
In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering
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Bonsall Panto goes 
down a storm!

Full Panto report on page 6.
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CHURCH DIARY & CHURCH NEWS
Easter
You are reading here a second writing 
of this article. The first one I wrote had 
the typical nuances of encouragement 
to seek Jesus, and conviction that Jesus 
should not be ignored in the overt 
consumerism of Easter.
But when reading through the article 
I realised that it was riddled with 
comments to try and make the reader feel 
guilty about enjoying a 4 day weekend 
and ignoring Jesus. WHAT A PLONKER 
I AM. And how hypocritical too. I can’t 
wait to lounge around and enjoy the 
extra long weekend. 
 And it highlighted to me that this is 
quite a problem in the church today, that 
well-meaning Christians try to guilt-trip 
people in their communities to attend 
church rather than demonstrating the 
joyful reality of knowing Jesus in those 
same communities.
 I don’t want people to think I am more 
enlightened, or do more practical good 
than anybody else. In fact, if I were to 
record all the things I have done wrong 
or the people I have upset in this last 
month, there would not be enough pages 
in the Mutterings to contain them all. 
What you need to know about Christians 
and the church, is that we are all flawed 
and imperfect people worshipping and 
serving, a loving and perfect God. So 
the failings and hypocrisy of Christians 
do not reflect a failure of God. In fact 
it should highlight his love and grace 
that he still loves us despite the mess we 
sometimes make. 
And that is why I choose to celebrate 
Jesus this Easter. Because ‘God so loved 
the world, that he gave his one and only 
Son.’ A beautiful and powerful gift borne 
out of love, to draw mankind back to 
himself.
So I celebrate Easter not because I am 
bad and need God’s mercy, but because 
He is good and gives his love generously.
Pastor Matthew Quinn

St James
Forthcoming Church Services:
Sunday 10 April 	 9:30am		   
Palm Sunday Eucharist with Carla 
Vicêncio Prior followed by the                 
APCM in Church
Friday 15 April 	 2:00pm 		   
The Watch with David Truby  
Sunday 17 April  	9:30am 		
Easter Day Eucharist with Bob Rhodes
Sunday 24 April	  9:30am		
Eucharist with Rod Prince

On-line Zoom services :
Morning Prayer at 9am and Evening 
Prayer at 5pm daily.

The link for all the on-line services is : 
https://zoom.us/j/2732241372
Those without internet access can join 
the service using a landline by calling 
0208 080 6591, then keying in the host 
/ meeting number : 2732 241 372# 
followed by the # again, then waiting to 
be connected to the meeting.
For further information : http://www.
wirksworthteamministry.co.uk

Bonsall Church Café
Homemade refreshments are available 
from 12noon to 4pm on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday.
We are offering hot sausage cobs, soup, 
filled cobs, and homemade cakes, all at 
reasonable prices.
It is proving popular with locals and 
visitors alike.  Come and see us soon, we 
would love to welcome you.

The Wirksworth Team Ministry

Floodlighting
The 5th of the month brings special 
memories of Kevin for Val, Steven and 
children, also Kevin’s parents, Ken and 
Celia Baker.
Loreen, Steve, Robert and Lorna fondly 
think of Jack and Dorothy Malone during 
April.
Dorinda remembers Colin Broad with 
love.
Stephen, Trisha and families fondly 
remember Joan Gregory.
April 21st is a special day for Janet, 
Hayley, Laura and their families when 
they remember David with much love.
David and Caroline Kirkham remember 
David’s mum, Muriel especially on the 
25th of the month; she is forever in their 
thoughts.

Di Moor

Please let me have your donations or you 
can pay on-line
Details. National Westminster. Bakewell 
60 14 15 a/c no 80567622 PCC of 
Bonsall, ref. floodlighting
dimoor2014@yahoo.co.uk  824376

Bonsall Wesleyan 
Reform Chapel
Sunday Services are at 6.15pm and 
2.30pm on the fourth Sunday in the 
month.
Easter Sunday Service 17 April 6.15pm.
God Willing Cuppa and Cake will reopen 
Good Friday 15 April 2pm - 4pm.
All are Welcome to join with us.

Judy Land

Village Life Church
We meet every Sunday at 10:30am 
in the church building and online at 
villagelifechurch.online.church.
Easter Sunday Service. 10:30am followed 
by Sunday Dinner at Bonsall Camp. All 
are welcome.
Craft Club meets every Tuesday at 2pm.
Coffee Morning Thursday14th April 
10am to 12pm. Please come and join us.
If you have any questions about the 
church or if you need any practical help 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:
Email: villagelifechurchbonsall@gmail.
com
or Call/Text on 079 880 71682

Pastor Matthew Quinn

Mel Pickering MSc DipAc NTTA

Specialist treatment of 
acute and chronic pain
including;

Sciatica
Backpain
Frozen shoulder
Migraine
Fybromyalgia
also irritable bowel, fatigue, 
depression, anxiety, asthma

Tel: 01629 580380

Matock Physiotherapy Centre, Edgefold Road

Acupuncture
Acupressure
& Remedial

Massage

Acupuncture
Acupressure
& Remedial

Massage
British
Acupuncture
Council

Milk produced in the heart of the Peak
District at Heathy Grange Farm, Tideswell

Early morning deliveries brought to you
in reusable/recyclable glass bottles!!

