
weekend for artist and artist lovers alike, 
with art, street food, workshops, demos 
and music. Save the date and don’t miss 
the opportunity to enjoy a weekend of 
culture, fun and food. There is a free ‘hop 
on, hop off’ bus again this year that will 
take you to all the venues in this beautiful 

Framework Knitting Workshop Interior

Photo by Adam Hill

NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR FULL ATTENTION, 
HEREʼS WHY YOU SHOULD POP DOWN 

TO THE BARLEY MOW IN BONSALL...

LOCAL ALES
3 OR MORE LOCAL ALES ON TAP
HOME COOKED FOOD
LARGE CHOICE OF HOME COOKED, HIGH
QUALITY LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD
ENTERTAINMENT
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT.  LIVE BANDS AND 
ACOUSTIC SESSIONS
GREAT ATMOSPHERE
JOIN A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE AND EVEN
MEET THE LOCAL ALIENS!

VISIT BARLEYMOWBONSALL.CO.UK
FOR THE LATEST EVENTS / MENUS / OPENING TIMES

VOTED 3RD BEST MUSIC PUB
IN AND AROUND DERBYSHIRE

RATED 5/5 ON TRIPADVISOR

www.bonsallvillage.org
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historic village.
Ongoing Art projects in Bonsall:
In preparation for the Art Trail Bonsall 
Primary School children are working on a 
mural in a folk-art style that will reference 
mindfulness and health.  
Bonsall Art Club are working on a large 
installation in the village hall, which will 
highlight buildings and places in Bonsall 
and surrounding areas.

Liz Welby Workshops:

We have some great workshops at the trail 
this year. Liz Welby is offering three half 
day workshops, geli plate printing, wire 
sculpture and metal embossing. The half 
day workshops are very competitively 
priced for your pocket. Don’t miss out 
on this opportunity. You can get more 
information and book a place via https://
lizwellby.co.uk/ website and information 
on  https://www.bonsallartstrail.org/.

Wild Roots Creative Wirksworth 
Workshops:

Wild Roots Creative are offering both free 
and paid for works shops which refer-
ence the environment to include, willow 
weaving, felting and paper projects. Any 
money raised through the workshops 
and sales at Bonsall Art Trail will go to-
wards supporting their regular wellbeing 
group ‘Greenspace Community Crafts, 
and their regular ‘Wildlife and Wellbeing 
Group.’ More information can be found 
on : https://www.bonsallartstrail.org/ 
and https://www.wildrootscreative.org/
courses-and-events.

Our Sponsors: Longcliffe, Turners art sup-
plies, Derbyshire Dales, Ball Eye Quarry/
Collins Earthworks

Julie Leggett
Chair of Bonsall Arts Trail

Remember: Refill, re-use,
re-cycle! Bring your bottles

and bags to re-use!

General groceries, fresh milk,
bread, fruit and veg (also to pre-

order). Wines and beers,
traditional jar sweets

1a Yeoman Street, Bonsall
DE4 2AA

Phone: 01629 825582
E mail: enquiries@thefountainstore.co.uk

The Fountain
Store

Opening hours:
TUES-SAT 8.30-4

THE VILLAGE GREEN

Wilder Bonsall Group 
Over the dormant winter months, Wilder 
Bonsall has been focusing on uprooting 
those plants that threaten to take over if 
given a chance - namely cow parsley and 
brambles. Even though the end results 
look pretty rough - verges pockmarked 
by exposed soil and trailing roots - it 
should give some other less pushy spe-
cies a chance to take hold, so increasing 
overall biodiversity. It puts me in mind of 
a book just published by a friend of mine 
(‘Groundbreakers’ by Chantal Lyons, 
check it out) which describes how wild 
boar, even though they might seem de-
structive, are actually vital for ecosystems. 
They provide the ‘dynamism’ needed to 
create more diverse and resilient habitats 
- just like Wilder Bonsall, we hope.
As spring approaches, there will be plenty 
of opportunities to get involved. I’m a 
very new member and they’re a proper 
welcoming bunch. The next meeting is 
on Thursday 7 March 2024 ay 7pm at the 
King’s Head pub.
Jacob Ashton on behalf of Wilder Bonsall 
Group
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PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests of 
the Parish Council, they should ideally 
be raised in Public Participation section 
of the monthly meeting. If however there 
is an urgent matter, while individual 
councillors will try to assist, a direct 
response is better achieved by contacting 
the Clerk to the Parish Council directly:
Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285 
sandraandmarkharris@btinternet.com
Councillors:
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell Lane, 
T: 07866 750636 
jon.barry@derby-college.ac.uk
Cllr Richard Grover 
Nethergreen House, Clatterway	
T: 01629 259558 
richard_grover99@hotmail.com
Cllr Jackie Smith, 49 Church Street,  
T. 07771 764366 jaqsm@aol.com
Cllr Stephen Smith, 49 Church 
Street. T. 07545 062413 
ss@sjstechnical.com
Cllr Ann Tobin 95 Yeoman Street 
T. 01629 820804
tobinann0@gmail.com