Return/reuse

It’s greener in glass!!

David Allsop’s
Milk Round

Fresh Milk | Soya Milk | UHTMilk |
Cream | Eggs | Fruit Juices

We know where our milk
comes from. Do you?

To order call 01629 824795

Davi

OBITUARY

Ruby Gratton: 1930 - 2022
Ruby was born in Bonsall on the Holly 
Finnis on 16 October 1930. She was the 
youngest daughter of John and Eliza 
Taylor and had 3 sisters Winnie, Joyce 
and May. 

She attended Bonsall Girls School and 
when she left at the age of 14 she worked 
first at Hollins Mill on the Via Gellia and 
then Masson Mills at Matlock Bath.

She met her future husband Butch, a 
farmer, at the Masson Mill dances. They 
were married in June 1952 and lived at 
Bottom Leys Farm until 1958 before 
moving to Uppertown and Brumlea 

Farm. When living on the Leys she would 
walk up and down the fields to Horsedale 
each day to catch the bus from the 
Fountain to her work at Masson.

In 1954 she left Masson when her first 
daughter Denise was born, followed by 
Lynn in 1956, Beverley 1957, Jill 1961, 
Valerie 1962, Norma 1963 and Mandy in 
1967. A son never having arrived it was 
the Gratton girls who worked alongside 
Butch on the Farm, whilst Ruby ran the 
large household with military precision. 
The girls were always a source of pride to 
both Butch and Ruby. 

Butch was a very competitive dart player 
and played in several different leagues. 
Ruby went with him as a supporter and 
in 1975 started to play herself when she 
joined the Kings Head Darts and Domino 
Team along with some of her girls. She 
was also very competitive, as her children 
and grandchildren can attest. No-one 
was ever allowed to win a game of cards, 
dominoes or board game other than on 
merit. 

She had many hobbies over the years 
including dancing, flower arranging, 
patchwork, embroidery, line dancing, 
reading and of course her many holidays. 
Back in the day she was an active 
member of the Bonsall Young Wives 
Group, always happy to meet with her 
friends in the Village. Ruby was often 
referred to as being a glamourous lady 
and insisted on having her hair and 
nails done right up to her death. She 
loved clothes and was a bit of an Imelda 
Marcos when it came to shoes. It was not 
unknown for her to purchase multiple 
pairs of the same style in different 
colours!

When Butch died suddenly in 2001 
Ruby was devastated. She had lost her 
soul mate and always said that wherever 
he went she would be hanging onto his 
shirt tail. After 6 months she decided to 
move from the Farm and whilst she was 
on holiday for 6 weeks in Australia with 
her sister Joyce (Butch, Ruby, Joyce and 
George had always talked about going 
there together) the bungalow on Black 
Tor Road was purchased for her. She 
lived happily there until her death.

Always an independent person she 
found it hard when her illness took her 
independence away and she had to rely 
on others. She bravely faced each day 
and, as each challenge came along, she 
was always pleased to find a solution to 
help her overcome small tasks. 

In addition to her 7 daughters she 
had 18 grandchildren and 23 great 
grandchildren. Everyone loved Grandma 
Ruby and each one has their own fond 
memories of happy times with Grandma. 

Ruby was blessed to have many 
good friends in the Village and the 
surrounding local area where she was 
well known. Her family and friends 
were a great joy to Ruby and a source 
of comfort after the death of Butch. 
She will be remembered as a happy and 
caring person, always having a smile for 
everyone. Bonsall “born and bred” she 
loved the place she lived all her life and 
would often recount tales on its history 
and former residents. Bonsall has lost 
one of its true characters.

Jill Beacham

Bonsall School 
World Book Day 
(Some of our Year 6 have written a short 
report about our celebration of World 
Book Day. 

World Book Day Readaround
World Book Day happens every year 
when we think about how much we love 
books. This year it was different, Year 6 
did something special. I’m in Year 6.

We had to find a place around the school 
to make it neat and tidy for everybody 
coming to listen to us. We chose our 
Head Teacher’s Office and made sure 
everything was comfortable for everyone.

Me and my friend chose a new book 
called ‘Gangster Granny Strikes Again’ 
by David Walliams. My favourite bit was 
when she blew up a gate with dynamite!

I have been here for all the Read arounds 
and they have been great but this year it 
was us! (Contd. pg.4.)
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We read and then 
asked the younger 
children questions 
and asked what 
their favourite 
part was.

Other people 
around the world dress up as their 
favourite character from a book but we 
did a Read around. It was fun and after 
everything was done all the Year 6 got a 
chocolate treat! My favourite is a Twix 
but chocolate is chocolate!

Rossi, Year 6
Every year in Bonsall we have a World 
Book Day Read around where the year 
6 read a book to younger children. This 
year, the Year 6s put a great effort in! 
Every year the Read around is amazing 
and I was really happy to finally do it 
myself.

This year me and my friend Rossi chose 
‘Gangster Granny Strikes Again’ by 
David Walliams. We added some sound 
effects and after we’d read the book we 
asked the others questions about their 
favourite part and their favourite vehicle.

I dressed up as Granny (the Queen) and 
we made crowns to wear.

After everything finished all the Year 6s 
got a treat of some chocolate.

The reason we chose to write about Read 
around is because we want people to 
know Bonsall is a really nice place and 

Bonsall 
School World 
Book Day 
(contd.)

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

All Makes of Vehicle
Service and MOT Preparation

denise.pountain@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 824537/822708
We Now Repair and Sell Tyres

BIRCHOVER 
RECLAMATION
Sandyhill Park, o� Porter Lane

Middleton by Wirksworth DE4 4LR
t: 01629 828352 / 07376 893923 

lee@birchoverreclamation.co.uk

• Walling stone (coursed and random) 
• Architectural stone • Indian stone 

• Reclaimed yorkstone flags 
• Cobbles/Setts • Stone troughs 
• Timber sleepers • Stone Lintels 

• Old Oak Whisky Barrels  
• Hardwood Logs & Kindling Wood 

• Reclaimed bricks

www.birchoverreclamation.co.uk

Bonsall CE (VA) 
Primary School
Our school is a huge part of the village 
community and is governed by twelve 
governors. Do you know who they are 
and what they do?

As a voluntary aided school the majority 
of the governors are appointed by the 
PCC.

At the present time they are :
Di Moor (Chair)
Ann Hambly (Vice Chair)
Caroline Kirkham
Norma Marshall
Karen Firth
Jackie Smith
Also: Kim Gray LEA, Tom Harrison & 
Sue Grattan Parent Governors, Anna 
Williams Staff representative, Rev Carla 
Vincencio Prior Ex-Officio, Rebecca 
Smart Headteacher Ex-Officio.

We also have two associate governors 
for Finance and Buildings Maintenance/
Health & Safety, Jon Dodsley and Steve 
Smith

Each one serves on one or more of the 
sub committees and is involved in a part 
of the curriculum in which they have 
a particular interest or expertise. They 
serve for four years after which the term 
can be extended if they wish apart from 
Parent Governors, as an election takes 
place when a vacancy arises.

We have a full governing body at the 
moment but if this is something you may 
be interested in when a vacancy arises 
we are always happy to explain what the 
‘job’ entails.

Di Moor

the school is really good. All the teachers 
are very kind and supportive. 

Joey, Year 6

Rebecca Smart, Headteacher

1a Yeoman Street, Bonsall
DE4 2AA

Phone: 01629 825582
E mail: enquiries@thefountainstore.co.uk

MON 8.30-5
TUES-FRI 8.30-6
SAT 8.30 -4
SUN CLOSED

General groceries, fresh milk, 
bread, fruit and veg (also to pre-

order).  Wines and beers, 
traditional jar sweets

Remember:  Refill, re-use, 
re-cycle! Extended range of 

products including eco 
friendly now available!
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Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline
CCLL Ukraine Crisis Fund
On behalf of the Bonsall & Derbyshire 
Dales Link, I would like to extend a big 
thank you to everyone who came along to 
the Quiz Night at the village hall on the 
11 March, and to those who later made 
a donation to the Ukraine Crisis Appeal. 
We raised a magnificent £700. This 
money and some extra donations I have 
received from people outside the village 
meant that I was able to give £1,000 
to the Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline 
Ukraine Crisis Appeal. The money in 
this fund is being used currently to assist 
children and their families in the war 
torn areas of Ukraine. We are sending 
in urgent aid including medicines, food, 
nappies, sanitary products etc. using 
our partners and contacts in the areas 
where we bring groups of children over 
in ‘normal’ times. We are also assisting 
with the evacuation of children who are 
sick or are injured from the bombing 
and who need urgent medical attention 
in hospitals in Poland and Germany. 
More aid is urgently needed and I am 
looking into the possibility of taking 
out a minibus full of aid to Chelm in 
Poland and then using the minibus to 
transport children with accompanying 
adults hopefully back to England under 
the Homes for Ukraine scheme. I am 
also looking to match up Sponsors in the 
Bonsall area with refugee families - they 
can’t start to apply for UK Visas until 
they have a sponsor. Sadly, CCLL will 
not be acting as a Sponsor under this 
scheme, at least for the time being. They 
don’t have the necessary funds nor the 
resources to take this on, not at the 
present time anyway. I have had over 
60 families in the area come forward 
to offer their homes for the refugees. 
This is quite remarkable. Hopefully, we 
can start to pair up these sponsors with 
Ukrainian refugees in the near future so 
that the Ukraine families can get away 
from the very difficult conditions they 
are currently experiencing in Ukraine 
but also in Poland and Slovakia where 
they are being temporarily ‘housed’ in 
gymnasiums, sports halls and other 
such premises by the thousands.  Many 
families want to stay close to Ukraine for 
the time being. They will soon need to 
be able to move on and for some of them 
to come to the UK. Many of them are 
traumatised and will need professional 
help once in the UK. Let’s hope they will 
be able to get their visas soon. I am sure 
that Bonsall & surrounding towns and 
villages will make them very welcome in 
our communities.