Clerk and Finance Officer:
Julia Milverton,  
69 Yeoman Street.T: 07306 311451;  
bonsallclerk@gmail.com

Matthew Buckler
District Councillor, 
Bonsall & Winster Ward
Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07717 336186
Email: matthew.buckler@
derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Dermot Murphy
County Councillor,
Wirksworth Ward
Tel: 01629 580926
Mobile: 07583 111239
Email: dermot.murphy@
derbyshire.gov.uk

Parish Council Report for 
meeting on 20 February 2024
Public Speaking: K Potter (Peak Park 
Forum) reiterated her general concern at 
the lack of housing for local people in Peak 
Park. She compared the number available 
10 years ago (123) with today (7) which 
is a drastic decline. Cllr Buckler said the 
DDDC and the National Park have set up a 
working group on housing in the Peak Park 
and is keen to provide more housing for 
local people. Information about plans will 
be shared in due course.
He asked about the recent meeting with 
the Green & Clean team. Cllr Grover said 
the meeting had been helpful in outlining 
the different services provided by DCC 
and DDDC. Cllr Buckler suggested that he 
should be included in any messages as this 
might encourage a speedy response.
L Johnson asked about the process for 
complaints about growth on verges. If 
there is any obstruction to the highway, this 
should be reported to DCC. He questioned 
whether the precept should be raised to 
provide funds for more work to be done by 
the Lengthsman if DDDC does not have the 
resources for more clearing.
Cllr J Smith reported that open grates have 
been put in on Yeoman St and this should 
alleviate the flooding issues.

Chair’s Announcements: Chair announced 
our MP Sarah Dines will be visiting the 
village this weekend as a result of Cllr 
Grover’s letter to her. She will be shown the 
issues around road conditions and flooding.

Quarrying update: Cllr Grover reported 
back following the informal meeting on 
12 Feb and the Quarry Liaison Group 
meeting on 14 Feb. The sound of blasting 
from Balleye had been measured and was 
some way below the level which would be 
considered a problem. Residents were happy 
with this sound level. Blasting is planned 
to take place every 2 weeks. It was noted 
that the quarry had placed leaflets round 
the village to keep residents informed. Cllr 
Grover reported that Balleye has donated 
chippings to help with the potholes in the car 
park. (Pete Spencer has now filled them.) 
Balleye is hoping to cut down diseased 
trees later in the year. There is an on-going 
issue with fencing at the top of the quarry 
and also with a wheel wash provision. It 
was decided that if there are road closures 
again, there should be a meeting first with 
residents of Bonsall in order to avoid the 
difficulties we had recently. Clerk to write to 
Minerals Officer to enquire about planning 
permission updates. 

Slinter Quarry: The outstanding planning 
application is still outstanding and waiting 
for consultation following a report from the 
ecological consultants.

Website: Clerk reported that the new 
website has been received. But there are 
some omissions. Clerk to query with Parish 
Online and Councillors to look at and 
comment on the new website. Clerk to check 
nothing is missed from old site.