Mount Cook Fundraiser 
Day for CCLL 
The Bonsall & Derbyshire Dales Link 
of CCLL are having a fundraiser day 

Fundraiser Day
Sunday 12th June

All proceeds go to the Chernobyl
Children's Lifeline Group 

10:00 - 16:00 at Mount Cook Adventure Centre
Porter Lane DE4 4LS

Chernobyl Children's Lifeline

Lots of local stallholders
 
 

Tombola & raffle
Food and drink available

       

challenge
assault course

&

Zip Wire
Low Ropes

Lots more fun throughout the day!

Adult: £15.00 per person
Child: £7.50 per person

Book online or pay on the day.
www.mountcook.uk/whats-on

Zip Wire or Low Ropes

Cal Robinson
Building Works

Tel:  01629 258107
        07867 510551

Email: cal_robbo1@hotmail.co.uk

•  Building
•  Roofing
•  Windows
•  Doors
•  Fascia-Guttering
•  Kitchen Fitting
•  Skirting-Architrave
•  Internal Doors

which will be hosted by 
Mount Cook Adventure 
Centre, at Middleton-
by-Wirksworth on 
Sunday 12 June. This 
will be the second year 
that the event has been 
held there and we are 
extremely grateful 
to the staff at Mount 
Cook for supporting 
the event. Last year we 
raised over £2,000. This 
year we are hoping to 
raise even more, so note 
the date in your diary. 
Attached is the poster 
for the event. You will 
need to book early to 
guarantee your ride on 
the Roof Top Zip Wire 
ride. Details are on the 
poster.   Also, if you 
would like a stall at the 
event please contact 
Janice Broome, it’s a 
£15.00 donation per 
stall.
Chris Broome  824512
Chair, Bonsall & 
Derbyshire Dales Link
Chernobyl Children’s 
Lifeline

Boat shares
There will be an opportunity later this year to buy a shareholding in Bonsall’s village 
narrowboat. If you think you might like to join the group, please let me know and I 
can provide details of the boat, the likely cost of the shares, and arrange for you to 
visit the boat while it is cruising over the summer.

Peter Fellows   825267   pfellows@btinternet.com
 

 

 

H. Strange & Son 

Electrical Engineers est. 1959 

The Fountain, The Dale, Bonsall 

 
• Domestic lighting and power systems 

• Night Storage Heating 

• Fire Alarm Systems 

• Emergency Lighting Systems 

• Telephone Extensions 

• Inspection Testing & Certification 

• Portable Appliance Testing 

• Emergency Callouts 

• Fault Finding & Rectification 

• Electric Underfloor Heating Systems 

• Minor Works & Repairs 

• Boiler & Central Heating Controls 

DCC Trusted Trader 

Free competitive quotations on all our 
services 

Tel:  01629 823241 

Email:  hstrangeandson@hotmail.co.uk 
Web:  www.hstrangeandson.co.uk 
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Panto is a great dollop of garishness 
and exuberance and was dealt out in 
spades by Bonsall School’s PTFA over 
the last weekend of February.
The cast threw themselves 
wholeheartedly into this production of 
Cinderella. Outrageous performances 
by Mac McLennan and David Allsop 
(aka the Ugly Sisters) were backed 
up by Sharon Rowlands as a wicked 
scheming Baroness and Peter Greaves as 
the much put upon Baron. Their dance 
was a delight. Cinderella, played by our 
school’s infant teacher Kelly Burton, 
was lovely and won the hearts of the 
audience. The versatile chorus: Erin, 
Lorraine, Louise, Sandra and Sarah sang, 
sashayed and smiled through a variety 
of scenes, never batting a false eyelash 
at what they were asked to do. Krystina-
where did you get those flamingo 
glasses-Johnson was a superb comic turn 
as the hapless PC99 who ably assisted 
me as Sergeant ‘Lets Be Havin You’, 

Bonsall Panto Success!
Thanks to Jayne Allsop for these great pictureschasing Burglar Bill (Shane Taylor).  

Rachael Richardson sparkled as the Fairy 
Godmother. The Prince (Hazel Baldwin) 
and Dandini (Jayne Allsop) were acted 
with humour and style. Buttons was 
“Well......Buttons”, Claire Land doing 
a superb job directing, set building, 
organising, and generally herding cats, 
really brought the audience on board. 
And what audiences! They joined in, 
in true panto style making each show 
a success. It’s a special community that 
can laugh and boo together and Bonsall 
has that in spades too.

All of us would like to thank: Beth 
and Carmen, Daisy and Jenni for their 
artistic talents. The horse was gorgeous. 
Finn Shannon for his generous help with 
lighting. The indomitable, unflappable 
Mike Richardson for all techy stuff and 
Jake and Deacon as stagehands. Special 
thanks to Pete Spencer for the fabulous 
photography and video. Thanks too 
to Bev, Claire, Evie, Gill, Jen, Maria, 

Siobhan, Theresa and Wendy for door, 
raffle and bar work. Finally, we raised a 
grand total of £2,272 for our school!

See you next panto season.
Lesley Murhall
On behalf of Bonsall Panto

PS – DVDs available soon from Rachael 
Richardson

Staff and governors of Bonsall CE VA 
School would like to give a huge thank 
you to all of those who played any part 
within the production of ‘Cinderella’.

An amazing performance which 
entertained so many and, in addition, 
raised funds which will be so beneficial to 
the pupils of Bonsall School.

A sincere thank you to everyone.
Gill Wood
School Business Officer

Village Noticeboard

Village Lunch
The first Village Lunch after Covid was 
very much enjoyed by everyone. After a 
very stressful start for the organisers as 
the hall heating was not working and the 
heaters that took over the job seemed 
to affect the electric power to the oven’s 
ignition.  All was resolved and cottage 
pie with vegetables and a delicious fruit 
crumble where served piping hot.

Next month the meal will be on 
Wednesday 20 April at 12.30pm when 
we will welcome a group from the school 
for a short entertainment.

If you would like to join in please phone 
to book your place on 01629 826309 
by Wednesday 13 April. This is to give 
us the numbers so preparations can 
be made. If you have any special food 
requirements please do mention them. 
We are happy to provide take-outs if 
ordered.
Jenny March

Little Poem
I came across this and thought it might 
ring a few bells with some of us !

Just a little line to say I’m living
And I’m not among the dead
Though I’m getting more forgetful
And mixed up in my head

I’ve got used to my arthritis
To my dentures I’m resigned
I can manage my bi-focals
But God, I miss my mind!

Sometimes I can’t remember
When standing by the stair

INSURANCE 
THAT’S 
ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP

Call our office  
in Matlock on 
01629 582 025

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. 

Should I be going up for something
Or have I just come down from there

And before the fridge, so often
My mind is filled with doubt
Did I put some food away
Or come to take it out

Sometimes when it’s night-time
With my nightcap on my head
I don’t know if I’m retiring
Or getting out of bed

If this is not my turn to write
I hope you won’t feel sore
I forget if I’ve already written
And don’t want to be a bore
Peter Fellows
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Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests of 
the Parish Council, they should ideally 
be raised in Public Participation section 
of the monthly meeting. If however there 
is an  urgent matter, while individual 
councillors will try to assist, a direct 
response is better achieved by contacting 
the Clerk to the Parish Council directly:
Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285 
sandraandmarkharris@btinternet.com
Vice-Chair: Phil Addis 
Dale House, The Dale. T 826309 
philaddis0@gmail.com

Councillors:
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell 
Lane, T: 07866 750636 
jon.barry@derby-college.ac.uk
Cllr Richard Grover	
Nethergreen House, Clatterway	
T: 01629 259558 
richard_grover99@hotmail.com
Cllr Jackie Smith, 55 Yeoman 
Street, T: 823544, Mob 07771 
764366 
jaqsm@aol.com
Cllr Stephen Smith, 55 Yeoman 
Street. T 823544, Mob 07545 
062413 
ss@sjstechnical.com

Clerk and Finance Officer
Julia Milverton
69 Yeoman Street DE4 2AA. 
Tel: 07306 311451;  
bonsallclerk@gmail.com.

District Councillors
Garry Purdy Tel: 823636 
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillor
Irene Ratcliffe, Tel: 823023 
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Sarah Dines, Derbyshire Dales 
Consituency, Tel: 0207 219 3000, 
House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA, sarah.dines.mp@
parliament.uk

Report for 15th March 
2022 meeting  
Refuse collection
Councillor Purdy referred to the 
independent report into the SERCO 
contract which he said showed that 
Serco were responsible for the collection 
problems that had occurred. He said that 
there were continuing problems, that 
the Council were looking at different 
options for the future, and that residents 
should continue to report problems with 
collection.
Bankside
Councillor Murphy said he had passed 
on the Parish Council’s request for 
additional signage and was waiting for 
a response. Councillor Addis reported 
that another HGV had become stuck on 
the lane the previous weekend, and that 
the retaining wall was now bulging. This 
had also been reported to the County 
Council. Councillor Murphy agreed to 
chase progress on this.
Slinter Quarry
Application CM3/0817/40 extension of 
the quarry to the south west: the Clerk 
reported five complaints from residents 
about recent noise levels attributed to 
the quarry, and objecting to the delays 
in resolving the planning issues and the 
processes adopted. 
Councillor Murphy said that the 
County Council were still assessing 
the responses to the Environmental 
Impact consultation to which the Parish 
Council had responded in January 2022. 
In relation to the application for time 
extension on the current permission, 
Councillor Murphy said that this 
was being held in abeyance until it 
is considered to be a valid planning 
application. He said that the Council 
must follow statutory guidance and the 
Environmental Impact Regulations, and 
could not proceed until all information 
was available or they would be 
vulnerable to legal challenge. 
The Council agreed to request a further 
update from the County Council on 
progress with the current applications.
Jubilee grant
There is District Council grant 
funding up to £500 available for 
groups organising Jubilee events. The 
application for the grant would be made 
by the Parish Council, and any group 
organising an event who wishes to apply 
for this funding should contact the 
Parish Council. 
Village Hall
Councillor Jackie Smith reported that the 
Village Hall Committee was applying for 
lottery funding for a new disabled access 
and towards the cost of investigating 
structural problems at the front of the 
building. They were seeking Council 