Lime trees in Churchyard: Cllr Barry 
reported on further meeting with tree 
surgeon. Various quotes compared. It was 
decided to give the work to the tree surgeon 
with the lowest quote of £950 for removing 
the epicormic growth and dead branches in 
danger of falling. (Other quotes were £650, 
£55 and £825 for just the epicormic growth 
removal, with a further quote of £1100 for 
dead branch removal). Clerk to request 
earliest available date and arrange for road 
to be kept clear of parked vehicles during 
the work. Also, a strap will be put round 
the old yew by the church door to protect it. 
At a later date it is proposed to carry out a 
thorough survey of all the trees.

Clean-up day: A community clean-up day 
has been suggested for 14/15 April. BPC 
is happy to support this initiative and the 
Clerk can provide green bags for anyone 
taking part and arrange for their removal 
afterwards. BPC can also try to arrange for 
a road sweeper.

Affordable Housing: Cllr Barry asked about 
the vacant space at 48 High Street and 
why it cannot be used for social housing. 
Cllr Buckler confirmed the reasons given 
in a message from Head of Housing; it 
is not financially viable to build a single 
house. Clerk to forward letter from Head 
of Housing to Mutterings for inclusion in 
March edition.

The Cross: Clerk reported that she is waiting 
for a quote from the company which has 
done the work in the church. Clerk and Cllr 
Grover to find other companies who can 
carry out work on ancient monuments.

Light at the Cross: The cost of this was again 
discussed. Cllr Grover to investigate using 
a solar light. Clerk to ask how it would be 
possible to detach the light from the grid.

Well top of High St: Cllr J Smith said that 
a resident had reported that the well by 
Sycamore House was damaged during 
building work. BPC owns the village wells. 
Clerk to approach owners of the house to 
enquire about damage and repair. 

Full details of the meetings can be found in 
the minutes on the Parish Council page of 
the village website at www.bonsallvillage.
org/ or on the village noticeboards.   
The next Parish 
Council Meeting will 
take place on Tuesday 
19 March at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  If you 
have any issues to be 
raised at the meeting, 
please contact the clerk 
Julia Milverton with 
details by 8 March.  
Clerk and Finance 
Officer: 
Julia Milverton 69 
Yeoman Street DE4 
2AA. T: 07306 311451; 
email bonsallclerk@
gmail.com. 
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CROSSWORD #158

DOMESTIC•COMMERCIAL•INDUSTRIAL

STEVEN BAKER
Tel No: 07746 436 878

Email: steveselectrical2@gmail.com
34 Morrell Wood Drive, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 0JD

4 Rose Cottages, Uppertown, Bonsall, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2AW

Local, friendly & reliable service. No job too big or 
too small. Please phone or email for a free quote.

SPECIALISING IN:

• Full & partial rewires • Extra lights & sockets

• Fuse board upgrades • Outside sockets

• Outside lighting projects • Down light installations

• Inspection, testing & certification • PAT testing 

• LED lighting • New builds

• Kitchen & bathroom installations • Fault Finding

Fully qualified Electrician & Contractor with 
over 20 years of experience in domestic, 

commercial & industrial installations.

Across:
5.  12 (first word). Topless penguin dances with elf. (9) 
8.  12 (second word) crashes garden party. (4) 
9. 12 (second word). Likewise, Eliot (T.S. that is) finishes with last of poems. (8) 
10. 12 (first word) seen in illicit craft, heading back. (6) 
11. One of 12 (second word). Day in court? No, the reverse, with top lawyer. (6) 
13. Insult cricketer? Only when it’s 12 (first word). (6) 
15. Be quiet!  Especially when you’re driving down a motorway. (4,2) 
16. Blemish punctures self-esteem - on top of tête of Brian from le Manège Enchanté?  (8) 
18. Groper smelt Molly! (4) 
19. Man hesitates twice, but still plays away! (9) 

Down:
1.  12 (first word) First unaccompanied short deb at hen-do. (8) 
2.  Very busy man caught jerk. (6) 
3.  Nut discovered during final Monday. (6) 
4. Send off 12 (second word). (4) 
6.  12 (first word). A hand of cards consisting of 2 diamonds, 3 clubs and 4 spades? (9) 
7.  Broken tees, by gum! Help yourself! (2,2,5) 
12. Previous charge in court for television comedy. (4,4) 
14. Drown in French bay? (6) 
15. 12 (first word). Lager, maybe, but not this! (6) 
17. Currents that swing both ways? (2/2) 
 
Answers to Crossword no. 157. Across: 5. Air-guitar. 8. & 10. Ring of Fire. 9. Insolent. 11. Whilom. 13. Tragic. 15. Stumps. 16. 
Lighting. 18. Disc. 19. Fleurette. Down: 1. Singeing. 2. Ignite. 3. Jigsaw. 4. Call. 6. Hit for Six (sorry, got the letter count wrong!). 
7. Encompass. 12. Inundate. 14. Clique. 15. Signet. 17. Help. 
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We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed 
to an author. We review all items for 
obvious libellous or offensive material, 
but we cannot check for factual content. 

Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 

Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village web-
site – www.bonsallvillage.org. Please 
note that your articles will appear on the 
website and can be picked up by search 
engines.

Photography by Ian Daisley
Family portraits, weddings, motorcycles, 
landscapes, tuition & private 
commissions. Tel. 07918 687624.  
www.iandaisleyphotography.com 
www.probikeart.co.uk 
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete 
bespoke service, you name it 
we frame it, over 100 different 
mouldings in stock, very competitively 
priced. Mon to Sat open 10 to 5; 
closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Window Cleaning

Pure water reach and wash pole service 
for residential or commercial properties. 
Ladder cleaning, gutter clearing, fascias, 
conservatory roofs, house cleaning and 
car washing. Tel: Andrew on 07598 
170311 or 07746 320175 or email: 
andrewhallcleaning@gmail.com.

Playgroup
Cromford Playgroup welcomes funded 
and unfunded children from 2 years+. 
Ofsted registered and based in Cromford 
Methodist Community Hall. Call Karen 
for more details on 07905 937371.

Childminder
I am an Ofsted registered childminder 
based in Slaley, and will have a vacancy 
on Thursdays from the beginning 
of November. Funded sessions are 
available. I will have more spaces 
available from Summer 2024. Please 
feel free to call for a chat or to arrange 
a visit. Tel Emma on 07464 966035

CLASSIFIED ADS EDITORIAL GROUP
Hazel Baldwin		    07414 845925

Brett Biedscheid 	 07977 200354

Maggie Duggins		                825228

Karen Firth		                259483

Julie Hamilton		                  824819

Ruth Headon	 07769 725022

Dave Hicklin		    820884

Pam McInally		                  826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss	                826557

Graham Partridge

Boxed and classified adverts are regarded as 
commercial advertising and attract a fee. 

Please call Ruth Headon on 07769 725022 for information about rates 
and lineage. Copy for commercial advertising should be with us by 

the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed. 
Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to 

mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 91 Yeoman Street.

Please send us your news, views, stories and 
diary events by Noon on  Wednesday 20 

March to: Editorial Group, 91 Yeoman Street, 
or by e-mail to mutterings@hotmail.com

Advertise your business 
in Mutterings

The newsletter is delivered to 
every household in Bonsall Parish 
11 times per year and read by 
over 1000 people. In addition, 
the full-colour website version is 
searchable for company names and 
types of business. For a very rea-
sonable £72 p.a., you can expand 
your business, as Steven Baker has 
found: “Since I started my advert 
in Mutterings I’ve had several jobs 
where customers have used it to 
find my number.”
Please contact Julie Hamilton on 
824819 for more information.

EDITORIAL POLICY

www.bonsallvillage.org
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Mutterings
T’Owd Man’s 

Diary for March 2024
Date Event Venue

Fri 1

Blue and Green Bins and Food Waste Caddy

2.20pm, World Prayer Day Assembly Bonsall School

7pm for 7.30pm, Film - On the Black Hill Village Hall

Thurs 7 7pm, Wilder Bonsall meeting King’s Head

Fri 8 Grey Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Fri 15 Blue and Green Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Tues 19 7.30pm, Parish Council meeting Village Hall

Wed 20 Noon, deadline for submissions of Mutterings articles for April Issue

Fri 22 Grey Bins and Food Waste Caddy

7.30pm, Bonsall School Auction King’s Head

Sat 23 All Day, Free certified Carbon Literacy Course Village Hall

Fri 29 Blue and Green Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Future dates
Sat/Sun     29 & 30 June –10am-5pm  Bonsall Arts Trail
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