support for that application; Councillor 
Phil Addis proposed that the Council 
support the application and that was 
agreed.
Local Government Boundary 
Commission Ward Boundary Review 
2nd Consultation 
The Clerk explained that there was a 
second round of consultations by the 
Boundary Commission in relation 
to ward boundaries. It was agreed to 
submit again the comments agreed 
at the January meeting, requesting 
restoration of the link between Bonsall 
and Cromford.
Highway storm damage
Councillors discussed damage caused 
by recent storm water, in particular on 
Yeoman Street (where the road surface 
had lifted again), High Street and 
Clatterway. Residents Councillors and 
the Clerk had all reported damage to 
the County Council via their website, 
and the Council encourages people to 
report damage so as impress on the 
County Council the need for repairs. 
The website link for that is Report a 
road fault - Derbyshire County Council 
(https://www.Derbyshire.gov.uk/
transport-roads/report-a-road-fault/ 
report-a-road-fault.aspx). 
You can also report by phone on 01629 
533190.
New wall in the DDDC area 
The Council recorded their thanks to 
Mr. Biggin for his voluntary work in 
rebuilding the wall at the lower end 
of the District Council part of the 
churchyard, and for the professional 
quality of the work.

August meetings
The Council reviewed the meeting 
schedule, and have decided to adopt the 
approach of other similar Councils and 
not hold an August meeting unless there 
is urgent business. The Council has a 
Planning Committee that could meet to 
cover any applications arising during the 
month.
Appointment of Clerk/Responsible 
Finance Officer: the Chair welcomed 
Julia Milverton to the meeting who has 
been appointed to the role of Clerk and 
Responsible Finance Officer from 01 
April. He said that he wanted to record 
the thanks of the Council to the outgoing 

Clerk Tony Payne for his work on behalf 
of the Council over the previous 8 years.
Full details of the meetings can be found 
in the minutes on the Parish Council 
page of the village website at www.
bonsallvillage.org/, or on the village 
noticeboards. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council 
will be at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19 April at 
the Village Hall. If you have any issues to 
be raised at the meeting please contact 
the clerk Julia Milverton with details by 
11 April.

Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and 

Repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Now selling & 
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043 
or 07885 879652

2D, Via Gellia Mill, Bonsall, DE4 2AJ
www.highstonegallery.co.uk - 07918 687624

Open on selected weekends 
throughout the year.
See website for dates and times.

Large choice of beautifully presented 
photographs of Derbyshire & The Peak 
District. Mounted or framed.

New book, ‘The Peak District in Black 
& White’ available from the gallery.

High Stone
G A L L E R Y
Fine art photography

Hollies Farm
Plant Centre

Uppertown, Bonsall, DE4 2AW
01629 822734

Hanging Baskets, Planted Con-
tainers, Bedding & Basket Plants, 

Perennials, Compost

Open 9am—5.30pm
exept Wednesdays

Display Garden  
Open March – September

www.holliesfarmplantcentre.co.uk
Find us on Facebook

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,  

Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs 
Fruit & Veg 

& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website 

at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful  
bar meal menu. 

CARL TAYLOR
local

builder and roofer

Roof repairs to full
roofs

Extensions to new
builds, conservatory

bases.
Patios, Garden walls

etc.
Free estimates

0779 1161919
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CROSSWORD #137EDITORIAL GROUP
Hazel Baldwin		              824724

Brett Biedscheid 	 07977 200354

Julie Coxall	     07709 697082

Maggie Duggins		                825228

Peter Fellows		                  825267

Karen Firth		                259483

Julie Hamilton		                  824819

Dave Hicklin		    820884

Pam McInally		                  826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss	                826557

Jonathan Ogilvie	                821837

Please send us your news, views, 
stories and diary events by Noon on 
Wednesday 20 April to: Editorial 
Group, 19 High St. or by e-mail 
to mutterings@hotmail.com

EDITORIAL POLICY
We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed 
to an author. We review all items for 
obvious libellous or offensive material, 
but we cannot check for factual content. 

Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 

Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village 
website – www.bonsallvillage.org. 
Please note that your articles will 
appear on the website and can be 
picked up by search engines.

Across
5.  Unexpressive?  Embarrassed?  
VIP is same! (9)
8 & 18. Egg-on violent, raging Irish 
lout at first. That’s novel! (4,4)
9.  8. Act in role?  No, the reverse! (8)
10. Broken bail against England. (6)
11. 18. Stain spreads around 
top of mattress. (6)
13. 8. Hospital department gives 
support to muscles. (6)
15. 18. I greet criminal. (6)
16. 18. Dick, maybe, now 8. (8)
18. See 8.
19. Pound for a penny, brain dead, 
diseased, but can be bled. (9)

Down
1.  18. Lemming loses its tail, panics, 
and dives into middle of Tees. (8)
2.  18. Blokes welcome help. (6)
3.  A bed for Cinders after a fire? (6)
4.  8. When attached to 2, 
it signifies ...... (4)
6.  18. Country music singer, maybe, 
attached to another singer. (5-4)
7.  Measure small shop 
with lights on. (9)
12. 18. A grim old doctor. (8)
14. 18. Trump really in charge 
in American capitals. (6)
15. Not an 18! Half of Maharajahs head 
west to capital of Gujarat at first. (6)
17. 18 seen climbing in polar ascent. (4)

Photography by Ian Daisley
Family portraits, weddings, motorcycles, 
landscapes, tuition & private
commissions. Tel. 07918 687624.
www.iandaisleyphotography.com
www.probikeart.co.uk
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete 
bespoke service, you name it we frame it, 
over 100 different mouldings in stock, very 
competitively priced. Mon to Sat open 10 to 
5; closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Window Cleaning
Pure water reach and wash pole service for 
residential or commercial properties. Lad-
der cleaning, gutter clearing, house
cleaning and car washing. Tel: Andrew
07542 839333 or Nathan 07594 242483

CLASSIFIED ADS

Answers to Crossword No. 136.  
Across: 8 & 5.  Just So Stories (sorry, got the letter count wrong!). 9. Rallying. 
(ry = railway = lines). 10. Issues. 11. Themes.  13. Nimble. 15. Moiety. 16. 
Inferred. (G-men = Fed). 18. Idol. 19. Agreement. 
Down: 1. Tom Thumb. 2. Storms. 3. Armlet. 4. Very. 6. 
Questions. 7. Invention. 12. Editions. 14. Earned. 15. Mrs 
French or Miss West, perhaps, hugs mother. 17. Ergo.

Playgroup
Cromford Playgroup welcomes funded
and unfunded children from 2 years+.
Ofsted registered and based in Cromford
Methodist Community Hall. Call Karen
for more details on 07905 937371

Tall, white IKEA storage cupboard 
59cm deep x 40cm wide x 220cm high.
6 shelves. £50 Tel: Jon on 01629 821837.

Bespoke Window for sale
New, handmade, double-glazed primed 
hardwood casement window with rat’s tail 
hinges. 120cm x 83cm.  £350. Tel: Jon on 
01629 821837.

VILLAGE GROUPS & RESOURCES USEFUL NUMBERS
Allotment Group Penny Collier� 825591
Art Club Julie Leggett 	 07305 594084
Bonsall Barn Project 
Liz Stoppard/Mike Susko� 823712
Bonsall Camp 
Matthew Quinn� 07988 071682
Church Bell Ringers 
Melissa Welbourne� 826303
Church Floodlighting Di Moor    824376
Community Library Vacant 
History Group Peter Greaves      822374                  
Bonsall Map Wendy Bullar� 825267
Carnival Committee 
Deborah Pearson		            826685
Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline Group 
Chris Broome� 824512
Cromford Playgroup 
Karen or Jayne� 07905 937371
Horticultural Society 
Dave Headon		  07738 425374
Kick-boxing 
Hayley Capewell� 07773 149935
Monday Club Ron Addis 	            826309
Open Gardens Ollie Gerrish� 824498
Pensioners’ Fund Vacant�
Pigeon Club Gordon Hardy� 823549
PTFA Claire Duma  	 07880 851083
Riders Club Jane Williams� 825632
School Head Rebecca Smart� 822573
School Toddler Club Di Moor      824376
School Foundation, Clerk, Norma 
Rickards� 822257
St James Revd Carla Vicêncio Prior
Village Hall Committee 
Jackie Smith  	           	            823544
Village Life Church Pastor Matthew 
Quinn�
Wesleyan Reform Chapel Judy Land

£20 – one floor, £30 – both floors
•	 Village people private hire: 

£25 – one floor, £35 – both floors
•	 Non-village people private hire: 

£40 – one floor, £50 – both floors
For information on sale of alcohol/
private bar, use of the Village Hall 
audio equipment, screening a film, 
or any other matters, please contact 
Jackie Smith. 823544, 07771 764366. 
Jaqsm@aol.com, 55 Yeoman Street

Defibrillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor    823704	 07860 214503
Brett Taylor         824407	 07950 036657
Anne Young        825186	 07876 506595
Phil Addis           826309    07951 189727�
John Ratcliffe� 07896 924824
Maxine Ellis� 07742 749854
Jo Hanby            822767	 07872 641409
Julia Milverton� 07584 895644

Health
NHS Direct 	  � 0845 4647
Chemists: Wirksworth Market Place 
822607; 12 Bank Road, Matlock, 57924
Dentists Matlock: 584746, 55645, 
582218, 56558
Doctors: Wirksworth Hannage Brook 
822434; Matlock Imperial Road 583465
Hospitals: Chesterfield, Calow 01246 
277271; Derby City 01332 340131; Derby 
Royal 01332 347141; Matlock Whitworth 
580211. 
Non-emergencies� 111

Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk
All enquiries 580000. Out of Hours 
numbers: 536673 or ‘Call Derbyshire’ 
533190 or 0845 6058058

Derbys Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk
All enquiries	  � 761100
Environmental health	  � 761212
Tourist information
   Matlock	  � 583388
   Matlock Bath	   � 583834
Trading Standards 	  � 585858
Electricity emergencies � 0800 0568090
Fire station, Matlock 	  � 582849
Gas leaks 	  � 0800 111999

Household Waste Recycling Centre 
Harrison Way, Darley Dale, 8.30am – 
6.00 pm. 

Mobile Library 	  � 01773 824333
Monthly 2nd Fridays at the Fountain, 
10.55–11.30 am
Police/Safer Neighbourhoods	  � 101
PCSO’s: Charles.Foster (Charles.Foster@
derbyshire.police.uk) covering Bonsall, 
Cromford and Matlock Bath and Kirsty.
Hunt (Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk) 
covering Wirksworth and Middleton. 
matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.pnn.
police.uk.
Crimestoppers	  � 0800 555111
Victim support	  � 825544
Community safety	  � 761101
Swimming
Matlock (Arc) � 581322
Wirksworth � 825704

Vets Matlock 	            582844, 581234 
Wirksworth 	                          823034

TRAVEL SERVICES
Assisted Travel
Derbyshire Connect transport for shopping, 
weekdays 9am - 4pm, booked in advance. 
Tel: 01335 300670 between two and 
seven days before travel or email: info@
ashbournect.org.uk. 
Derbyshire Connect Active Travel to 
healthcare appointments, weekdays 9am 
- 5pm, booked in advance. Charges vary. 
Tel: 03333 444125 at least 48 hours in 
advance or email: office@sdcvs.org.uk 

Bus services
216 Bus service - Matlock to Bonsall
Monday to Saturday. No service on 
Sunday or Bank Holiday
Bonsall - Cromford - Starkholmes - 
Matlock
Bonsall, adj Uppertown Lane 09:59 11:43
Bonsall, adj Fountain 10:02 11:46
Cromford, adj Greyhound 10:07 11:51
Starkholmes, adj High Tor Road 10:14 
11:58
Matlock Bakewell Road (Stand A) 10:18 
12:02
Matlock - Starkholmes - Cromford - 
Bonsall
Matlock Bakewell Road (Stand B) 09:36 
11:20
Starkholmes, opp High Tor Road 09:40 
11:24
Cromford, opp Greyhound 09:46 11:30
Bonsall, opp Fountain 09:49 11:33
Bonsall, adj Uppertown Lane 09:57 11:41
Timetable from https://www.travelinedata.
org.uk. 0871 2002233 

Taxis 822072, 813774, 826060, 
07967 273237, 07815 773706

Train services � 0845 7484950
Travel line 	  � 0870 6082608

Volunteer Drivers
Loreen                                           822067
Richard Shipley                             259809

RESOURCES
Bonsall Publications
The Bonsall Map - wall poster £3.50 + 
P&P (the folded map is available from 
village pubs and B&Bs)
Bonsall - a village & its history
£15 paperback, £25 hardback + P&P
History booklets
£2.50–£3 or £10 for a pack of six + P&P 
Bonsall within living memory 
£10 + P&P
80 Years of Bonsall Carnival Book 
£9.99 + P&P
History Walking Guides 
pack of six £5 + P&P 
All available from 19 High St., DE4 2AS, 
Tel: 825267, pubs or Fountain Tearoom.
Village Hall 
For bookings contact Jackie Smith 
Jaqsm@aol.com, 823544, or 07771 
764366.
Cost per session (a session is 
a morning, afternoon or evening): 
•	 Village organisations: 

£10 – one floor, £16 – both floors
•	 Non-village organisations: 
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Mutterings
T’Owd Man’s 

Diary for April

Date Event Venue

Fri 1 PTFA Tuck Shop Bonsall School

Tues 5 Blue and Green Bins and Food Caddy

Thurs 7 PTFA Easter Disco Bonsall School

9.30am Palm Sunday Eucharist St. James
Sun 10

4.30pm Open Gardens Tea Invite Herbert Lodge

Tues 12 Grey Bins and Food Caddy

Thurs 14 2pm-5pm, Sue’s Workshop 7, High Street

Fri 15 2pm The Watch with David Truby St. James

9.30am Easter Day Eucharist St. James

Sun 17 6.15pm Easter Sunday Service Wesleyan Reform Chapel

Tues 19
Blue and Green Bins and Food Caddy

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall

Sun 24 9.30am Easter Day Eucharist St. James

Tues 26 Grey Bins and Food Caddy

10.30am Easter Sunday Service
Followed by Sunday Dinner at Bonsall Camp

Village Life Church


